Huron Pines

Conserving the Forests, Lakes and Streams of Northeast Michigan

Conservation Diversity: Buffers like
the one above next to the corn field
in the Rifle River Watershed can also
help reduce pollution from entering
our rivers and streams and improve
habitat for wildlife. In this issue, read
about the many different types of
work we do to conserve the natural
resources of Northeast Michigan.
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Diversity in Conservation
Note from the Executive Director
One of the strengths of our staff is the ability to bring together many different partners in
order to complete large-scale projects. More than any other, that’s probably the skill we
strive to apply when coordinating multi-partner conservation projects. We’re fortunate at
Huron Pines to have a number of great groups to work with in Northeast Michigan—our
projects are founded on the belief that everyone should contribute when it comes to
improving water quality or enhancing wildlife and fish habitat.
We often start a project by inviting everyone that may have a stake in a project outcome.
For something like a road/stream crossing improvement project, that means we’re calling
and then sitting down at the table with a county road commission, engineers, a foundation
or two, an environmental group, a power company, anglers, researchers, attorneys, state
permitting agents, and adjacent landowners. Some of these people or groups might
not always get along outside of the meeting and we know that all of our conservation
friends may not always be happy with our willingness to work with “any and everyone.”
Nonetheless—and this really important—for the type of big, ambitious projects that are
really needed to restore and sustain ecosystems, we need everyone involved.
This issue of our newsletter showcases a number of current projects, made possible by a
diverse group of partners. We appreciate how so many of you have supported our work and
as we wrap up a successful year and begin the next, we look forward to continuing to be
your go-to group for hands-on conservation in Northeast Michigan.
–Brad Jensen
Executive Director

Help us continue our conservation projects! There are many ways to support Huron Pines: send in
your tax-deductible donation with this form or use one of our donation envelopes. Or, use your credit
card on our secure online system.
Name (as you want it printed)
Address

Please make checks payable to
Huron Pines.

City
State/Zip
Phone
E-mail
Choose one:
___ $2500 Watershed Champion
___ $1000 River Patron
___ $500 Sustainer
___ $100 Partner
___ $50 Supporter
___ Other $____
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___ I do not want my name printed
___ In Memory Of / ___ In Honor Of ________________________

Thank you for helping to protect Michigan’s environment!

Rifle River Watershed Restoration
The Rifle Gets Some Much-Needed Attention

From the headwaters to Saginaw Bay, Huron Pines is working with a
variety of partners on a variety of projects to address soil and nutrient
pollution entering the river. This $382,000 grant funded by the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) takes a holistic approach to watershed protection. Other funders
include the Americana Foundation, Saginaw Bay WIN, Healing Our Waters–
Great Lakes Coalition and Michigan Fly Fishing Club.
The past year was dedicated to completing resource inventories, ramping
up outreach efforts and increasing opportunities for local involvement in
the project. By the end of field season, 245 road/stream crossing sites, 405
streambank erosion sites and 214 occurrences of invasive species were
located and catalogued. In addition, 86 small dams were identified; over
2,500 people were reached through events, presentations and mailings;
and over 475 volunteer hours were generated by dedicated watershed
enthusiasts. One way volunteers helped was by restoring a 250-foot eroding
streambank on the mainstream of the Rifle River using a variety of erosion
control techniques. Thank you, volunteers!
Over the winter Huron Pines and the Rifle River Committee will be pouring
over the results of resource inventories and selecting high priority projects
to be completed in the next two years. These include additional streambank
sites, road/stream crossing replacements and stormwater improvement
projects. Education and outreach efforts will build on the momentum from
2011 with both Stewardship Workshops and hands-on restoration volunteer
days.

Above: USEPA Technical Contact
Paul Thomas visits a completed
road/stream crossing site in
Ogemaw County during a recent
visit.

Strategic Planning Session

EPA Visit

The process continues January 11th, 2012, when the Committee
takes on Phase Two—incorporating those values, needs, and
goals identified in September into a more formalized partnership
agreement. This next step will challenge current and future
members to invest in the development of the committee and to
identify the role this group will play in the watershed’s future.
Huron Pines has asked Carol Moncrieff Rose, Chair of the Upper
Black River Council, to be the day’s guest speaker, focusing on the
challenges that exist for watershed groups when trying to engage
new volunteers in restoration efforts. For more information on the
Rifle River Watershed planning process, please contact Abby Ertel at
the Huron Pines office.

