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What is Huron Pines AmeriCorps? 
 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps is a program that places college graduates for a 10-month term of full-time 
volunteer service with conservation organizations across Michigan. Through service Huron Pines 

AmeriCorps members gain real‐world experience, networking and training opportunities and field skills to 
help them develop as leaders in conservation. Members also receive attractive benefits including a living 

stipend, health coverage and, upon completing their service, an education award to pursue advanced 
degrees or courses. Huron Pines AmeriCorps is a program of Huron Pines and is supported in part by the 
Corporation for National and Community Service, Michigan Community Service Commission, Huron Pines 

and contributions from host sites.  
 

To learn more, visit www.huronpines.org/americorps. 

 
 
 

http://www.huronpines.org/americorps
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Host sites for the Huron Pines AmeriCorps 2017 program year: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Antrim Conservation District 

DNR Atlanta 

DNR Cadillac 

DNR Gaylord 

DNR Gladwin 

DNR Grayling 

DNR Lansing 

DNR Pigeon River Country 

DNR Traverse City 

Grand Traverse Conservation District 

Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy 

Huron Pines 

Leelanau Conservancy 

Little Forks Conservancy 

Michigan Natural Features Inventory 

MSU Extension/Sea Grant 

Northeast Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship 

Initiative 

Otsego Conservation District 

US Forest Service – Mio 
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 Dan Ariza—231-922-6058—arizad@michigan.gov   
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Conservation Program Developer (Traverse City) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan Ariza was originally a “flatlander” from Nebraska, and is still a relative newcomer to the exquisite 

panoramas of Northern Michigan. Prior to relocating to Traverse City, Dan lived in Chicago, IL, where he 

spent a decade working to educate critical data center managers about the importance of green, energy 

efficient data center technologies and best practices. Dan is a graduate of DePaul University in Chicago 

with a background in Physical Geography and a professional certification in Geographic Information 

Systems (GIS) and Remote Sensing. In addition, he studied Environmental Sciences with an emphasis in 

Biology and Geography at the University of Nebraska at Omaha. Dan’s commitment to conservation and 

environmental stewardship has led him to water quality monitoring in the streams of Leelanau County, 

watershed restoration work in Grand Traverse County, completing the 2016 Year 9 AmeriCorps term with 

the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, and is currently embedded with the Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources in Traverse City. Since moving to Northern Michigan, he has also become an avid 

trout and salmon fisherman, in addition to the numerous other species of the inland and Great Lakes. For 

over twenty years, he has been a musher skijoring and spark sledding with his Siberian Huskies. He also 

enjoys backcountry skiing, snow shoeing, canoeing and sailing with his wife Sara. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:arizad@michigan.gov
mailto:arizad@michigan.gov
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Derek Brinks — 231-929-7911 — dbrinks@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

 

 
 

Derek Brinks was born in Chicago, but his family moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan when he was eight 

years old. Young Derek developed his love of the great outdoors from the many summer camping trips his 

family went on around the Great Lakes. Derek graduated from Calvin College in 2012 with a double major 

in Environmental Science and German. After college, Derek worked briefly in Eco-restoration, before 

leaving to study for a year in Germany with the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange for Young 

Professionals, during which he interned at a brewery in Hamburg. After Returning from Germany, Derek 

worked for Booking.com’s German customer service, before leaving to build houses with his father. Derek 

is excited to be back in the conservation field serving his second year at AmeriCorps and GTRLC. 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:dbrinks@gtrlc.org
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Tara Buehler—989-983-4101—buehlert@michigan.gov  

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Conservation Program Developer (PRC) 
The Pigeon River Country (PRC) State Forest is a public resource managed by the Michigan Department 

of Natural Resources (MDNR). Established in 1919 with the foresight of conservationist P. S. Lovejoy, 

the “Big Wild” of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula is home to elk, deer, American marten, black bear, and 

bobcat among other wild species. The Pigeon River, flowing through the heart of this special 

management unit, is known for its great trout fishing of brook, rainbow, and brown trout. It is the 

policy of the MDNR to “protect and maintain the natural beauty of [the PRC’s] forests and waters, and 

to sustain a healthy elk herd, fish, and wildlife populations,” while reaching the objectives “to manage 

and control activities so that those activities which are permitted are in keeping with the unique and 

wild character of the Pigeon River Country, and to protect the area from overuse and 

overdevelopment.” 

