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Watershed Project Manager John Bailey organized a volunteer 
streambank erosion control project with the Pine River-Van 
Etten Lake Watershed Coalition and the U.S. Forest Service in 
September. The partnership is part of a multi-year effort to 
restore water quality and aquatic habitat within the greater  
Au Sable River Watershed. 
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From the Director
On the Road to Healthy Land and Water
At Huron Pines, we understand that nature is continually changing. In order to preserve the 
habitat quality of the land and water, people have to be active stewards—looking back at the 
past while moving toward the best possible future for the ecosystem. Invasive plants are turn-
ing our nation’s forests, fields and wetlands into ecological wastelands and certain species of 
wildlife that are important indicators of water and air quality are rapidly declining. People are 
doing little of (and not understanding the need for) the active land management that can help 
to mimic the natural processes that we have curbed through our ownership of the land.
Huron Pines staff members have been actively working to restore the natural beauty and 
function of many up north ecosystems. Removing a large dam to improve a river, protecting 
wetland and shoreline endangered species refuges, expanding wildlife habitat corridors and im-
proving water quality for our beaches are some of the major initiatives we have going this year. 
Our work is to get a site started on the road to restoration, a point where the land is healed and 
nature can sustain itself with little outside interference. 
If you like the type of efforts you see in the newsletter and have an understanding and appre-
ciation for the kind of work we are doing, please be sure to consider a gift to help us keep the 
work going. Our work benefits everyone. We are the only not-for-profit organization in the 
region working at this large of a scale to coordinate projects to help our water and woodlands. 
Your support is vital in that every $1 from individuals helps us build more effective projects and 
leverages about $10 from foundations, business and government partners.  
As we wrap up a number of projects in 2015 and prepare for another strong year of conserva-
tion in 2016, please consider joining our efforts to help improve northern Michigan. 

–Brad Jensen, Executive Director

Houghton’s goldenrod is a 
threatened species only found along 

the shores of the northern Great 
Lakes. By restoring coastal wetlands 
and shoreline communities, we can 

protect this unique plant.



Huron Pines AmeriCorps

Conservation Innovations That Last
From environmental education initiatives to conducting resource inventories and managing 
invasive species, our AmeriCorps members serve Michigan communities and engage people 
of all ages with the outdoors. This year’s group made big strides in citizen science, engaging 
partners and completing on-the-ground projects that wouldn’t otherwise get done. 
During the past eight years of managing the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program, we have 
often stopped to reflect and seek feedback from our host sites and community partners to 
understand how our program can more effectively solve Michigan’s toughest challenges, today 
and in the future. As a result of our commitment to listen and continually learn how best to 
serve communities across Michigan, our program is poised to be stronger than ever. 
A new concept that has emerged from these high-level brainstorming sessions is the idea 
of cultivating select host site partners into stronger programmatic partners by organizing 
“hubs” of Huron Pines AmeriCorps members with a higher degree of involvement from those 
key partners. This is an innovative way to increase the real-world training and skill-building 
opportunities available to members in a way that also boosts the impact they can have serving 
with our partners. With more members serving throughout more of Michigan, look out for 
impressive advances on major conservation issues in your area in the coming months. 
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Members and supervisors celebrate another successful year of AmeriCorps at Hartwick Pines State Park.



A New Beginning—Notes From Our Associate Director
As the newsletter finds its way to your door, years of planning have come to fruition 
with contractors in the process of removing the Song of the Morning Dam. Rest assured 
we will be sharing with you photos and video as the project unfolds and as we see the 
impact removal of the dam has on the Pigeon River. But for now, it’s important to 
recognize the diversity of partners that have helped make this project happen. The project 
steering committee, comprised of the Pigeon River Country Association, Michigan Trout 
Unlimited, Golden Lotus, Inc. and Huron Pines, has provided guidance and direction—
helping to ensure that restoration of the river is happening in the most efficient and 
effective manner. In order to take the final steps with dam removal we needed to raise 
$40,000 very quickly in late summer. The successful response to this need truly 
punctuates the desire to see removal take place! Funding from a lake association, 
individual contributors, and foundations made up the crucial last dollars needed to 
complete the project as planned. We are thankful for everyone’s support and look forward 
to the quickly approaching day when the river is restored and the years of dedicated work 
pays off!