The highlight of the visit was being able to take USEPA staff
to see a completed streambank restoration site—the result
of the August 20th Rifle River Volunteer Event. “Paul and Ed
were very impressed with the variety of erosion treatments
put in place at this site,” said Project Manager Abby Ertel. A
visit such as this one by grant staff is important because it
provides funding agencies with background and context for
the restoration work that is happening in the Great Lakes
region and in Northeast Michigan. Says Ertel, “Now
when I send Ed or Paul a scheduled report they
know first-hand the impact our work is having on
the resources and communities in the Rifle River
Watershed.”

The Rifle River Watershed has always had a strong local contingent
championing protection of the region’s natural resources and the
quality of life. The Rifle River Watershed Restoration Committee
(RRWRC) has been the group to lead these local efforts. Recognizing
the growing momentum building in the watershed, the Committee
launched a strategic planning process to ensure that they remain
leaders in conservation for the Watershed. On September 26th
at Cole Canoe Base in Alger, MI, a variety of stakeholders came
together for a lively discussion about what it is that makes the
Rifle River so special and to identify what tools they would need to
protect it for future generations.

In October, Huron Pines completed a project review
conducted by the USEPA, Region 5 as part of the grant
requirements for the Rifle River project. The visit gave
project staff a chance to discuss in person the large amount
of work that was accomplished in the first year of the
grant. Paul Thomas and Ed Pniak, who provide technical
and administrative oversight out of the agency’s Chicago
office, used the time to ask Huron Pines staff about the Rifle
project’s progress, successes and upcoming year’s plan of
work.

3

Invasive Species Program
Building a Bigger Program

The Huron Pines Invasive Species Program had another successful year in 2011. Once
again, the Invasive Species SWAT Team spent the summer working with private and public
landowners alike to fight our number one priority, invasive phragmites. We increased
sites treated from 80 to over 150, and more than doubled the 33 acres treated in 2010. In
addition, the team inventoried and treated invasive species at our Silver Creek project and
on the Pine River near Van Etten Lake, and even cleared the North Branch of the Au Sable
River of purple loosestrife.
While the on-the-ground treatment is a main focus of our early detection-rapid response
program, we also spent time behind the scenes building a sustainable program that will
effectively serve not just local neighborhoods but the entire region. With an influx of
funding from foundations, agencies, private donors and others who see the importance of
preserving Northeast Michigan’s special ecosystems, we are looking to the future with big
ideas for a program that adapts to the changing invasive species picture and brings local
expertise to the fight for the long term. Some of our future plans include treatment of whole
township shorelines to eradicate phragmites, a contractor training program for Northeast
Michigan businesses and a scholarship program for volunteers to expand their knowledge
through visits to conferences and bring what they learn back to their communities.
Special thanks to our program supporters:

Above: SWAT Team leader Tim
Engelhardt measures the success
of a 2010 phragmites treatment
(over 90% killed!).

The Carls Foundation
DTE Energy Foundation
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality Coastal Management Program
Michigan Natural Features Inventory
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited
Au Sable River Property Owners Association
Private Landowners
Contact Jennifer at jennifer@huronpines.org or (989) 344-0753 ext. 31 to learn more about
how you can support our invasive species program.

Community Outreach Success

This year was an unprecedented year for reaching out to local landowners in Northeast Michigan
and beyond. Our staff made presentations, treatment demonstrations, volunteer projects and
invasive species identification tours across our service area throughout the summer months,
reaching hundreds of people with our early detection-rapid response message. With the help of
dedicated partners and landowners who organized group treatment projects, we’re in position to
do even more in 2012.
One highlight of our presentation circuit was the new partnership forged with 106th District State
Representative Peter Pettalia (at right). With the help of his office, in September we were able to
meet with landowners in Presque Isle County to talk about invasive species and take a tour of his
shoreline neighborhood, which has a growing phragmites problem. The presentation and
tour were taped for a television segment by Sunrise Communications. The direct result
of the day’s work is that an entire bay in Presque Isle County is signed on to get their
phragmites treated in 2012 and many other new landowners have an awareness of
the invasive species problem and the desire to solve it while their shoreline is still high
quality. Thanks for your support, Rep. Pettalia!
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Restoration
Silver Creek

Often when we talk about restoration and habitat protection, we refer to a
balance shift or a scale tipping. This time the scale has tipped in the direction of
improvement. The Silver Creek Super Project is officially past the halfway point. In
the year that has passed since the first culvert was replaced in October of 2010,
five additional road/stream crossings have been improved.
Each site was selected for improvement because of its measured impact on the
high quality ecosystem of Silver Creek. Some crossings were identified as barriers
to fish passage and others were contributing high amounts of sediment to the
stream. Six sites have been improved and four more are on the docket. North
Curtis Rd. has three crossings over Silver Creek, one of which has been improved,
while the other two are scheduled for early summer of 2012. In fact, the road
commission already has the new structures on hand. The final two culverts that are
targeted as part of the project, at the downstream end of the project, consist of
two private driveways under which there are severely undersized culverts, causing
the water to flow faster than most fish can swim. This past fall while on site to
complete stream monitoring, project partners witnessed coho salmon attempting
to swim past the culverts.