 

Tara Buehler earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Wildlife Ecology-Research and Management and 

Biology from the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. She has spent time as a graduate assistant 

working on small mammals in South Dakota, an intern helping with a Bioblitz event and vegetation 

surveys for the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Wetland Management District, and a 

crew member helping to control invasive species for the Appleton, Wisconsin Applied Ecological 

Services office. While serving as an AmeriCorps member, she will be involved in projects including oil 

and gas well-site improvements, a citizen science project using eBird, and controlling invasive species 

while also focusing on community outreach and hosting volunteer events. She looks forward to 

meeting wonderful people while serving at the Pigeon River Country State Forest. 

 

mailto:buehlert@michigan.gov
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Kimberlyn Burgos—231-775-9727— burgosk@michigan.gov  
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife Outreach (Cadillac) 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is a state run department with numerous sectors all 

across the state. The main office is located in Lansing, Michigan.  It was formed in the 1800’s by 

Michigan citizens thinking there was an endless supply of resources until one day it was informed that 

there is and they wanted to protect what was left. With this in mind, all of the departments have the 

same goal which is to protect the environment for current and future generations. 

 

Kimberlyn Burgos earned a Bachelor’s degree in Public Sociology from Ramapo College of New Jersey. 

Born and raised in New Jersey this past summer Kim was an intern for Rockland Conservation Service 

Corps in Rockland County, New York. She worked on many different projects such as trail building, 

surveying invasive species, community outreach, and education. Kim is continuing to educate others by 

serving for the Department of Natural Resources in Cadillac. She will be working on several programs 

to go out and educate the community. While serving as an AmeriCorps member she will be involved in 

volunteer engagements for summer projects.  

 

mailto:burgosk@michigan.gov
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Katelyn Burns—586-307-8289— katelynburns@macombgov.org  

MSU Extension/Michigan Sea Grant, Education and Outreach Program Coordinator  

By having a presence in every Michigan County, Michigan State University (MSU) Extension is able to 

bring the vast amount of knowledge and resources of MSU directly to everyday people. As their 

mission statement says, “Michigan State University Extension helps people improve their lives through 

an educational process that applies knowledge to critical issues, needs and opportunities.”  

Michigan Sea Grant is a cooperative program of the University of Michigan (UM) and Michigan State 

University (MSU). It is a part of the National Sea Grant College Program that focuses on the 

components of research, education, and outreach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Katelyn Burns earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Fisheries and Wildlife from Michigan State 

University in May, 2016 as well as minors in environmental studies and leadership in integrated 

learning. She has worked with the Detroit Zoological Society at the Belle Isle Nature Zoo in Detroit to 

teach young students about nature in their own backyards through a Summer Nature Camp. Katelyn is 

looking forward to educating students in Macomb County about the importance of the Great Lakes to 

Michigan and the region, by serving as a Huron Pines AmeriCorps member. While serving for MSU 

Extension and Michigan Sea Grant she will be involved in the Water Conservation Program (WC), Great 

Lakes Environmental Program (GLEP), and the Summer Discovery Cruise Program (SDC). 

 

mailto:katelynburns@macombgov.org


 

 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps       Developing Leaders in Conservation 

 

huronpines.org    huronpines.org/americorps     americorps.gov 

Meghan Chase—231-533-8363— mchase.acd@gmail.com   

Antrim Conservation District, Stewardship Coordinator  

 

 

Meghan Chase, a southeast Michigan native, graduated from Central Michigan University with her 

Bachelor of Science degree in Geology with a minor in Environmental Studies. As a Huron Pines 

AmeriCorps member, Meghan is serving as the Stewardship Coordinator for the Antrim Conservation 

District, where she will be focusing on conservation projects within Antrim County and surrounding 

areas. Such projects include engaging riparian landowners and the community in environmental 

stewardship, spreading awareness of invasive species, and assisting with trail maintenance and 

recycling programs. Meghan has a love of Michigan and all things outdoors, where she enjoys camping, 

kayaking, hiking, and hanging around in her hammock. She looks forward to this incredible opportunity 

to promote and ensure conservation efforts in northern Michigan.  

