
Huron Pines conserves the forests, lakes, and streams 
of Northeast Michigan. We achieve this mission by 

bringing people together and coordinating  
on-the-ground stewardship projects. 
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Executive Director’s Report 

Back in June, in a small cabin in the woods near the Pigeon River, our Board 
and staff came together to share ideas about our organization. Since we spend 
so much of our time working on projects and tasks, it was a chance to take a few 
hours and step back from some of the day-to-day issues and focus on the bigger 
picture. 
 
Surprisingly, given the very different backgrounds we all brought to the retreat, 
we found ourselves very much on the same page when it came to the 
organization  where it’s been, where we’re at, and the direction Huron Pines 
should be headed. 
 
The pride in the organization, particularly our demonstrated ability to take an 
idea from “conception to completion” and our willingness to help out other 
organizations and committees when they need it most, was shared by all of us. 
Thoughts about the future – particularly our need to increase our educational 

outreach efforts to the public, focus more on long-term conservation projects, diversify our funding, and 
take a more pro-active approach in developing new programs –  
were all strategies mentioned again and again. 
 
For our small but effective organization, finding this common 
ground means that we’re ready to meet even more of the 
natural resource challenges which face the forests, lakes, and 
streams of Northeast Michigan. As we focus on the future, 
we’re ready to ask that you join us in these efforts. Take a look 
at our newsletter to better understand the type of projects we 
are working on. (And, if you’d like to see these projects 
firsthand, be sure to give us a call.) Please consider a generous 
gift to Huron Pines so that we can continue to do more of the 
practical, hands-on conservation work that our region needs. 
 
 

Rifle and Au Gres Watershed Assessment 
 

Within the 11 county service area of Huron Pines, the southern 
part of our region, draining directly to the troubled Saginaw 
Bay via the Rifle and Au Gres rivers, is now targeted for future 
project work. 
 
With funding recently awarded through the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service’s Rapid Watershed 
Assessment program, Huron Pines is renewing its efforts to 
work with stakeholders in the area to identify resource 
problems and conduct an innovative new public outreach 
program. Agriculture runoff, urban stormwater, excessive 
channelization, streambank erosion, road-stream crossings, 
impoundments, and invasive species all contribute problems to 
this important Saginaw Bay drainage area. Addressing each, 
through an approach involving as many partners as we can, is 
the way to improve water quality for the future. Look for the 
kick-off for this project to begin in the fall. 

Executive Director 
Brad Jensen 

 
Full Council Meeting 

 
Monday, September 11, 2006 

Grayling, Michigan 
 

Our project partners and the 
general public are invited to 
attend our Fall Full Council 
Meeting on the 11th of September. 
The meeting will take place at the 
Holiday Inn in Grayling. This 
meeting will feature a 
presentation by the Higgins Lake 
Foundation, whose board members 
will discuss what they do to 
successfully raise funds for 
projects, the type of public 
outreach activities they undertake 
to promote their mission, and 
how/what they select to support. 
 
In addition, the HP Board will 
discuss what they’ve been working 
on and staff will showcase several 
projects. Seating is limited and an 
RSVP is needed. Admission is free 
for members; $8 for non-members. 
The meeting begins at 9am, will 
end around noon, and starts off 
with a full breakfast. Hope to see 
you there! 
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Young Conservationists Get Their Hands Wet   
The Huron Pines Restoration Crew got a little help on July 12. Make that a bunch of help! The Michigan 
Trout Camp sponsored by the Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited showed up ready to work. 
Seventeen teenagers and seven chaperones donned their waders and began a whirlwind of cutting, 
dragging, and depositing Large Woody Debris into the Au Sable River. Under the guidance of the 
Restoration Crew, the volunteers placed nearly 100 trees in four pre-determined locations along the 
shoreline in less than three hours. 
 