–Lisha Ramsdell

Song Of The Morning Dam

4

We would like to send a heart-felt thank 
you to the financial contributors who 
made this project possible.   
Department of Natural Resources– 

Aquatic Habitat Grant
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
Pigeon River Country Association
Golden Lotus Inc. 
Patagonia-World Trout Initiative
Great Lakes Energy-People Fund
Charlevoix County Community Foundation
Otsego County Community Foundation—

Dr. Patrick J. McNamara Fund & Scott 
and Janice Lampert Fund

Mullett Lake Area Preservation Society
J.A. Woollam Foundation 
Individual Contributors

Below: In July, Huron Pines met with Golden Lotus, Inc. and Great Lakes Energy for the presentation of 
$10,000 from their People Fund to assist with the dam removal project. Funding from individual donors and 
foundations made up the crucial last dollars needed to complete this project as planned—thank you to all our 
project contributors who made the project possible! Photo courtesy of Thomas Mann, Great Lakes Energy.



Wildlife Habitat Project
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Restoring Open Lands for Wildlife
On Friday nights in the summer, Inspiration Point in 
the Pigeon River Country State Forest (PRC) is hopping. 
Sometimes more than 20 cars park along the roadside, 
with passengers hoping to get a look at the famous elk 
herd and other wildlife. Over the years, invasive trees 
and shrubs have encroached on the open grasslands 
these wildlife need to thrive. Native prairies were once 
a much larger part of a dynamic mosaic of forests and 
grasslands, but they have nearly been eliminated from 
Northeast Michigan.
In a project funded through the DNR Wildlife Habitat 
Grant Program along with the EPA–Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative and National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation–Sustain Our Great Lakes program, Huron 
Pines and the DNR are working together to plan and 
implement a multifaceted, multi-year approach to 
setting back tree succession while enhancing valuable 
open habitat and improving recreation and hunting 
opportunities in the PRC. We are also trying new 
techniques for restoring some of the 10,000 oil and 
gas pads that dot the landscape of northern Michigan 
and will be abandoned in the next 25 years. These sites 
are often highly compacted and leave open scars of 
poor quality habitat within the forest. Over the next 
few years, our joint goal is to learn what works best to 
help heal the scars and restore habitat function to the 
spaces, restoring the mosaic of healthy habitat.

The 2015 project ended with a tour 
for practitioners and partners to share 

restoration stories and techniques and to 
plan for regional efforts to tackle oil and 

gas pad best management practices. Here, 
Matt Fry of the DNR and Kim Sanders of 
Core Energy helped to plant trees at an 

abandoned well site.

The grassland elk viewing area at Inspiration 
Point had invasive plants removed and was 

planted with Michigan native prairie flowers 
and grasses.

Contractors used an excavator to pull Siberian 
crab apple trees and re-open grasslands at 
Inspiration Point.



Karen Lake Road
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Timeline of a Road/Stream Crossing Project
Trout fishing on the East Branch Au Sable River just got better thanks to a project to reconnect 
upstream habitat by replacing undersized culverts with a new timber bridge. Not only will fish 
and insects be able to freely travel up- and downstream, reduced erosion and sediment entering 
the stream will improve water quality and aquatic habitat downstream. 
At the time this newsletter went to press, the bridge structure was on its way and contractors 
had begun preparing to remove the old culverts and install the bridge in late October. However, 
the exciting construction phase is only a small amount of time within the whole project. The 
bulk of any restoration project consists of planning, prioritizing, fundraising and setting up for 
the big finish. To learn more about our prioritization process and the Au Sable River Watershed 
restoration effort, visit www.huronpines.org.

