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A Note from the Director
What a difference a year makes. Our new 2008-2009 AmeriCorps members,
accompanied by a few of our staff, just returned from the yearly AmeriCorps
Member Celebration in Lansing, where they officially kicked off a new year of
service and celebrated the spirit of volunteerism with hundreds of other Michigan
AmeriCorps members. The energy and enthusiasm of these AmeriCorps members
who are serving in communities all across Michigan is just an incredible sight to
see. The meeting closed with an inspirational talk from the First Gentleman, Daniel
Mulhern, that highlighted the important role that volunteering plays in our state—
and how the need for the AmeriCorps Program continues to grow. He even made a
special mention of the river protection work of our program.
The change we’ve seen this past year is that more and more good conservation
Ten of the 2008-2009 Huron Pines AmeriCorps
projects are being accomplished and people are recognizing the impact our
members at Member Orientation on November 13
AmeriCorps Members are making. This year, with more than 1,000 AmeriCorps
with Program Director Lisha Ramsdell.
members serving across the state, our 12 AmeriCorps members with Huron Pines
represent the only environmental program in the state. Whether it’s leading
volunteer river projects, helping to build a greenhouse in Otsego County, mapping and controlling invasive species, or teaching
school kids about nature and conservation, our program is making northern Michigan a better place to live and enjoy.
Our Board and staff at Huron Pines are thankful for the great support we receive for our efforts from the AmeriCorps program
leaders at the Michigan Community Service Commission. We have great host sites that are contributing to the program and
once again we’ve been able to attract some very talented people to our program. But we need the people who live and visit
our area to help us out as well. Huron Pines, despite the grants we’ve been able to obtain, cannot do it without your support. If
you’ve supported our efforts already, thank you—we wouldn’t be here without you. But if you haven’t taken the time to do so
yet, please make that contribution. You should know that our role as a nonprofit, non-governmental organization that truly gets
things accomplished is becoming more and more important each day. –Brad Jensen, Executive Director

A New Year, New Leaders in Conservation
Huron Pines AmeriCorps is starting a new year of service for conservation in northern Michigan. Our new members will be
serving in a number of locations and will be making a difference in many ways. Read on to learn more about each member,
and be sure to follow their activities on www.huronpinesamericorps.org.
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My name is Tim Engelhardt and I
am the invasive species coordinator
for Huron Pines. During my year of
service, I’ll be developing and implementing a volunteer invasive species
inventory and removal program as
well as engaging volunteers.

My name is Chris Homeister and I am
the implementation coordinator for
Huron Pines. During my year of service,
I’m developing a monitoring program,
coordinating the Conservation First
Responder program and organizing
volunteer workdays.

My name is Steven Gates and I am
the education and outreach specialist for the Thunder Bay National
Marine Sanctuary. During my year of
service, I’m assisting in development
and implementation of educational
and volunteer programming.

My name is Matthew Murray and I
am the environmental educator for
Gahagan Nature Preserve. During my
year of service, I’ll be coordinating the
Environmental Learning for the Future
and visiting naturalist programs, along
with developing new education programs in the local schools and communities.

Huron Pines AmeriCorps
My name is Kristin Nelson and I am the
monitoring specialist for Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited. During my year of
service, I’m designing and implementing
a volunteer stream monitoring program,
as well as promoting other programs and
recruiting volunteers.

My name is Emily Sewell and I am the
natural resource education coordinator for
Otsego Conservation District. During my
2nd year of service at OCD, I’ll be coordinating volunteers; promoting and implementing outreach, habitat enhancement,
and food plot programs; and developing
the native plant program.

My name is Jonathan Prins and I am the
outreach coordinator for Grand Traverse
Conservation District. During my year of
service, I’ll be helping to implement the
overall public outreach program and promoting the services of the District.

My name is Daniel Schultz and I’m the
environmental coordinator at the Higgins Lake Foundation. During my year of
service, I’ll be coordinating the outreach
efforts of the Foundation and the Higgins
Lake Property Owners’ Association.

My name is Matthew Reaume and I am
the training and communications coordinator for the Michigan Association of
Conservation Districts. During my year
of service, I’m developing a survey tool
for training needs, coordinating regional
meetings and trainings, monitoring media coverage and serving as the regional
MACD point of contact.

My name is Ben Tompkins and I am the
Advocate Mentor program coordinator for
Freshwater Future. During my year of service, I’ll be coordinating and maintaining
the Advocate Mentor program at Freshwater Future, connecting experienced grassroots groups with fledgling organizations.