 

 

 

mailto:mchase.acd@gmail.com
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Hart Davis—989-732-3541— davisw7@michigan.gov    

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Silviculture & Biodiversity Program Developer (Gaylord) 

 

  

 

W. Hart Davis earned a bachelor degree in Biology from Albion College in May of 2016. While studying 

at Albion College he conducted and presented his own research studying the fledging behaviors of 

House Wrens. As an avid backpacker Hart is excited to be more involved in conservation while working 

at the DNR. During his service Hart will take a leading role in projects including developing Jack Pine 

regeneration protocol, creating Pine Marten surveying methods, as well as developing and testing 

raptor and songbird surveys. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:davisw7@michigan.gov
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Kevin Drotos — 231-929-7911 — kdrotos@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

 

 

Kevin Drotos earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Environmental Studies, with a focus in Resource 

Policy and Management, from the University of Michigan--Dearborn in August 2016. He is looking 

forward to expanding his knowledge on environmental conservation and stewardship while serving as 

an AmeriCorps member at the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy.   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kdrotos@gtrlc.org
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Tyler Dula—989-448-2293 ext. 13—tylerd.americorps@gmail.com  
Huron Pines, Habitat Restoration Technician 

 

 

Tyler grew up in Southern Michigan wanting to be a police officer, but took an interest in 

environmental conservation while studying Natural Resource Management at Grand Valley State 

University. The beauty of the natural resources on the West Coast of Michigan inspired Tyler to see 

what else Michigan had to offer. This led him to Huron Pines, where he is serving the current year for 

the Huron Pines AmeriCorps. His goal after his service with AmeriCorps is to become a conservation 

officer somewhere in Michigan.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tylerd.americorps@gmail.com
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Dan Earl — 517-284-6200 — earldani@msu.edu  
Michigan Natural Features Inventory, Natural Heritage Specialist  

 
The Michigan Natural features Inventory was founded in 1979 to inventory Michigan’s most vulnerable 

features and to build a database of information about them.  Today the program continues to 

inventory more than 600 special plants and animals as well as using the almost 40 years of information 

collected in the past to help prioritize and focus conservation actions on needed species. They also 

work to improve conservation efforts with various groups in Michigan including regulatory agencies 

and school groups. 

 

Dan Earl was a student at Central Michigan University, graduating in 2015 with a major in Biology: 

Natural Resources and a minor in GIS. During his college years he also found a passion for serving his 

community, completing over 100 hours of service each college year through various groups.  In the 

past he has worked in water quality labs as well as working with the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources on their lake sturgeon restoration project, hoping to bolster the numbers of this threatened 

species. During his time in AmeriCorps Dan hopes to continue his passion of service as well as help 

preserve the natural resources of Michigan. With MNFI he will be working on updating their heritage 

database of sensitive species through field surveys and data interpretation, as well as reaching out to 

groups across the state with various conservation initiatives. 

 

mailto:earldani@msu.edu
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Wade Gibson — 231-929-7911 — wgibson@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy is a fully accredited land trust formed in 1991 based 

out of Traverse City, Michigan. The conservancy has protected over 40,000 acres of land and more than 

121 miles of shoreline along the region’s rivers, lakes, and streams. GTRLC’s mission is to “protect 

significant natural, scenic and farm lands – and advancing stewardship – now and for all future 

generations”.  

 

Wade Gibson was born and raised in Dubuque, Iowa. He received his B.A. in Music and B.S. in 

Hospitality Management from Iowa State University where he was heavily involved with marching 

band and Drum Corps. After focusing and finding his life path, Wade went back to school and earned 

his B.S. in Environmental Science from the University of Dubuque. While in school Wade performed 

water quality research on an eastern Iowa watershed including sampling for heavy metals. This past 

summer he was a wildlife technician for the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources in Cedar City, Utah 

where he trapped and relocated Utah Prairie Dogs. He also volunteered for an AmeriCorps 

Conservation Corps based in Hurricane, Utah. Having never been to northern Michigan before, Wade is 

very excited to begin an adventure with Huron Pines AmeriCorps. While serving as a stewardship 

technician for the GTRLC, Wade will be involved with multiple projects including invasive species 

management, trail maintenance, and volunteer engagement.   

mailto:wgibson@gtrlc.org


 

 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps       Developing Leaders in Conservation 