First, contractors protected 
the bank and dug a channel to 
rerout flow during work. 

Next, they installed sheet piling 
to further protect the river 
channel and keep the bridge 
pilings dry during work. 

The first of the old, undersized 
culverts was removed from the 
channel.

2011–2013
Huron Pines developed a new road/stream 
crossing inventory protocol and implemented 
it on the Au Sable River, ranking sites by 
severity and uploading the data to  
www.northernmichiganstreams.org. 

Pre-2011
Conducted watershed planning, reviewed 
previous resource inventories and collected 
observations, trends and issues from local 
experts.

Karen Lake Road Site Timeline
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September–October 2015
Construction

Au Sable Restoration

The first of the old, undersized 
culverts was removed from the 
channel.

Bridge materials have been 
delivered and are awaiting 
installation.

2011–2013
Huron Pines developed a new road/stream 
crossing inventory protocol and implemented 
it on the Au Sable River, ranking sites by 
severity and uploading the data to  
www.northernmichiganstreams.org. 

2013
We prioritized sites and 
developed cost estimates and 
a proposal for watershed-
wide improvement, carried 
out active partnership 
building and fundraising and 
secured a NFWF–Sustain Our 
Great Lakes Grant for the 
watershed.

2014
Huron Pines staff 
wrote permits; 
contracted with 
an engineer and 
completed pre-
construction 
monitoring and 
surveying.

January–
August 
2015
Continued 
fundraising; 
ordered 
bridge 
materials. 

Coming Soon: A New 
Timber Bridge! 

Bridge Dedication Scheduled for 
November 10, 2015. Sign up for our 

eNews for updates!

Pre-2015



2012—Streambank erosion control: Huron 
Pines and volunteers installed multiple measures 
along a section of streambank at Rose City Park 
to demonstrate different ways to stop sediment 
from entering the stream.

2013—Stormwater rain gardens: With the help 
of volunteers, Huron Pines installed rain gardens 
of native plants in low areas to help slow and 
absorb polluted runoff from the city’s streets. The 
park has become an important demonstration 
site for community conservation projects.

Before

Did You Know? 
Houghton Creek has been a 
high quality trout fishery for 
many years. In fact, it once 
held the state record for size 
of brown trout. 



Restoring Houghton Creek
The Rose City Community Connection
In the last five years, Huron Pines has worked with the City of Rose 
City to implement multiple project types that will improve and protect 
the water quality of Houghton Creek, a tributary of the Rifle River. This 
work is important from a conservation and public safety standpoint—as 
well as vitally important to the future of the watershed’s communities. 
The Rifle River is the centerpiece of a rich array of unique natural 
assets—the 4,500 acre Rifle River Recreation area, rare wildlife, historic 
working farm lands, hundreds of miles of trails and sought-after hunting 
opportunities—that provide residents and visitors authentic outdoor 
and cultural experiences. Strengthening recognition of these assets 
as a real way to generate local investment is an important next step 
in our work. Together, Huron Pines, economic leaders and community 
residents are creating an opportunity to build a unified vision for the 
Rifle River Watershed that will generate stronger linkages between 
resource protection and economic development, and result in long-term 
stewardship for our region’s natural resources and people. 

2013—Stormwater rain gardens: With the help 
of volunteers, Huron Pines installed rain gardens 
of native plants in low areas to help slow and 
absorb polluted runoff from the city’s streets. The 
park has become an important demonstration 
site for community conservation projects.

2014—Stormwater treatment unit: The City 
of Rose City installed a filtration device to 
catch water from the city’s storm sewer system 
(covering over 100 acres) and remove pollutants 
like oil, dirt and debris. 