With kids from all over the United States, including two from Arizona, one each from Ohio, Florida, and 
Texas, and several from across Michigan, the seventeen campers represented a good mix of future 
conservationists. Their time here in 
Northeast Michigan incorporated many 
aspects of aquatic ecosystems and human 
uses of the river. They not only helped with 
the creation of LWD structures but 
participated in an entomology course, 
learned about the hydrology of the river, 
and visited the Civilian Conservation Corps 
Camp to learn about the natural history of 
the area. It wasn’t all hard work though, 
the campers took fly-casting and fly-tying 
lessons, and participated in a canoe float. 
Many thanks to The Michigan Trout Camp 
and numerous sponsors. Your hard work is 
very much appreciated. 
 
Volunteers Begin Restoration Efforts in the Pine River-Van Etten Lake Watershed  
For the past several years, stakeholders in this Alcona and Iosco county watershed have worked to 
develop a locally-led group of volunteers, implement projects identified in their watershed management 
plan, send important educational information out to watershed residents and begin local fundraising 
efforts. With leadership from the Van Etten Lake Association and the Conservation Districts, along with 
support from the US Forest Service, Huron Pines, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service, the 
group is moving forward on several fronts. Most recently, volunteers completed work on the first phase of 
a project to improve the water quality of the East Branch of the Pine River. By planting trees in the 
riparian corridor, these water stewards hope to reduce runoff, stabilize the streambanks, help cool water 
temperatures, and provide a zone of vegetation in important wildlife corridors. 

 
 On June 9th, ten of these volunteers spent 
their morning working at the Joslin family 
farm. With funding provided to Huron Pines 
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, plant 
materials for the riparian corridor were 
purchased. The fall phase of the project will 
involve using equipment to pull a section of 
streambank back and reduce the amount of 
sediment entering the creek. For more 
information about upcoming volunteer projects 
in this watershed, contact Dan Stock at 
etts95@yahoo.com or call the HP office. Volunteers plant trees along the East Branch of the Pine 

River in order to help improve streambank habitat, shade the 
river, and stabilize the bank.  

Volunteers in Action 



Building Better Backroads 
Huron Pines has been involved with the Better Backroads Program for many years, the purpose of which 
is to improve water quality in the Great Lakes region by encouraging the proper design, construction and 
maintenance of non-paved backroads. Oftentimes a gravel or sand road can contribute large amounts of 
sediment and impede fish passage where it crosses a stream or river. However, a properly constructed and 
maintained crossing will control streambank erosion, decrease sedimentation, maintain a natural stream 
channel, and lessen the amounts of harmful pollutants associated with transportation including gas, oils, 
and antifreeze from entering the river system. 
 
All road/stream crossing projects Huron Pines works on employ “Better Backroads” principles to protect 
the integrity of the waterway while providing a safe crossing for vehicles. In 2000, we published a manual 
titled “Great Lakes Better Backroads Guidebook: Clean Water by Design” which provides cost-effective 
techniques for the design, construction and maintenance of backroads. It was distributed to county road 
managers and numerous lake/river associations, conservation groups, and local officials interested in 
protecting the integrity of their streams.  
 
The program was so successful we are now updating and re-printing the manual with funding provided by 
the Great Lakes Commission. Once complete, the manuals will again be distributed to encourage their 
use and will also be available on our website: www.huronpines.org.  
  
Thunder Bay Road/Stream Crossing Initiative  
The Thunder Bay River Watershed, located in Montmorency and Alpena counties, drains approximately 
1,300 square miles into Lake Huron. Sediment from road-stream crossings was identified as the number 

one source of pollution to the watershed. As a 
result, the Northeast Michigan Council of 
Governments (NEMCOG) applied to the DEQ 
Clean Michigan Initiative to repair 5 sites in the 
watershed contributing high sediment loads. 
NEMCOG then contracted with Huron Pines to 
coordinate the road-stream improvement 
projects.  
 
Two of the crossings are located on Greasy 
Creek, a headwater tributary to Gilchrist Creek, 
and will be repaired this fall. Both sites have 
long, steep approaches, undersized culverts and 
no runoff control measures. Each of these sites 
will receive a new arched culvert funded by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service Fish Passage 
Program to eliminate upstream ponding, create a 
more natural stream channel, allow for fish 
passage and help reduce streambank and 
roadbed erosion. Additionally, the approaches 
will be hardened with a limestone aggregate and 
diversion outlets will be installed to divert runoff 
from the crossing.  
 