 

huronpines.org    huronpines.org/americorps     americorps.gov 

Samantha Griffin — 231-929-7911 — sgriffin@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy (GTRLC) is a nonprofit organization that was 

established in 1991. GTRLC’s mission is “protecting natural, scenic, and farm lands – and advancing 

stewardship – now and for future generations.” GTRLC serves Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska 

and Manistee Counties and in the past 25 years has protected over 39,000 acres of land and more than 

121 miles of shoreline. Staff works together with the help of individual donors, landowners, 

foundations and volunteers in order to protect some of Michigan’s most important wildlife habitats, 

watersheds, farm lands, forestlands and ecologically significant dunes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samantha Griffin grew up in southeast Michigan. She graduated from Lake Superior State University in 2015 with 

a bachelor’s degree in fisheries and wildlife management. While a student she was a seasonal intern for the 

Grand Traverse Watershed Center, and completed her senior thesis on the feeding behavior of the common 

raven. Samantha is very eager to put her new skills to use as a Huron Pines AmeriCorps member serving with the 

stewardship team at GTRLC in her second year as a member. Her efforts will be focused on the removal of 

invasive species from a number of nature preserves, along with the development and upkeep of a number of 

trails that GTRLC maintains for community use. Samantha says, “I was searching for the opportunity to serve 

with likeminded people to help improve the communities and environments of Northern Michigan, and I found 

it through the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program!” 

mailto:sgriffin@gtrlc.org
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Andrew Grossmann — 231-929-7911 — agrossman@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

 
Grand Travers Regional Land Conservancy was formed in 1991 in order to serve the mission of 

“protecting natural, scenic, and farmlands- and advance stewardship now and for future generations.” 

The Conservancy has protected more than 40,000 acres of land in and around Grand Traverse County. 

The Conservancy assesses sites in order to provide the public with access to many of the countryside’s 

opportunities as well as to protect the diversity and health of the natural areas. 

 

Andrew Grossmann was raised in a small town outside of Kalamazoo called Gobles for the greater part 

of his childhood. Taking every opportunity to hike, fish, and camp his curiosity and love of nature grew, 

and he was fortunate enough to spend summers as a nature and canoeing instructor at VanBuren 

Youth Camp. He attended Lake Superior State University in pursuit of a degree in Conservation Biology 

in order to better preserve America’s natural resources for present and future generations. Andrew is 

looking forward to serving at Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy and helping in their mission to  

protect the lands of Northern Michigan. 

 

 

 

mailto:agrossman@gtrlc.org
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Augusta Grumdahl — 989-826-3252 ext. 3320 — agrumdahl@fs.fed.us  
US Forest Service-Mio, Outreach Coordinator 

The Mio Ranger Station is located in the Huron National Forest run by the U.S Forest Service. The Mio 

Ranger Station has many programs including; wildlife, timber, recreation, fire, fisheries, botany, and 

cultural resources.    

 

Augusta Grumdahl earned a B.S degree in Wildlife Ecology Research and Management at the University 

of Wisconsin- Stevens Point in December 2016. She has worked as an Environmental Education Intern 

at Harley Nature Center in Duluth, MN where she taught nature based summer camps for school 

children including birding, geocaching, herpetology, scat identification and more. She has also worked 

as a Turtle Wrangler through UW-Stevens Point monitoring turtle road crossings and populations at 

Jordan Park. As an AmeriCorps member serving at the Mio Ranger Station, Augusta will be working on 

creating Kirtland’s Warbler programs for school children, participating in wildlife surveys,  helping 

create this year’s Kirtland’s Warbler Young Artists’ Calendar, and creating cultural resource programs 

for schools and the public. As an AmeriCorps Member, she is looking forward to encouraging 

conservation through education and inspiring others to love the outdoors. 

mailto:agrumdahl@fs.fed.us
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Sara Huetteman — 989-835-4886 — shuetteman@littleforks.org  
Little Forks Conservancy, Land Steward 

The Little Forks Conservancy has helped protect and preserve the “wild” of nature throughout mid-

Michigan since 1996. The Little Forks Conservancy protects dozens of these special places through 

conservation agreements or as nature preserves. 