As this issue went to press, we were still in the process of filling two positions: one with
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council and one with the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy.

Support Conservation Leadership in Michigan

Nonprofit leadership programs like this one really make a difference by giving
individuals the training and contacts they need to succeed in the workforce while
enabling even the smallest nonprofits to increase their impacts. According to Kevin
Kovaleski of Commongood Careers, AmeriCorps is one of the “most valuable talent
sources for a range of nonprofit hiring needs.” Show your support for Northeast
Michigan’s conservation nonprofits by helping us sustain this program.

Visit www.huronpinesamericorps.org
for project updates and photos.
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Field Season 2008 and Beyond
MiCorps Stream Monitoring Kick-Off

In October, the first MiCorps stream sampling event on the Pine River-Van Etten Lake
(PRVEL) watershed took place. Through a grant from the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality, local volunteers spent a day sampling sites on the Pine River
and Van Etten Creek to collect macroinvertebrates, or insects, to help determine the
overall quality of the water in the watershed. A variety of macroinvertebrates in a
stream means a healthy ecosystem for fish and other wildlife. Sampling will occur
every spring and fall, and the results will be shared in a database of other state
sampling programs.
The PRVEL MiCorps monitoring program will serve as a pilot for other Northeast
Michigan MiCorps efforts. Grants from the DEQ will help local watershed groups to
buy monitoring supplies and set protocols for collecting data. To learn more about
these programs, contact Huron Pines Restoration Manager Patrick Ertel.

Large Woody Debris
With the Department of Natural Resources
Large Woody Debris funding that many of
our partners helped campaign for, Huron
Pines was able to add 1,528 trees to the Au
Sable River in 2008. The river restoration
crew worked tirelessly in all weather to get
as many trees in by hand as possible, and
the annual helicopter work resumed in the
fall using trees from MDNR and the USDA
Forest Service. The helicopter enables the
crew to add in heavier whole trees with
roots, which helps stabilize the riverbanks
and provide even more valuable fish habitat
than the cut trees that are added by hand.

Pigeon River Habitat Initiative
Through the PRHI project, our Habitat Specialist
worked with multiple private landowners to install
conservation measures to improve habitat and
enhance wildlife corridors. This year we assisted
with a planting of 60 apple trees, completion
of a Forest Stewardship Plan that covered 400
acres, a wildlife planting plan (food plot guide),
and a 4-acre wildlife planting. With more funding
available for next year, we plan to make our 2009
habitat projects bigger and better than ever!
We’ve already started by completing cost-share
agreements for a Forest Stewardship Plan covering
240 acres and a 1-acre wildlife planting.

This year’s work was concentrated on the main branch of the Au Sable
from Burton’s Landing to the Parmalee Bridge. In addition to the invaluable
support from Huron Pines coordinated the project with the help of many
partners, including the Au Sable North Branch Area Association; the Au
Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee; Gates Au Sable Lodge; the
Challenge, Clinton River, Headwaters, Kalamazoo Valley, Mason-Griffith
Founders, and Paul H. Young Chapters of Trout Unlimited; the Michigan Fly
Fishing Club; and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Get the Latest Conservation News
Learn more about current and upcoming projects, conservation issues,
and partner events through our Huron Pines e-News. Then, test your
knowledge with our conservation trivia!

Sign up to receive biweekly updates on www.huronpines.org.
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d: How Huron Pines Stays Busy
MARC&D Project Report

Dam Projects Update

Huron Pines hosted a summit this fall on the
topic of dams and we were pleased to have so
many of our members and key decision makers
attend. With funding from the Frank “Bob”
Perrin Chapter of TU to help us provide the
event at no cost, along with a very informative
presentation from Dr. Bryan Burroughs,
Executive Director of the MI Council of TU, the
summit really helped us provide some of the
best information available on river restoration
Dam Summit speakers: Mark Johnson, Bryan
and dam removal. We’re also thankful to
former CRA Project Manager Mark Johnson and Burroughs and Gary Noble.
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly Executive
Director Gary Noble for sharing with us their own groups’ project case studies.

Huron Pines is one of eight Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) councils in the
state of Michigan, each working to
conserve natural resources while
promoting responsible use and
enjoyment. The Michigan Association of RC&D Councils recently
published an annual report with
updates on the many projects each
RC&D is involved with. To view this
report, visit our website section on
MARC&D: http://www.huronpines.
org/project/87.