The three remaining sites will be repaired in Spring 2007. Total cost of the road-stream improvement 
project is $177,000 with funding provided by the Clean Michigan Initiative and the USF&WS Fish 
Passage Program and with in-kind services provided by the Montmorency County Road Commission.  

 
 

McIntyre Road crossing Greasy Creek: Massive amounts of 
sediment are being introduced into this trout-rearing stream 
from the steep, sandy approaches, roadbed erosion and 
undersized culvert. 
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Stream Restoration Programs 
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The Large Woody Debris (LWD) program is in full swing. 
This year’s Restoration Crew consists of crew leader Ken 
Reed, his sons Jake and Mitch Reed, Steve “Stosh” Sendek, 
and father/son duo Kevin and Kyle Kennedy. They have been 
actively creating LWD structures throughout the North 
Branch and Main Stream of the Au Sable River.  
 
Early this summer, the crew focused the majority of their 
time on the Main Stream between Grayling and McMasters 
Bridge, placing 4- to 5-tree complexes at nearly 50 different 
sites. Most recently, they have been working on the North 
Branch at the Blue Water Realty site, a parcel encompassing 
nearly four and a half miles of the North Branch. 
 

Huron Pines has been receiving a great number of renewed land owner agreements from other riverfront 
property owners. These signed agreements continue to facilitate our work with LWD on the river by 
allowing the Restoration Crew to access the stream over private property, place LWD structures on 
property limits, and in many cases use live or dead trees from those properties. 
 
The Restoration Crew will also carry out a number of erosion control projects in the coming months. 
These projects entail the use of native vegetation, terraced slopes, “lunker” structures and LWD to curtail 
erosion along the riverbanks. What is shaping up to be a busy summer for the Restoration Crew means 
good news for local watersheds. Funding for 2006 crew work is provided by the Michigan Fly Fishing 
Club, Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited, North Branch Property Owners Association, Michigan 
Wildlife Conservancy, Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Au Sable River Watershed 
Restoration Committee, Gates Au Sable Lodge, and private landowners. 
  
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative Boasts Successful First Year  
The Pigeon River Habitat Initiative began in 2001 when groups of concerned citizens and resource 
professionals came together to discuss ways to protect the wildlife habitat surrounding the Pigeon River 
State Forest. Last year, with the support of project partners, Huron Pines hired a Pigeon River Habitat 
Specialist and on-the-ground work started moving forward. The Habitat Specialist met one-on-one with 
interested property owners to discuss forest stewardship practices, permanent land protection options, 
and wildlife food plots. The primary sources of funding for this project were the Rocky Mountain Elk 
Foundation, Department of Natural Resources, 
Charlevoix County Community Foundation, Ruffed 
Grouse Society and the Headwaters Chapter of TU. 
 
Accomplishments to date: 
 178 acres of wildlife food plots planted 
 4,215 acres placed under forest stewardship plans 
 873 acres permanently protected  
 Habitat Specialist met with 59 different property 

owners 
 Funding in place for another busy year 

Pictured right: Habitat fragmentation resulting from roads, 
development, and oil and gas extraction can inhibit the 
movement of wildlife. It is important to retain “buffers” (shown 
between the field and the road) to allow for safe wildlife 
movement and provide needed cover and food sources. 
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Shoreline Greenbelts 

What is a Greenbelt? 
 
Before Michigan lakes and streams became popular sites for 
homes and cottages, they were lined with native trees, grasses, 
flowers and shrubs that acted as natural filters, effectively 
limiting the amount of nutrients and sediment entering the 
water. With development, these natural barriers were often 
replaced with turf grass lawns, terracing, and seawalls.  
 
Native vegetation along rivers and lakes is essential for 
protecting water quality by controlling runoff, minimizing 
erosion, and absorbing nutrients. These natural buffers also 
provide vital wildlife habitat, add to the natural beauty of the 
shoreline, increase privacy, and lower lawn care costs once 
established. 
 
