
 

 



Pulling together creative partnerships  
 …for an all-hands-on-deck approach to solving problems  
 

Protecting and promoting our natural assets  
 …and linking them to economic & community development opportunities 
 

Providing conservation education  
 …to K-12 students and adults in our communities 

Conserving the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan since 1973 



Our projects range in scale  
 …from working 1-on-1 with landowners to watershed-wide efforts 
 

Our work reconnects rivers, improves habitat and engages people 
  …boosting quality of life to the tune of $2.6 million+ invested each year 
 

Outcomes of our work benefit the whole Great Lakes Basin  
 …and protect the rare ecosystems and species of the region  
 



1. Public land 
2. Large, intact privately-owned 

forests 
3. Dark skies 
4. Great Lakes coastline 
5. Blue ribbon trout streams 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Inland lakes 
7. Trails & blueways 
8. Unique geology 
9. Kirtland’s warbler 
10.Elk, wildlife corridors  

& bird migration routes 
 

Top 10 Natural Assets in Northern Michigan’s “Sunrise Side” 
 



Great Lakes Coastal Wetlands 
 …our 200+ miles of coastline are an important bird migratory route 
 

Jack Pine Ecosystem 
  …a diverse, essentially Michigan landscape supporting many game species 
 

Groundwater-Fed Blue Ribbon Trout Streams 
 …icy cold streams abound in the headwaters of Pure Michigan 



We know that quality of life is better with access to wild places 
 …and that’s something Northeast Michigan has in abundance 
 

Our region offers world-class fishing, hunting and trails 
  …along with endless opportunities for wildlife viewing and quiet getaways 
 

Enhancing natural resources creates a win—win—win cycle 
 …boosting economic growth, access to recreation and wildlife health 
 



Collecting data through science-based, objective inventories 
 …allows us to compare project sites and their impact apples-to-apples 
 

Prioritizing using our Mega-List process 
  …has laid the groundwork for ready-to-go projects in each watershed 
 

Vetting projects with local expertise from our Resource Advisors 
 …ensures that each of our projects is ecologically important 
 



Reconnecting river systems for wildlife passage 
 …protects the resiliency and genetic diversity of natural communities 
 

Road/stream crossing projects 
  …restore fragmented river habitats and align with road commission goals 
 

Well-designed crossings need less maintenance and are safer 
  …and result in positive benefits for both people and wildlife 
 

40-acre impoundment before and after drawdown 
 

Perched, undersized culvert before and after construction 
 



Michigan has a legacy of aging dams fragmenting river systems  
 …causing warming waters and blocking wildlife from upstream habitats  
 

Dam removal projects restore natural river processes 
 …and reduce the risk of infrastructure failing catastrophically 
 

The Song of the Morning Dam Removal Project 
 …will reconnect the Pigeon River for the first time in over a century 

40-acre impoundment before and after drawdown 
 



As the lead organization for the Northeast Michigan CWMA 
 …we are driving the focus of regional invasive species management 
 

Our Early-Detection Rapid-Response strategy 
  …fights invasive plant populations while it’s cost-effective and feasible 
 

Our staff and Invasive Species SWAT Team  
 …treat priority invasives and restore healthy native communities 
 



The innovative Huron Pines AmeriCorps program is in its 8th year 
 …Governor’s Service Award—Outstanding National Service Program  
 

The program links college graduates with conservation organizations 
  …and members gain real-world experience, technical and networking skills  
 

Our members engage citizens in improving natural resources 
 …while building capacity for our conservation partners statewide 
 



Science-based inventories led to on-the-ground projects 
  …and the development of the Rifle River Watershed Management Plan 
 

Community investment in the project built a support network 
 …for increased momentum in linking recreation and quality of life 
 

Rifle River Watershed Project  Rifle Prosperity Network 
 …building sustainable support for conservation in our communities 
 



Saved from extinction’s brink (167 singing males!) by teamwork 
 …we’re working to ensure this Northeast Michigan bird continues to thrive 
 

Creating a support network for sustainable management 
  …by developing an independent Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance  
 

Empowering communities to rally around this unique species 
 …by providing educational programming and community events 
 



Huron Pines aligns priorities with many types of partners 
 …to achieve benefits for all and share investment 
 

For every unrestricted dollar we receive… 
  …we are typically able to leverage $10 of federal or private grants 
 

Example: Black River at Sucker Creek Road 
 …In this case we brought $363,000 to leverage $36,000 in RC funds 
 
 

 
 



A widespread attitude of government pushback 
 …is a barrier to getting the support needed to complete impactful projects 
 

Our region has a smaller ratio of high-impact NGOs  

  …which means we are more reliant on federal and state agency partners 
 

People in Northeast Michigan are not as well off comparatively 
 …and that makes it less likely for individuals to invest in conservation 
 

 
 
 

 
 



In Northeast Michigan only 14% of adults have Bachelor’s degrees  
 …considerably lower than the statewide average of 25.3% 
 

Our region has an unemployment rate of 13.5% 
 …which is much higher than the Michigan average of 7.8%  
 

0 foundations that make regular grants over $5k 
 
 



The story doesn’t end with “protecting” land parcels… 
 …projects may be needed to restore properties toward a natural state 
 

Collaborating with other organizations to leverage investments 
  …adds value to land acquisition efforts and brings resources to the region 
 

Continuing to acquire and restore conservation-priority lands 
 …to maintain connected, high-quality habitats and wildlife corridors 
 



Conserving the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan since 1973 

mailto:info@huronpines.org
http://www.huronpines.org/