Below: A Presque Isle County
Road Commission worker takes
measurements at one of the
crossings during replacement. Note
the different layers of fill that make
up a road surface, even old logs
(called corduroy).

Beyond the road, the project continues to target sites where the health of the
water or the watershed is being impacted. For example, invasive species were
found at 16 sites bordering the stream, and the Invasive Species SWAT Team began
the difficult work of hand-pulling and spraying them to prevent further spread.
Erosion sites are planned for treatment in 2012 along with portions of instream
habitat enhancement along the mainstream of the Oqueoc River between where
the Little Ocqueoc enters and where Silver Creek joins. Finally, private land
stewardship has also been a focus of the education component, as a means to
encourage the protection of Silver Creek and the Ocqueoc Watershed.
Monitoring of stream conditions has been an ongoing task and will continue
after all of the improvement work is completed. In addition to the aquatic insect
sampling, data regarding stream geomorphology, water chemistry, velocity and
water temperature has been collected at 3 sites along Silver Creek. When all goes
as planned by the end of 2012, it is expected that the stream conditions will be
in a healthier, more natural condition. Water velocities will be better averaged,
temperatures will be less impacted, oxygen and sediment will distribute evenly,
and fish will again be able to swim freely throughout Silver Creek.

Coming Soon: New Website

As our project offerings have expanded over the
past few years, our information sharing needs have
expanded as well. We’re proud to introduce a new
Huron Pines website—the same location (www.
huronpines.org), but more content. Visit the site to
learn about our ongoing work, see how partners
make our work possible and sign up for upcoming
volunteer events.

www.huronpines.org
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Recent Supporters
The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project contributors. These
contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.
Special Thanks to
Our Major Donors
$20,000+
Americana Foundation
The Carls Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed
Initiative Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren
Shelden Foundation
$5,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Au Sable North Branch Area
Foundation
DTE Energy Foundation
Healing Our Waters—Great
Lakes Coalition
Great Lakes Commission
Michigan Fly Fishing Club
Paul H Young Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation
Upper Black River Council
Watershed Champions
$2,500+
Au Sable Big Water
Preservation Association
Au Sable River Property
Owners Association
Challenge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan
Higgins Lake Foundation
Mason-Griffith Founders
Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Rice Family Foundation/ Mr.
and Mrs. Arthur L. Rice, III
River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Thomas Buhr
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan
Dawson Kure Family
Grayrock Rodmakers Gathering
William B. Mershon Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Oscoda County
Connie Schrieber and Eric
Bankhead
J.A. Woollam Foundation
Sustainers $500 - $999
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Bill and Linda Demmer
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
William Ludwig
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Frank “Bob” Perrin Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Mark and Pam Rohr
Paul and Carol Rose
Jerry and Fran Rucker
David Smith and Marie
Harrington
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association
Special Thanks to Our Agency
Funders
Michigan Community Service
Commission

Save the Date!

6

The Huron Pines Annual Meeting is scheduled
for Saturday, February 4, 2012, at Treetops
Resort in Gaylord. Look for your invitation or
call us to RSVP at (989) 344-0753 ext. 21.

Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources
Michigan Natural Features
Inventory
Natural Resources
Conservation Service
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
Partners $100 - $499
Peter and Mary Albertson
Richard Bruder and Ellen
Donnelly
Beth Chan and Jeff Silagy
Richard and Penelope
Crawford
William and Patricia
Duncanson
Jeanette Henig
Dick and Judy Henry
Mark and Adam Hume, Oscoda
Canoe Rental
David Irani and Laurel Moore
Brad Jensen and Rebecca
Benson
John and Eleanor Kotula
John Lindsay
Greg and Diana McComas
Timothy McKay
Mark and Pamela Meadows
Gary Neumann
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Richard Ritter, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Rowe
Robb and Christine Smith
Joe Stevens
Vanguard Chapter of Trout