Benefits of a Greenbelt 
 
Greenbelts offer many advantages for residents and visitors of our 
lakes, streams, and rivers: 
 
 Filtering out sediment and other pollutants 
 Preventing erosion 
 Protecting buildings and property and reducing 

maintenance costs 
 Providing privacy, noise control, and aesthetic benefits 
 Deterring geese 
 Establishing corridors for wildlife 
 Encouraging fish spawning 
 Attracting butterflies and birds 
 Stabilizing water temperatures 

Native plants including wildflowers, grasses, shrubs and 
trees have deeper root systems than turf grass lawns. They 
improve shoreline stabilization and are better at trapping 
pollutants because of their deeper root systems. 

    Grow Native! 
 

Many people are 
unaware of the 
enormous benefits that 
native plants can bring 
to one’s property. 
Oftentimes, native 
plants are considered to 
be weed-like and 
unattractive. In 

actuality, native plants include many 
grasses, flowers, trees, and shrubs that 
can strongly enhance the quality and 
beauty of your shoreline. Most 
importantly, native plants are easy to 
maintain. Because they have adapted to 
Michigan’s soils and climate, they 
thrive almost anywhere and require 
very little care. 
Also, native 
plants provide 
habitat and food 
for many of 
Michigan’s native 
animals.  
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Higgins Lake Greenbelt Planting Program 

Look for the Yellow Flag 
 

The Higgins Lake Steward Program is a collaborative 
effort between the Higgins Lake Foundation and Huron 
Pines. Flags are “awarded” to property owners exhibiting 
excellent lake stewardship practices. Property owners 
can be nominated and will be required to complete a 
short application prior to enrollment into the program. 
The following practices exemplify good stewardship: 
 

 Presence of a native greenbelt 
 Absence of erosion 
 Proper septic maintenance 
 Restricted fertilizer/pesticide use 

One of the most important things a riparian property owner can do is maintain or reestablish a native 
green belt along their shoreline. This concept has been promoted along Higgins Lake for many years. 
Literature has been distributed, a shoreline technician was hired to work directly with property owners, 
and we now have successfully installed 5 native greenbelts. Financial assistance for the greenbelts was 
provided by the MDEQ and matched with property 
owner contributions. The Higgins Lake Foundation 
promoted the program and Higgins Lake Landscaping 
provided professional services.  
 
Five motivated property owners, the Springstead’s, 
Kik’s, Bangs’, Isenstein’s and Fultz’s, took part in the 
Greenbelt Planting Project. As part of this project one 
seawall was removed, pervious walkways were 
installed, and native vegetation was planted at all five 
properties. Not only do greenbelts protect water 
quality—they also add beauty to the lakefront.  
 
When Vicki Springstead was asked why they wanted 
to add a greenbelt to their property she replied: “The 
health of Higgins Lake is precious to all.” It’s this 
attitude that will help protect the water quality of 
Higgins Lake for years to come. The seawall at this 
site had steadily been eroding and moving as ice 
pushed it up each year. It was removed and erosion 
control measures were taken by planting native 
vegetation along the shoreline. The bank was 
flattened out to reduce the potential for ice damage 
and help ensure the establishment of the greenbelt. 
 
Though planting of 5 greenbelts on a lake with over 
1000 riparian property owners seems like a small 
step, this project proves it is possible to implement a 
greenbelt planting program. We are pleased to learn 
that Higgins Lake Landscaping is already receiving 
requests to plant more greenbelts and remove more seawalls and we look forward to watching this 
program grow. Visit www.huronpines.org to view each property participating in the program. 

Above: The Springstead property ‘before’ (top) and 
‘during.’ The old seawall was removed, the bank was 
re-sloped, rock was added to protect against ice damage 
and native flowers, grasses and shrubs were planted.  



Resource Advisory Group 
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 All of us in the conservation community have complained for years about a lack of funding for projects and 
the lack of available help to get things done. With those two concerns in mind, we have begun working 
with resource professionals who can help us look at our 4 million acre service area and ensure that we are 
always working on the best projects possible. Our goal with new projects is that, before approval by the 
Huron Pines Executive Board, our projects go through a technically sound, science-based approval 
process. To help, we’ve established a new Resource Advisory Group. The group can technically evaluate 
the problem and proposed solution, and recommend the project for adoption (meaning Huron Pines will 
help work on it by either providing assistance with project management, technical help, or fundraising). If 
the idea needs to be developed further or if it doesn’t fit with what we are trying to accomplish, the 
committee can recommend modifications to the proposal or reject the project.  
 