 

Sara Huetteman graduated from Central Michigan University in 2014 with a Bachelor’s in Biology: 

Natural Resources. After graduating, she worked with the Michigan DNR for a summer as an Explorer 

Guide on Belle Isle educating the public about the outdoors. This will be Sara’s second year in 

AmeriCorps; her first year was completed with the Maryland Conservation Corps near Baltimore, 

Maryland. Sara is looking forward to gaining more knowledge about conservation and land 

management. While serving at Little Forks Conservancy, Sara will work with the community to monitor 

conservation easements/preserves, maintain trails, and improve quality of the river habitat.  

 

 

 

mailto:shuetteman@littleforks.org
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Michelle Jacokes — 231-929-7911 — mjacokes@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization protecting, and 

caring to the regions natural, scenic, farm and forest lands. The GTRLC serves Antrim, Benzie, Grand 

Traverse, Kalkaska and Manistee Counties. This couples with the Land Conservancy’s mission which 

reads, “Our mission is protecting natural, scenic, and farmland, and advancing stewardship, now and 

for all future generations.” 

 

Michelle Jacokes earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Food Industry Management from Michigan 

State University in December of 2015, as well as a minor in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems. 

Since that time she has lived in Western Massachusetts working as a Harvest Crew Leader at Red Fire 

Farm, a 150+ organic fruit, vegetable and flower farm. Michelle is excited to promote sustainable 

programs and efforts that involve Michigan’s bountiful and beautiful natural resources. While her 

passion for natural resources started in sustainable agriculture, it has since broadened to learning, 

promoting and strengthening conservation initiatives across many different facets. 

Some of her interests include hiking, running, skiing and being an adventurer of the great outdoors! 

Michelle looks forward to being more involved in sustainable agriculture initiatives while serving with 

the GTRLC, as well as developing more knowledge of environmentally involved conservation efforts. 

 

 

mailto:mjacokes@gtrlc.org
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Jenna Johnson— 231-775-9727 ext. 6043— johnsonj103@michigan.gov    

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Forest Health Program Developer (Cadillac) 

The Cadillac Unit manages over 235,000  acres of state forest lands in Missaukee, Osceola, Lake, and 

Wexford Counties; provides wildfire protection for over a million acres of state and private land in the 

above counties as well as portions of Mason, Oceana, Newaygo and Mecosta Counties. Their mission is 

to remain committed to the conservation, protection, management, use and enjoyment of the state's 

natural and cultural resources for current and future generations. 

 

Jenna Johnson earned a Bachelor’s of Science from Grand Valley State University. Her major was 

natural resource management and her minors were biology and environmental studies. She has 

worked for the United States Forest Service for two years after graduation as the invasive species crew 

leader. Their daily tasks were mostly removing non-native invasive plant species using mechanical or 

chemical treatments, but also got to do stream assessments by electroshocking fish, track animals 

using radio telemetry, and complete vegetation/habitat surveys. She is serving at the Cadillac DNR and 

is looking forward to working with a new group of people to make professional relationships and gain 

valuable experiences to improve job opportunities. Her daily tasks will be entomology based; trapping 

beetles to collect pheromones, conducting pest surveys on the trees, working with private land owners 

to assess the health of their property, and providing environmental education to K-12 on tree species 

and tree pests. 

mailto:johnsonj103@michigan.gov
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Jason LaPointe—989-785-4251— lapointej1@michigan.gov   

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Resource Protection Technician (Atlanta) 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) mission statement is to commit to the 

conservation, protection, management, use and enjoyment of the state's natural and cultural 

resources for all generations. 

 

Jason LaPointe has been a “local” to the Northeast Region of Michigan for three years where he owns a 

small business with his wife and three children in the village of Lewiston. He has been a frequent visitor 

to the region for most of his life. He moved his family “up north” from Florida where Jason was a 

Project Manager for a civil engineering company that specialized in land development projects. It was 

this career that created his sincere passion for the environment and the understanding of human 

impacts upon native ecosystems. While operating his small business, Jason finalized his Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Environmental Science through Southern New Hampshire University. Through Huron 

Pines AmeriCorps, Jason is able to take the first step into his career change from engineering to 

environmental while serving at the DNR Atlanta Field Office. He is extremely excited to be involved in 

projects like forest management, invasive plant species management, soil erosion and sedimentation 

control projects, miscellaneous wildlife management tasks, and take part in various volunteer 

engagement opportunities.  

mailto:lapointej1@michigan.gov
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Wendy Lemon—989-448-2293 ext. 32—wendylemon.americorps@gmail.com  
Huron Pines, Habitat Restoration Technician 

 

 

Wendy’s educational achievements include a Master of Aeronautical Science - Dual Specializations: 

Aviation Management and Human Factors from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 2012; a 

Commercial Pilot (MEL) and Flight Instructor Rating (SEL) from Delta Connection Academy 2004; and an 

A Licensed Skydiver License in 2000.  