2015—Aquatic passage: Working with the 
Ogemaw County Road Commission, Huron Pines 
replaced an undersized, damaged culvert with 
a new timber bridge. This project will reduce 
sediment inputs into Houghton Creek while 
allowing fish and insects to travel upstream to 
the high-quality, clean habitat created over the 
past four years.

After
Map source: Google, 2015.gOOGLE



Treating invasive species isn’t just about 
killing unwanted plants and animals. 
It is about restoring resilient native 
communities in the face of future 
threats. Through early detection and 
rapid response, we are able to protect 
the many rare and protected species 
that call our forests and shorelines 
home. By preventing invasive species 
from taking over and degrading habitat, 
we are strengthening ecosystems to 
provide refuge to plants and animals in 
an uncertain future of climate change, 
varying water levels, development and  
further invasions. 

Invasive Species
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Partnership to Protect Charity Island
An island refuge for rare plants and migratory 
birds, Charity Island in Saginaw Bay is in danger 
of being overrun by invasive species. The 
Huron Pines Invasive Species SWAT Team spent 
a week on the island with members of The 
Nature Conservancy’s field crew and treated 25 
acres of phragmites that was directly affecting 
the beach habitat, including the threatened 
Pitcher’s thistle. To assist the project, students 
from Au Gres-Sims Elementary collected 
monitoring data on the phragmites and thistle 
and student researchers from Saginaw Valley 
State University performed a DNA analysis 
on the phragmites to start a baseline for how 
different populations respond to chemical 
treatment. This information will inform 
invasive species treatment in future years 
in addition to providing Great Lakes-based 
educational opportunities for years to come.

A threatened Pitcher’s thistle goes to seed after living for 5-7 years. The phragmites in 
the background will have overtaken this spot on the beach long before the thistle seed-
lings would be able to establish, making protecting its habitat even more profound. 
Other species that need the open beaches on Charity Island include shorebirds like the 
endangered piping plover, which once nested here.  



11

The Search for a Great Lakes Endangered Insect
What’s the point of spending several weeks every summer 
looking for an extremely rare dragonfly that might not even 
be where you’re looking? In the case of our Hine’s emerald 
dragonfly partnership, it means finding and protecting rare 
habitat for a host of special plants and animals while fostering 
community stewardship of a unique place. Like the Pitcher’s 
thistle, the dragonfly is found only in a few areas on the shores 
of the Great Lakes—for this organism, they prefer cold seeps 
in open Great Lakes dune and swale complexes. These same 
natural communities are frequented by the eastern massasauga 
rattlesnake (a candidate for conservation listing), the Blanding’s 
turtle (threatened), hundreds of rare and specialized plant 
species and many migrating birds. 
The open areas are being encroached upon by invasive plants like 
phragmites, glossy buckthorn and spotted knapweed, which can 
change the hydrology of a wetland through the sheer amount of 
water they consume. They also shade the openings and crowd 
out native plants that host insect prey of dragonflies and other 
wildlife. By removing the invasives, we are protecting special 
coastal wetland communities and maintaining some of the last 
places the Hine’s emerald dragonfly inhabits on the planet.
Starting in 2013, our Invasive Species SWAT Team and partners 
surveyed for dragonfly habitat near Alpena and treated invasive 
plants at the same time. Over the years, the project has turned 
into a community partnership involving local volunteers and 
Alpena Middle School students in addition to experts from the 
Michigan Natural Features Inventory, Michigan DNR and U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service. By working together, we are able to have 
measureable positive impacts on a special ecosystem while 
providing local kids a connection to the outdoors that can’t be 
found anywhere else. Through this year’s surveys, we found 
several larvae that appear to be Hine’s. Once confirmed through 
lab testing, they will indicate a breeding population of dragonflies 
beyond historical records, cementing the need for further 
conservation of Northeast Michigan’s coastal wetlands.

A suspected Hine’s emerald 
dragonfly larvae.

Volunteers helped experts to 
pump water through crayfish 
burrows to find the larvae.