At Huron Pines, we work to make sure the 
solutions we come up with are: 1) science-based, 
2) meet an important resource conservation 
need, 3) are able to be successfully completed 
based on available staffing and funding, and 4) 
always fit our mission of conserving the forests, 
lakes, and streams of Northeast Michigan. 
 
In the past few months, we have brought several 
individuals together to form our Resource 
Advisory Group. The make-up of this committee 
includes: 
 
 Jeff Silagy, MDEQ Land and Water 

Management Division 
 Dave Borgeson, MDNR Fisheries Division 
 Steve Sendek, MDNR Fisheries Division 
 Rick Shoemaker, MDEQ Surface Water 

Quality Division 
 Heather Rawlings, US Fish and Wildlife 

Service 
 Roger Rasmussen, Huron Pines Board and 

retired MDNR Forestry Division  
 
As the group evolves, Huron Pines will be 
looking to add a couple of members, particularly 
with expertise in the areas of wildlife 
management and land use. Our expectation is 
that the work of the group will not only help 
Huron Pines, but result in better projects for our 
partners and have the buy-in of a greater 
number of supporters. We know that, as funding 
becomes even scarcer and projects receive more 
and more scrutiny, our approach will mean 
having to say no to some project ideas from 
landowners and partners. As always, the projects 
selected through our system will not necessarily be the most talked-about resource issues or the most 
well-financed, but simply the projects which our Board, staff, and team of resource partners feel are the 
truly the most important in the big scheme of things. 
 
 

Erosion sites like these on the Upper Black River, 
impacting sturgeon spawning habitat, are the type of 
projects the Resource Advisory Group will be evaluating. 



Rain Gardens and Runoff 

9 

 

Polluted stormwater runoff occurs when precipitation carries sediment, oils, greases, trash, and other 
hazardous material from impervious surfaces such as roadways, sidewalks, and parking lots directly to a 
lake or stream. Stormwater runoff increases water temperatures and contributes to downstream erosion 
because of the fluctuating water levels after rain events or snow melts. These conditions are very 
disruptive to a high-quality river system such as the Au Sable.  
 
Historically, the way to manage stormwater has been to dispose of runoff in the quickest manner possible, 
with little regard for its impact on natural resources. Where natural vegetation and soils once intercepted 

runoff, impervious surfaces now send runoff 
directly to the Au Sable River. The natural 
filtering effect of the land is lost, and the river 
shows the symptoms. 
 
HP is working with many partners and 
coordinating a city-wide retrofit of the Grayling 
stormwater system. A combination of natural 
infiltration and end-of-pipe treatment is being 
used to intercept the polluted runoff prior to its 
discharge into the river. One major component of 
the project is to capture runoff in many small rain 
gardens. Rain gardens mimic pre-development 
conditions by infiltrating water into the ground to 
be filtered, cooled and slowly released into ground 
or surface waters. To date, 86 rain gardens have 
been installed, reducing polluted runoff by an 
estimated 80 percent from a six block area.  

The deep root systems of native plants in rain gardens 
not only hold soil in place but also take up pollutants 
which would otherwise end up in the Au Sable River. 

Project Contributors 
 
 City of Grayling 
 Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

and the Clean Michigan Initiative 
 Trout Bum Bar-B-Q 
 Michigan Fly Fishing Club 
 Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Elliott Donnelley Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Lee Wulff Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Ray’s Canoeing and the Fly Factory 
 Spike’s Keg of Nails 
 Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association 
 Crawford County 
 Many Individual Contributors 
 Engineering designs provided by Gosling Czubak 

Engineering Sciences, Inc. 

Though used to being in the river for volunteer work 
bees, members of Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited are protecting the Au Sable River by 
planting rain gardens, helping to reduce 80% of 
polluted runoff from entering the river.  