Although Wendy was not born in Gaylord, she grew up in Gaylord. Being surrounded by acres and acres 

of state land and a plethora of wildlife in her backyard, her love of all things nature has been a part of 

her for as long as she can remember.   

Outside of advocating for nature and the preservation of natural resources, she enjoys spending time 

with her five rescued dogs, bikejoring, kayaking, hiking, primitive camping, gardening, and participating 

in Meatless Monday. She is an experienced pilot, accomplished mountain bike racer, and long distant 

runner.   

 

mailto:wendylemon.americorps@gmail.com
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Hannah Lundin—517-284-5909— lundinh@michigan.gov  

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Private Forest Lands (Lansing) 

 

Hannah Lundin graduated December 2016 from The Pennsylvania State University with a Bachelor of 

Science in Forest Ecosystem. Previously, she gained hands-on forestry experience conducting 

regeneration surveys of tree seedlings and timber sale prep through summer internships with the 

Pennsylvania Game Commission and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 

As an AmeriCorps member, Hannah will be serving at the Michigan DNR office in Lansing and will be 

involved with a diverse set of private forest land programs, including the Forest Stewardship Program 

and the Commercial Forest Program.   

 

 

 

mailto:lundinh@michigan.gov


 

 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps       Developing Leaders in Conservation 

 

huronpines.org    huronpines.org/americorps     americorps.gov 

Ann Mills—989-732-4021— amills@otsegocountymi.gov   

Otsego Conservation District, Education Coordinator 

 

Ann Mills hails from southern Indiana and graduated from Vanderbilt University in May 2016 with 

majors in Molecular and Cellular Biology and Music. Ann is excited to be joining the conservation world 

at Otsego Conservation District as their Education Coordinator through Huron Pines AmeriCorps. Her 

past experience includes coordinating and leading outdoor adventure trips through the Vanderbilt 

Outdoor Rec Center, instructing and counseling at a sailing day camp, and teaching science labs to 1st 

graders with a program through Vanderbilt University. Most recently, Ann served for 5 months with 

the Student Conservation Association as a member of a trail crew in the Adirondack Mountains of 

upstate NY, constructing and maintaining trails throughout the Adirondack Park. Ann loves 

backpacking, canoeing, and spelunking, and can’t wait to learn cross-country skiing. She can also be 

found knitting, playing violin, baking way too many cookies, and of course, visiting family and friends. 

 

 

mailto:amills@otsegocountymi.gov
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Lyndsay Morrison—989-426-9205 ext. 7611— morrisonl1@michigan.gov  

Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Conservation Program Developer (Gladwin) 

The Gladwin DNR Management Unit manages 220,000 acres of state land in six different counties 

including; Clare, Isabella, Gladwin, Midland, Arenac, and parts of both Bay and Iosco counties.  The land 

types contained within the unit are very diverse ranging from large, low wetland areas to rolling sandy 

soils. Prescribed burns are common within the Unit to reduce slash from harvest and to improve 

natural regeneration. Various kinds of recreational opportunities  exist within the Unit, including a bird 

dog field trial area that is unique not only for Michigan but for the country as a whole.  