Huron Pines AmeriCorps member 
Deanna Staton took a rest with 
a new friend (a ruffed grouse) 
during surveys at Negwegon 
State Park.



Recent Supporters
Major Funders
The Americana 

Foundation
Au Sable North Branch 

Area Foundation
The Carls Foundation
Charlevoix County 

Community 
Foundation from an 
Anonymous Donor 
Advised Fund

Corporation for 
National and 
Community Service

DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
Great Lakes Energy 

People Fund
Great Lakes Fishery 

Trust
Healing Our Waters-

Great Lakes Coalition
ITC Holdings Corp.
Michigan Community 

Service Commission
Michigan Department 

of Environmental 
Quality

Michigan Department 
of Military and 
Veterans Affairs

Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources

Mullett Lake Area 
Preservation Society 

National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

North American Hydro
Patagonia World Trout 

Initiative
Pigeon River Country 

Association
Saginaw Bay Watershed 

Initiative Network 
(WIN)

The Elizabeth, Allan, 
& Warren Shelden 
Foundation

U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency

U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service

U.S. Forest Service
USDA Rural 

Development

New and Recent Renewing 
Supporters

Alcona-Iosco Cedar Lake 
Association

Gregory Allington
William Allsopp
Drs. Robert and Ann 

Almoney
Alpena Power Company
Bill and Debi Anderson
Anonymous (10)
Au Sable River Center
Au Sable River Property 

Owners Association
George Barker
Betty Bennett
Jason Benson
Big Bear Lake Association
Mary and Timothy 

Blackwood
Gail and Don Block
Zachary and Moira 

Branigan
Michael H. and Bernice A. 

Brown-gift membership 
for Michael P. Brown

Robert and Christine 
Cameron

Canada Creek Ranch
Andrea Casadei
Ned Caveney
Dave and Jane Chapoton
Community Foundation 

for Northeast Michigan-
Mr. & Mrs. O.B. Eustis 
Memorial Fund

Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan-
Cathy and Bob Anthony 
Fund as suggested by 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 
Anthony IV

Brian and Erin Considine
Consumers Energy 

Foundation
Consumers Energy 

Foundation–Caring for 
Community 

Deirdre Curran and Roger 
Anderson

Anne and Daniel Danosky
Andrew DeBraber
William and Linda Demmer
Daniel and Kandice Dennis
John and Eleanor Durno
Robert Eder
Trevor Edmonds
Mike and Joan 

Ehrmantraut
Roger and Dagmar 

Eriksson
Dale and Norma Ewart
FM Global Foundation–

Hentschell matching gift
First Federal of Northern 

Michigan
Barbara and Eugene 

Fleming
David A. Fons
Forward Corporation
Scott and Christine Foster
Belinda Friis
Robert Gillis
Mark and Susan Griffin
Peter and Virginia 

Gustafson
William and Dottie Haase
Hammond Bay Area 

Anglers Association
Jason and Samara Hartman
Michael Heath
Howard E. Hedlund
Patrick and Deborah 

Hentschell
Kristin Howland
Don Inman and Virginia 

Pierce
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Brad Jensen and Rebecca 

Benson
Joseph Keefe
Emily and Bob Kemnitz
Linda and Gary Kesler
Jack Kopenski

Jennifer and Michael 
Koralewski

Mary Lynn Kraft
Carol Kugler
Tom Kuszak
Lazy J Farms, Joe Marcotte
Nelson Levings
John Lindsay
Bob Linsenman
David and Julianne 

Lockwood and Family
Long Lake Improvement 

Association
Guy and Barbara Lovelace
Robert and Karen Luetje
Donna and John Mangona
Julie and Jack Marlette
Shelley and Greg Martinez
Diane and Glen Matthews
Nancy Mellott
Kathy and Ken Melvin
Willliam B. Mershon 

Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited

Hank and Terri Milius
Herman and Dorothy 

Miller
Montmorency County 

Conservation Club
Glenn Muhr
Roy Mytych
Robert Nicholson
Northern Family Dentistry 

PLLC
Oscoda Canoe Rental, 

Mark and Adam Hume
Otsego Wildlife Legacy 

Society
Raietta Ott
Larry Pack
Paddle Hard Brewing LLC
Dick Pastula
Donald and Dorothy 

Peacor
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Ben and Kris Pinti
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
David Pottinger and Faye 

Peterson Pottinger
Roy and Cindy Prentice
Richard and Shelley 

Pulliam
Keith Radwanski and Erin 

Fanning12



The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project 
contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.
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Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Kurt Ranka
Roger Rasmussen
Dan Ratajczak
Mark and Debra Redinger
Mark Rice
Jack and Phyllis Richards
Peggy Ridgway
Roscommon County Community 

Foundation
Ralph and Nancy Rucinski
Larry Rygwelski
Neil and Joni Satovsky
James and Dorothy Schramm
Schwab Charitable–Hoobler Fund 

as suggested by Raymond and 
Frances Hoobler

Bill and Denise Semion
Jake Shinners
Kazuo Shiota
Charles Smiley
Joey Spano
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Walter Stansbury
Ralph Stedman
Diane Struzik
Wayne Suida
Sunrise Gardening Club
Joseph Swallow
Swanson’s Excavating, Inc.
Jerome and Sherrianne 

Szpondowski
Andy Tarkington
Peter and Suzanne Thomson
Dave and Donna Tinsley
Jeffrey Twyman
Gary and Barbara Vetter
Viking Energy of Lincoln
Jason VanderWall
Stewart Vining
John and Liz Wade
Judy Walle
Phillip R. and Nancy A. Walters
Garrett and Bonnie Walworth 
Waterfowl Bob’s Wetlands 

Consulting-Bob Bissonnette
Dave and Adrian Wilson
Pete Wilson
J.A. Woollam Foundation
Terrance and Lisa Yarema
Robert Yaske
Stanley Yolkiewicz
Daryl and Suzette Zelenak

In Honor Of
Abigail Ertel and her dedication 

to Kirtland’s Warblers and other 
conservation issues. She also helped 

a couple of Texans and we are grateful! 
from Anonymous

Joe Jarecki from Glenn and Moon Seagren

In Memory Of
Ed and Dolores Bozynski from George and Janet Bozynski

David A Feighan from Patricia A. Feighan

William S. Koepke from Nancy Koepke

Kolby  from Benjamin Duby

William Myers from Sharon Myers

Jerry Nunn from Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson

Jerry Nunn from Kelly Trainor

Jean Petoskey from Merrill Petoskey

Edward Petrucha from James and Barbara Bailey

Edward Petrucha from Marian Hebekeuser

Edward Petrucha from Ralph and Yarmilla Kleinedler

Edward Petrucha from Marian Kovarik

Edward Petrucha from Linda and Marcos Salazar, Jr.

Edward Petrucha from Alan and Sherry Schlicht

Edward Petrucha from Beverly and Stephen Slisko

Chuck Schrieber from Beverly Schrieber

Lisa Self from Julie Barber

Thomas and Jeanette Worley from Pat and Judy Benson

Special Thanks

To Sunrise Print Communications of West Branch, for 
high-quality printing of Huron Pines publications 