Serving Northeast Michigan 

10 

 Huron Pines  
501 Norway Street, Grayling, MI 49738 
 
Phone: (989) 344-0753 
Fax: (989) 348-7945 
Website: www.huronpines.org 
Email: info@huronpines.org 
 
Executive Board 
Officers  
Paul Rose Chairman 
Roger Frye Vice Chairman  
Connie Schrieber Treasurer 
Kris Sorgenfrei Secretary 
Richard Karsen, Sr.  Past Chairman 
 
At-large Board Members 
Bruce Reetz  
Roger Rasmussen 
Dave Waltz 
Heidi Fetz   
 
Executive Director 
Brad Jensen 
 
Huron Pines Staff 
Patrick Ertel 
 Restoration Project Manager 
Susan La Vanture 
 Accountant 
Lisha Ramsdell 
 Watershed Project Manager 
Ken Reed 
 Restoration Crew Leader 
Jill Scarzo 
 Program Assistant 
Dan Sikarskie 
 Consulting Forester 
River Restoration Crew 
 Kevin Kennedy Kyle Kennedy 
 Jake Reed  Mitch Reed 
 Stosh Sendek 

From Restoring Reefs to Restoring Rivers 
Welcome, Patrick 

 

Having survived an interview that lasted more than 
three hours and included an essay question worthy of 
a dissertation, we would like to welcome Patrick Ertel 
to Huron Pines. Patrick, who formerly managed an 
oyster reef restoration project in coastal North 
Carolina while working for The Nature Conservancy, 
has been hired to coordinate the river restoration 
programs that Huron Pines manages.  

 
In his current 
accommodations along 
the banks of the North 
Branch Au Sable River, 
he is well-positioned to 
jump in and begin his 
work improving instream 
fisheries habitat with the 
Large Woody Debris 
project, as well as 
numerous streambank 
erosion control efforts. 
We are so very pleased to 

have Patrick on board and look forward to completing 
many projects together. 
 
 

Thank You! 
 
Many thanks to our Volunteers who spent several 
hours preparing mailings: Heidi Fetz, Glenda Grix, 
Noreen Montie, Geraldine Rapley and Lucille Smith.  
They are helping to conserve the forests, lakes, and 
streams of Northeast Michigan—thank you! 
 
 George Jury and the Greenwood Foundation for 

providing meeting space. 
 
 Neal Godby for working with students from 

Onaway Schools on a stream assessment when we 
were shorthanded.  

 
 Cathy Martell and Jerry La Vanture for helping 

set up a new computer system.  
 
 Eugene Stagner for assembling the Pine River-Van 

Etten Lake landowner contact list. 

Goodbye, Kris 
While delighted to have Patrick on board, we 
were also sad to see Kris Bruestle leave. For the 
past three years, Kris managed Huron Pines 
restoration projects. By moving to Ohio, Kris 
and his wife Renee (and their newborn son 
Teagen) will be closer to family. Good luck, 
Kris! 
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Huron Pines has many generous sponsors who help us make an impact. Thank you to the following Members 
and Project Contributors since April 19, 2006. We’re only successful because of the commitment of our 

supporters. 

Thank You! 

New and Renewing Members, continued 
Other Contributors  
 Richard Adadow 
 Alcona, Iosco, Cedar Lake Association, Inc. 
 Joseph and Martha Burnham 
 Mark and Mary Cyccone 
 Benjamin Duby 
 Howard and Geneva French in memory of O.B. and 
Evelyn Eustis 
 Robert and Karla Grant  
 Thomas and Barbara Harkleroad 
 Homer and Wanda Hilner 
 Kalbli Jr. Family Trust, Anton Kalbli, Jr., Lora L. Kalbli 
 Dan and Heidi Keifer 
 Long Lake Improvement Association 
 Gordon and Vernie Nethercut 
 Doris Parker 
 Donald and Dorothy Peacor 
 Ron Peckens 
 Ralph and Nancy Rucinski 
 