 

Lyndsay Morrison received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology: Natural Resources, as well as a 

minor in Geographic Information Systems from Central Michigan University in May of 2016. She spent 

the summer after her graduation working as an Applied Science Intern at Seney National Wildlife 

Refuge where she lead Secretive Marsh Bird surveys, participated in Black-backed woodpecker surveys 

and Common Tern monitoring, and participated in various land management activities including 

removal of invasive species and Rapid Ecological Assessments of forests. Lyndsay is very excited to 

serve with the Gladwin DNR Office where she will be assisting the Adopt-A-Forest program, taking 

Inventory of Oil and Gas sites, as well as helping the Unit’s Foresters, Wildlife Biologist, and Fire Crew.  

mailto:morrisonl1@michigan.gov


 

 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps       Developing Leaders in Conservation 

 

huronpines.org    huronpines.org/americorps     americorps.gov 

Alyson Oostdyk — 231-929-7911 — aoostdyk@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy (GTRLC) is a nonprofit organization that was 

established in 1991. GTRLC’s mission is “protecting natural, scenic, and farm lands – and advancing 

stewardship – now and for future generations.” GTRLC serves Antrim, Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska 

and Manistee Counties and in the past 25 years has protected over 39,000 acres of land and more than 

121 miles of shoreline. Staff works together with the help of individual donors, landowners, 

foundations and volunteers in order to protect some of Michigan’s most important wildlife habitats, 

watersheds, farm lands, forestlands and ecologically significant dunes. 

 

Alyson Oostdyk grew up in northern New Jersey where she attended Ramapo College and earned a B.S. 

in Integrated Sciences. After working in sustainable trail design and building in New York State, she 

knew working outdoors and hands on was her calling. She looks forward to working hard and leaning a 

lot during her time serving at the GTRLC. In her free time she can be found kayaking, reading, playing 

basketball, or continuing her lifelong quest of hiking in all 59 national parks (26 and counting!). Alyson 

says, “I’m very excited to explore and learn more about the Northern Michigan environment during my 

time serving as a Huron Pines AmeriCorps member.” 
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Leah Robison — 231-256-9665 — lrobison@leelanauconservancy.org  
Leelanau Conservancy, Stewardship Specialist 

 

Leah Robison is originally from Saint Paul, Minnesota and attended school in Des Moines, Iowa at 

Drake University. She studied Environmental Science and learned about the conservation issues 

concerning prairie ecosystems. Leah was previously an AmeriCorps member at a refugee connection 

center in Des Moines, working on a team to assist in agriculture education. She is very interested in 

continuing to be involved in the local and sustainable food movement while living in Northwest 

Michigan! Leah will be serving at the Leelanau Conservancy as a Stewardship Specialist assisting in 

conservation efforts in the beautiful Leelanau Peninsula. As part of her service with Leelanau 

Conservancy she will develop a citizen science volunteer program, create interpretive guides and 

stewardship materials, and perform on the ground restoration projects. 

 

 

 

mailto:lrobison@leelanauconservancy.org


 

 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps       Developing Leaders in Conservation 

 

huronpines.org    huronpines.org/americorps     americorps.gov 

Olivia Rose — 989-884-6216 — olivia.nemiglsi@gmail.com  
Northeast Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative, Education Coordinator 

 

Olivia Rose received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Social Relations and Policy from Michigan State 

University in December 2016. Before joining as a Huron Pines AmeriCorps member she worked with 

Ducks Unlimited conducting policy related research, organizing events and practicing communications 

strategies to engage local, state and federal officials in great lakes policy and habitat restoration 

successes. In her final semester at MSU she was involved in a community capacity analysis of the 

Lansing School District, where she and several other students evaluated assets within the Lansing 

community that can be better utilized to support student performance and college access. Olivia is 

excited to be serving with the Northeast Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative (NEMIGLSI) as 

education coordinator. In her service she will be helping to facilitate sustainable relationships between 

local schools, their surrounding communities and conservation assets to incorporate Place Based 

Education (PBE) within the curriculum throughout northeast Michigan. 

mailto:olivia.nemiglsi@gmail.com
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Angel Squalls — 517-284-5909 — squallsa@michigan.gov  
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Cooperative Programs Developer (Lansing) 

 

Angel Squalls earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Interdisciplinary Environmental Science and 

Society from Eastern Michigan University in April 2016. She has volunteered with the Huron River 

Watershed Council, as well as interned for one of our state Senators in Ann Arbor. Angel is looking 

forward to continuing to promote and ensure conservation throughout the state of Michigan with her 

service at the Department of Natural Resources: Forest Resources Division. While serving as an 

AmeriCorps member she will be involved in projects including planning, and hosting events that 

promotes environmental education and conservation throughout Michigan.  
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Chelsea Taylor — 231-941-0960 — ctaylor@gtcd.org  
Grand Traverse Conservation District, Conservation Technician 