This year, Huron Pines has started to develop the framework for inventorying dams
throughout our region and addressing the sites where we can have the most impact, much
as we’ve run our road-stream crossing and streambank stabilization programs through the
years. We’re working with partners like TU and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to bring
such a program to our region in the near future.

Song of the Morning Ranch

At the same time that we’ve been developing
a comprehensive program to address the
impact of dams, many of our partners have, of
course, heard about the tragedy that occurred
this year on the Pigeon River, where a dam
release has led to excessive sediment flowing
out of the impoundment at Song of the
Morning Ranch and killing fish downstream.
With time, rivers can recover, but it’s pretty
obvious to us that what’s necessary to restore
this river system is the removal of this dam.
Where the sediment-filled impoundment
is located now would become a freeflowing stream. From what we’ve seen in other areas where dams have been removed, the
vegetation in these former impoundment areas comes back very quickly and the amount
of dredging in projects nowadays is very small. (For an idea of the sediment build-up in this
impoundment, check out the aerial photos. In the 1938 view, the river channel is still quite
obvious. By 2005, the build-up of sediment has changed things dramatically. These are
available to download from our website at http://www.huronpines.org/project/89.)
Huron Pines has a 35-year history of forming diverse partnerships to solve a variety of
conservation problems. Huron Pines typically coordinates and acts as the financial agent for
conservation partnerships. At the request of Song of the Morning Ranch board members,
we met with these folks and their representatives and hosted a meeting to review the issues
associated with decommissioning the dam. As is always the case, Huron Pines feels that
bringing together potential partners to work for a common cause and avoiding litigation
often leads to projects completed in a way that’s better for the resource and in a much more
timely manner. One thing we can hopefully all agree on, a few less attorneys and a few more
biologists at the table is always a good thing for our rivers!

Great Lakes Restoration
Meeting

Huron Pines would like to thank the
Lieutenant Governor, John Cherry,
and all the members of the public
and our partner organizations for
participating in the Great Lakes
Restoration and Protection Initiative
public input meeting on October 17.
The participants’ insights will be
used in improving the restoration
and protection framework developed by the Office of the Great
Lakes and MUCC. To learn more
about the meeting and future
developments in this project, visit
www.huronpines.org.
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2008 Members August 16–November 20
The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project contributors. These contributors
are directly responsible for making our work possible.
Joseph Schwartz
A Special Thanks to Our Major
Bob and Kim Thorsen
Membership and Project
Contributors for the Past 12 Months Jerry and Susan La Vanture
Watershed Champions $2,500+
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited
River Patrons $1,000-$2,499
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber
Dawson Kure Family
Paul and Carol Rose
Peter Sinclair Family
Pat and Vicki Springstead
J.A. Woollam Foundation
Wolverine Power Cooperative
Sustainers $500-$999
Raymond Gage and Mary Stephenson
Frank “Bob” Perrin Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Earl and Jo Taylor
Twin Lakes Property Owners Association
Upper Au Sable River Preservation
Association
Project Champions $5,000+
Au Sable North Branch Association
City of Grayling
Great Lakes Commission
Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Higgins Lake Foundation
Michigan Fly Fishing Club
Roscommon County Community
Foundation
Partners $100-$499
Ned Caveney
James and Elizabeth Erwin
Al and Heidi Fetz
Beach and Marianne Hall
Dick and Judy Henry
George and Linda Killat
Joe and Bobbie Kutkuhn
Nick and Karen Mancini
Greg and Diana McComas
Virginia Pierce and Don Inman
Jerry and Fran Rucker
Colman and Gloria Sanders
Glenn and Nancy Schleicher
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
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Other Supporters
Charles and Peggy Alexander
Andrea Ania
James and Sharon Carlson
Mark and Mary Cyccone
Roderick and Mary Ann Daane
Broderick and Michelle Donaldson
Seymour and Carol Finkel
Thomas and Barbara Harkleroad
Thomas and Michaela Hector
Joseph Hemming
Charles Lyon
Paul Mesack
Alfred and Janice Michelini
John and Armella Pierce
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning
Township of Roscommon
Blair Webster
Lonnie and Laura Young

Lanny Gerard
William and Teresa Lossing
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Wolverine Power Cooperative
In Honor Of
Eric Bankhead and Connie Schrieber’s
25th Wedding Anniversary
from Alan and Anita Westerback
In Memory Of
Buzz and Virginia Mathieu
from Mike Mathieu
Bill Myers for the PRHI
from Daniel and Patricia McCarthy
Claude Carney and Bill Myers
from Terry and Claudia Miller