Project Contributors 
Alcona Black River Watershed 
 Roger and Peggy Carlin 
 Daniel and Cheryl Gauthier 
 Thomas and Annette Kane 
 Au Sable River Main Branch Habitat Improvement 
Project  
 Gates Au Sable Lodge 
Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee 
 Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Ray’s Canoeing & The Fly Factory 
 Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association 
Fletcher Pond 
 John and Mary Fitzgerald 
Grayling Stormwater Project 
 Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association 
Ogemaw Stormwater 
 William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative 
 Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
Pine River-Van Etten Lake 
 James Abney 
 Thomas Engle 
 Leon and Gloria Grzegorzewski 
 Michael Lakatos 
 Leif and Lois Lindblom 
 Dorothy Miller and Kathleen Szalay 
 William and Eileen Palmer 
 Joseph and Carole Plunkey 
 John and Diane Rioux 
 Arlene Rockwell 
 Thomas and Jodie Salter 
 Colman and Gloria Sanders 
 William Simons 
Sod Dock Initiative 
 Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association 
 

River Patrons $1,000-$2,499 
 Earl and Jo Taylor 
 Wolverine Power Cooperative 
Sustainers $500-$999 
 Thomas Buhr 
 Challenge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Gail Dawson and James Kure Family 
 Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Paul and Carol Rose 
 Ronald and Kristen Sorgenfrei 
 David and Carol Waltz 
 
New and Renewing Members 
Partners $100-$499 
 Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber 
 Arthur and Helen Kerle 
 Gary and Linda Kesler 
 Lee Wulff Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
 Joseph and Carole Plunkey 
 Roger Rasmussen 
 Barbara Reed 
 Nathaniel Rowe 
 Connie Schrieber 
 Upper Manistee River Association 
 Thomas E. Williams 
Supporters $50-$99 
 James and Laurice Albers in memory of Millard J. 
Albers 
 William and Debra Anderson 
 Anonymous in memory of George Bentley 
 Patrick and Judith Benson in memory of Mary 
McCarthy 
 Gerald and Rose Burke 
 Don Burkley 
 John Dempsey 
 George and Stephanie Ebling 
 James and Marie Francis 
 Jeannette Freyburger 
 Houghton Lake Improvement Board 
 Jerry and Sally Jensen 
 Keith Lowrie in memory of Richard Lowrie, Sr. 
 Nick and Karen Mancini 
 Mark and Pamela Meadows 
 Nancy Mellott 
 Paul Mesack 
 Oscoda Canoe Rental, LLC 
 John and Marcy Potter 
 Mark and Lisha Ramsdell 
 Leo and Sylvia Schuster 
 William and Ruth Stenglein 



 
Crapo Creek/Lovells Road-Stream Crossing  

Huron Pines  
501 Norway St.   
Grayling, Michigan 49738    
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A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization and an equal opportunity provider, serving 
Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle and Roscommon counties. 

Crapo Creek is a headwater tributary feeding into the 
North Branch of the Au Sable River, a “blue ribbon trout 
stream,” in southern Otsego County. Steep approaches, 
a gravel road, and a failing bridge have all contributed 
to an unstable crossing. Groups including the Otsego 
County Road Commission, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Huron Pines, North Branch Property Owners 
Association, Au Sable River Watershed Restoration 
Committee, Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society and the Paul 
H. Young and Headwaters Chapters of Trout Unlimited 
have come together to address the problem. The water 
resources and fishery of Crapo Creek will be improved 
significantly by replacing the road crossing and 
stabilizing its approaches. 
 
It has been determined that this crossing is contributing at least 5 tons of road gravel/sediment into 
Crapo Creek. Both approaches are long and slope toward the crossing and the current bridge is in need of 
major repair (sections of the bridge have actually fallen into the creek).  
 
The new bottomless culvert will increase fish passage and help eliminate the gravel/sediment that is 
currently entering the stream system. The hardening of approaches and installation of runoff turnouts 
will also aid in eliminating sediment from entering the stream. Once the Best Management Practices are 
installed we anticipate a load reduction of 88 percent. Additional benefits will include a more natural 
stream channel, improved habitat, and reduced downstream erosion. Total cost of the project is 
approximately $84,000 with funding provided by numerous conservation groups, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and in-kind services provided by the Otsego County Road Commission.  

Above: The failing structure. Note the amount of 
sediment washing directly into the river. 