consistently for over a decade



Using Technology for Conservation
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Upgrading Our Connection to Nature
Sometimes it seems like time passes too quickly in the natural resources field. New best 
practices are constantly being developed and new technologies make field work more efficient. 
While not all cutting-edge devices make sense, we want to adapt to the future of restoration 
science while doing the best to help natural resources and the people who enjoy them. Here 
are a few new changes we’re making to better serve Northeast Michigan.
Our new website is a simplified, cleaner way to communicate our goals and accomplishments. 
Click through the project pages for updates or get connected to our social media for in-the-
moment news. The URL is the familiar www.huronpines.org.
Paperless landowner projects: our stewardship team is making an effort to reduce the number 
of trees we use while helping landowners make decisions about better managing their property. 
Through our new customer database, tablets and electronic communications, we’ll be able to 
keep track of files in the field and help people more quickly.
New gear like invasive species injectors (demonstrated by Melissa 
Buzzard, at right) and shrub uprooters will help us to more 
precisely target the plants we don’t want while protecting native 
ecosystems from the effects of herbicide. Native plants and 
waterways will be cleaner with the reduced chemical spread. 
New perspectives: through aerial photography and videography, 
we are able to get a look at our projects from different angles, 
helping us to gather more data for future management and tell 
the story of conservation. Be on the lookout for an exciting fly-
through video of the Song of the Morning Dam removal, available 
soon!



Board and Staff
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Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, 

Suite 2
Gaylord, MI 49735

(989) 448-2293
info@huronpines.org
www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors
Jerry Rucker, Chair

Joe Jarecki, Vice Chair 

Connie Schrieber, Treasurer

Judy Kalmanek, Secretary

Anne Belanger

Ned Caveney

Chip Erwin 

Daryl Poprave

David Smith

Robert Stuber

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Lisha Ramsdell, Associate Director

John Bailey, Watershed Project Manager

Abigail Ertel, Community Program Lead

Jennie Jandron, Program Manager

Josh Leisen, Watershed Project Manager

Joy Leisen, Special Projects Coordinator

Jennifer Muladore, Landscape Ecologist

Melissa Buzzard, Stewardship Specialist

Ken Reed, Habitat Specialist

Brian Marshall, Habitat Specialist

Susan La Vanture, Staff Accountant

Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant

Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance Moving Forward
Our work to ensure that success through fostering the 
Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance is also coming to fruition 
as the group moves toward independence while 
promoting Kirtland’s warbler and jack pine habitat 
conservation as plans move forward to step the bird 
off the federal Endangered Species list. For more on 
this project, visit www.huronpines.org or contact 
Abigail at abby@huronpines.org. 
Huron Pines served on the planning committee for 
the 2015 Kirtland’s Warbler Festival in Roscommon 
this June, which was a great success in drawing 
visitors together to celebrate Northeast Michigan’s 
jack pine heritage. A feature of the event was the 
Kirtland’s Warbler Home Opener, a now annual event 
to celebrate and raise awareness about the warbler’s 
journey from critically endangered to conservation 
success.

Kirtlands Warbler Alliance Moving Forward
Our work to ensure that success through fostering 
the Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance is also coming to 
fruition as the group moves toward independence 
while promoting Kirtland’s warbler and jack pine 
habitat conservation as plans move forward to step 
the bird off the federal Endangered Species list. For 
more on this project, visit www.huronpines.org or 

One of the 2015 Kirtland’s Warbler Festival events was a 
kayak tour of the South Branch Au Sable in the heart of 
Kirtland’s warbler habitat. 

Thank You, AmeriCorps Members!
We’d like to thank our group of members who 
served in the Huron Pines office this year—without 
their dedication and teamwork, we wouldn’t be able 
to accomplish the huge amount of work we did.
We wish the best of luck to Holden Branch, Ryan 
Cass, Leighton King and Deanna Staton in all their 
next adventures!
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Looking for a Conservation Cause? Share Huron Pines!
Huron Pines’ wide diversity of projects touches every part of the 
northern Michigan experience. We want to share our mission with 
more people who love this part of the state as much as we do. 
Support our conservation work by renewing your membership and 
tell your friends and neighbors why you think conserving forests, 
lakes and streams is the most important legacy we can leave for 
future generations in Northeast Michigan.

Renew your membership, give a gift membership, or learn about 
our legacy society at www.huronpines.org.