Project Sustainers $500-$4,999
Au Sable North Branch Area Association
Community Foundation for Northeast
Michigan
Daniel and Cheryl Gauthier
Economic Development Alliance for
Oscoda County
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Michigan Community Service Commission
Michigan Forest Resource Alliance
Rice Family Foundation/ Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur L. Rice, III
Rose City Chamber of Commerce
West Branch-Ogemaw County Travelers
and Visitors Bureau
Project Contributors
Anglers of the Au Sable
George Barker
Daniel and Annabel Brasier
Thomas and Marilyn Burton
Annette Gamblin
Meaghan Gauthier
Shawn and Jon Gauthier

Give the Gift of Conservation

Huron Pines membership is a great
gift at any time of the year. Consider
donating a membership for a loved one
or participating in our planned giving
program. Contact (989) 344-0753 ext. 18 to
learn more.

Serving Northeast Michigan
Our Gratitude
Special thanks to the many groups and individuals who have helped Huron Pines complete so many
projects this field season:
• The Frank “Bob” Perrin TU Chapter for sponsoring the Dam Summit.
• Lt. Governor John Cherry and the staff from MUCC and the DEQ Office of the Great Lakes for coming
up to Grayling and working with us to host a public info session on the Great Lakes Plan.
• Darcy Rutkowski of the U.P. RC&D and Jessica Simons of the SE Michigan RC&D for coordinating
statewide RC&D outreach efforts and producing a partner report, available on our website.
• Craig Kasmer of Hartwick Pines State Park for leading a great tour at the park for our new AmeriCorps
Member Orientation.
• All of our 2007-2008 AmeriCorps Members, especially Nathan Skibbe and Casey Ressl for their
efforts with us at Huron Pines.
• Walt and Valerie Joslin for hosting the PRVEL workshop at their property in August.
• USDA Forest Service and MDNR staff for all their help in pulling together another successful week of
using the helicopter for Large Woody Debris on the Au Sable.
• Our mailing volunteers, Glenda Grix, Lucille Smith and Margie Thomson.

Our Condolences

Huron Pines recently lost one of our key volunteers, Ruth Joyce
of Grayling. Ruth has been with us for two years, cheerfully and
enthusiastically helping with mailing our newsletters and other
projects. She was available anytime, except during her Tuesday
bowling, which she unfailingly attended each week. Ruth was a great
asset to our organization and will be greatly missed.

Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
Fax: (989) 348-7945
E-mail: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org
Executive Board
Paul Rose
Chairman
Roger Frye
Vice Chairman
Connie Schrieber
Treasurer
Kris Sorgenfrei
Secretary
Ned Caveney
Joe Jarecki
Roger Rasmussen
Bruce Reetz
Jerry Rucker
Vicki Springstead
Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Welcome, Huron Pines AmeriCorps Members
We have two new AmeriCorps members serving at our Grayling office this year: Tim Engelhardt and
Chris Homeister. Tim will be running our new invasive species monitoring and removal program, and
Chris will be heading the Conservation First Responder and water quality monitoring programs. Both
members will be working closely with volunteers throughout the year, so if you’re interested in helping
out, please contact the office. Check the calendars on our website and the Huron Pines AmeriCorps
website for upcoming events and information.

Tim and Chris learn about local wildlife during Member Orientation at Hartwick
Pines State Park.

Staff
Lisha Ramsdell
Program Director
Patrick Ertel
Restoration Project
Manager
Jennifer Muladore
Ecologist
Eric Nelson
Habitat Specialist
Ken Reed
Restoration Crew Leader
Casey Ressl
Outreach Coordinator
Susan La Vanture
Accountant
Jill Scarzo
Program Assistant
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Saving Trees
Want to continue learning about the great
things we do?
To conserve paper and printing costs, we’re reducing the amount of printed
newsletters we send out. An electronic copy will still be available online to the
public, but only current members will continue to receive print copies of this
colorful, informative publication.
When you become a member for 2009, you’ll receive . . .
•
•
•
•

Huron Pines environmentally friendly tote bag
Our quarterly newsletter
Discounts at Huron Pines events and workshops
Biweekly eNews updates on regional conservation news

Just send in the enclosed donation envelope with your tax-deductible donation
to Huron Pines.

Thank you for helping to protect Michigan’s
environment!

This organization is an equal opportunity provider.
Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental, 501(c)(3) organization serving
Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego,
Presque Isle and Roscommon counties.
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