 

Chelsea Taylor earned a Bachelor of Science Degree in Wildlife Biology from the University of Michigan-

Flint in May 2015. She has interned with the Platte River State Fish Hatchery cleaning raceways, doing 

fish inventories, and water testing. She has been a Park Naturalist for Genesee County Parks at For-Mar 

Nature Preserve leading nature hikes and caring for the Nature Center’s critters. She has also worked 

for a summer maintaining parklands for Holly State Recreation Area. Chelsea is looking forward to 

promote and ensure conservation in Northern Michigan with her service at the Grand Traverse 

Conservation District. While serving as an AmeriCorps member, she will be involved in a dam removal 

project and boardwalk repair, as well as many other parkland projects.  

mailto:ctaylor@gtcd.org
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Doug Tyran — 989-348-6371 ext. 7447 — tyrand@michigan.gov  
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Conservation Program Developer (Grayling) 

The Grayling DNR manages 279,000 acres of land in Crawford, Oscoda, Alcona, and Iosco counties. The 

unit manages multiple aspects of the land for timber harvest, wildfire protection, wildlife, recreation 

and military training. It contains the entire watercourse of the Au Sable River, and is the head waters of 

the Upper Manistee River. There are a variety of forest types ranging from hardwoods, aspen, and jack 

pine plains. Jack pines create a critical ecosystem for the endangered Kirtland’s Warbler; 54,000 acres 

are intentionally set aside for its nesting habitat. 

 

Doug is a Northern Michigan Native who studied Agribusiness Management at Michigan State 

University. While working in the Agriculture industry in Southern Illinois, he realized he had a stronger 

passion for conservation. That passion led him to Colorado for 6 months, to serve on an AmeriCorps 

sponsored Conservation Corps. Through this he gained much needed experience with on the ground 

restoration projects including: fuels reduction, invasive species control, habitat restoration and trail 

building. The conjunction of his new found skills and interest to serve in his own backyard led him to 

Huron Pines AmeriCorps. Doug looks forward to making an impact on public lands while serving with 

the Grayling DNR. For his service he will be heavily involved in the following: coordinating volunteer 

efforts, tackling invasive species, planning restoration projects, and helping assess inventory at the 

forest fire experimental station. He also hopes to assist with prescribed burns in the area and obtain his 

wildland fire fighter certification.  

mailto:tyrand@michigan.gov
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Emily Vogelgesang — 989-448-2293 ext. 15 — emilyv.americorps@gmail.com   
Huron Pines, Community Education Specialist 

Huron Pines is a nonprofit organization with a mission to conserve the forests, lakes and streams of 

Northeast Michigan. Located in the center of our planet’s most iconic freshwater chain, Huron Pines 

and partners have the privilege and responsibility to bring people together to shape strong nature-

based communities, conserve our treasured lands teeming with wildlife and protect the Great Lakes – 

Earth’s most important source of fresh water. Visit our website at www.huronpines.org.  

 

Emily Vogelgesang earned a B.S. in Biosystems Engineering, Ecological Focus from Auburn University in 

2014. She grew up in north Florida and loves any water related activity. Emily worked the past two 

years as a private consultant for the Georgia Department of Transportation completing environmental 

permits for roadway and aviation projects. She is excited to explore Michigan and all the outdoor 

recreation it offers. At Huron Pines, Emily will be working as the Community Education Specialist and is 

looking forward to connecting with community members and schools. 
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Autumn Wonnacott — 231-929-7911 — awonnacott@gtrlc.org 
Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, Stewardship Technician 

 

Autumn Wonnacott graduated from Michigan State University in 2014 with a Bachelor of Science in 

Environmental Biology and Zoology. While studying at MSU, two different career interests developed 

and those were environmental education and conservation field based work. For the last two years, 

she has been working at the Howell Nature Center teaching a variety of outdoor and environmental 

programs to different age groups because she believes it is so important to connect children with 

nature. Although environmental education is so important, she realized she wanted to actually be out 

in the field doing the hard work to conserve and protect our environment. She is beyond excited to be 

serving as at the Grand Traverse Land Conservancy in Traverse City and being able to get the 

opportunity to work out in the field and learn from those working at GTRLC. 

 

mailto:awonnacott@gtrlc.org