Unlimited
Viking Energy
Bryant and Lisa Ann Wade
Supporters
George Barker
Rudolf Becker
Otto and Darlene Brantley
Ernest Brumbaugh and Carole
Mueller-Brumbaugh
Brian and Janet Carson
Maureen Castern and Jon
Stephenson
Ronald Conger
Michael and Terri Cwik
John and Mary Fitzgerald
Jim and Marie “Sue” Francis
T. Eduardo and Maria Garcia
Veronica Greason
Thomas and Michaela Hector
Joseph and Betsy Hemming
Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Jean Howard
Theresa “Marky” Jatkowski
Tony and Lora Kalbli
George and Linda Killat
Marilyn Kohnert
Gary Kovelle
Charles and Linda Mires
Guy Moulthrop
Bruce, Debra and Anna Pregler
Keith Radwanski and Erin
Fanning
Jack and Phyllis Richards
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
Bruce Scorsone
V. Carl Shaner
Gary and Barbara Vetter
Chuck Wheeker

In Memory Of
Stephanie Ebling from George Ebling
William L. Myers from Sharon Myers
Dorothy Swantek from Joseph Swantek
Mabel Ruth and Gene Willings from Bonnie Willings

Board and Staff
Restoration Crew Update

In past years, the Huron Pines Restoration Crew focused on placing Large Woody Material
and installing other instream habitat and erosion control practices. In 2011, however, they
branched out to even more ecological restoration projects like road/stream crossing and small
dam inventories, invasive species treatments, landowner site visits and volunteer projects.
Crew members Ken Reed and Tim Engelhardt worked with familiar partners and new faces to
increase our restoration projects in every watershed. With the help of our AmeriCorps SWAT
Team members Ross Crawford and Emily King and Rifle River Watershed AmeriCorps member
Michael Boyd, they accomplished more than ever to improve our forests, lakes and streams.
Way to go, Restoration Crew!

Ken Reed, now a certified
commercial pesticide applicator,
sprays herbicide on a patch of
invasive sweet clover that is
threatening a high quality forest
near Van Etten Lake.

Another Year of AmeriCorps Impact

Our fourth group of AmeriCorps members completed their service year this October. We
had 13 impressive members this year including Jakub Bednarek, Michael Boyd, Garrett
Coggon, Ross Crawford, Jenna Gatzke, Philip Hartmeyer, Emily King, Rachel Koleda, Sarah
Michayluk, Scott Purdy, Alexander Silver, Harriet Smith and Lisa Tobin. We’d like to thank
them for an incredible year and wish them luck in their future endeavors!
Their impact was felt across northern Michigan. The AmeriCorps members engaged
hundreds of volunteers, restored over 100 acres of land, cleaned and stabilized several
miles of streambank and connected with thousands of K-12 students. In all, members
served over 17,000 hours. Their host sites included Au Sable River Watershed Restoration
Committee, Crawford-Roscommon Conservation District, Roscommon County Road
Commission, Grand Traverse Conservation District, HeadWaters Land Conservancy, Huron
Pines, Little Traverse Conservancy, Michigan Sea Grant, Michigan Trout Unlimited, Otsego
Conservation District, Presque Isle Conservation District, and the Thunder Bay National
Marine Sanctuary. A big thanks to the members and sites that make this program such a
success.

Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
E-mail: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors

Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman
Tom Young, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary
Ned Caveney
Roger Rasmussen
Paul Rose
David Smith
Kris Sorgenfrei

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Lisha Ramsdell,
Program Director
Abigail Ertel,
Watershed Project Manager
Patrick Ertel,
Restoration Project Manager
Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist
Ken Reed,
Restoration Specialist
Tim Engelhardt,
Restoration Specialist
Casey Ressl,
AmeriCorps Coordinator
Susan La Vanture,
Staff Accountant
Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant
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Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738
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Volunteer Appreciation
Celebrating A Year of Hard Work

Hanson Hills was hopping on Friday, October 28th as
Huron Pines volunteers, staff and board came together
to celebrate and share stories from the volunteer
program. Staff members Patrick Ertel and Casey Ressl
gave a brief recap of the 2011 events while attendees
shared their favorite moments from the last year. We
really appreciate everyone who has given their time
and talents to Huron Pines. Thank you to Hanson Hills
for letting us use the lodge and to Jim Morse and Siren
Hall for their help with catering the event. Be sure and
check out the 2012 calendar for next year’s hands-on
volunteer events and educational opportunities!
Huron Pines board, staff, AmeriCorps members and
volunteers celebrated a successful year at Hanson Hills
Recreation Area.

www.huronpines.org

This organization is an equal opportunity provider.
Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental, 501(c)(3) organization serving
Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle and Roscommon counties.

