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Saunders
Dam is Gone!

See pages 6–7 for details
on this project that lets
the Upper Black River
flow freely.

Northern Saginaw Bay Region
Local Leaders See How On-the-Ground Projects Net Real-World Results

One of the ways Huron Pines draws attention to the needs of Northeast Michigan’s natural resources is to invite local
and regional lawmakers and partners on a tour of project sites. We take the time to discuss why conservation projects
are necessary and what people can do to ensure that funding and other support continues to come here—bringing
with it jobs, tourism and a cleaner environment.
Upon a request from MI Representative Bruce Rendon to see more of the conservation projects we’re completing in
his area, we designed a tour that highlighed recently completed work in the Rifle River Watershed in Ogemaw County,
through the Northern Saginaw Bay Restoration Initiative. A group of local leaders, media and Huron Pines staff visited
a diversity of sites, including stormwater rain gardens in West Branch, a road/stream crossing in Klacking Township, an
erosion control site in Rose City and an agricultural project in Cummings Township. By replacing road/stream crossings
like Crow Creek/Townline Road, we can reduce the input of sediment from roads and allow for migratory fish to travel
to their historical spawning ground upstream. By implementing erosion control measures and installing fish habitat
structures, we are preventing sediment loading and adding critical aquatic habitat as well. Planting native plants and
removing invasive species serves to promote a resilient, diverse ecosystem that provides food and shelter for wildlife
while also filtering runoff and protecting banks from erosion.
To learn more about the Northern Saginaw Bay Watershed Restoration Initiative, visit www.huronpines.org or contact
Garrett Noyes at (989) 448-2293 ext. 16 or garrett@huronpines.org.
Our
Annual Meeting is
Coming Up
This year’s Huron Pines Annual
Meeting will once again be held at
Treetops Resort in Gaylord, MI. Contact
us at (989) 448-2293 ext. 21 or rsvp@
huronpines.org to reserve your spot (preregistration is required ($15) and includes
lunch).
Saturday, February 1, 2014
10:00 am to 1:00 pm (doors open at 9:00)
Treetops Resort
3962 Wilkinson Road
Gaylord, MI 49735

Participants in the Northern Saginaw Bay Initiative Legislative
Tour (including MI Rep. Bruce Rendon, 2nd from left) watch a
culvert being placed on Crow Creek.
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Economic Roundtable

Northeast Michigan, the Kirtland’s Warbler and the Blue Economy

Huron Pines recently brought together more than 50 innovative leaders interested in improving the quality of life in
our region. Through our Northeast Michigan Economic Roundtable, we discussed the unique natural assets the region
boasts—how to promote those, while at the same time ensuring their long-term protection, was a focus of the day’s
event. With a keynote address from Jon Allan at Michigan’s Office of the Great Lakes, the many leaders started thinking about the history of Michigan’s land, the assets we have, and what and how things may change in the future.
With sponsorship from DTE Energy, the event provided a jumping-off point for people to advance ideas related to
sustaining our natural resources while working together to promote the regional identity. Many good programs are
underway and were mentioned as key pieces to moving forward—efforts like what our partners at the Northeast
Michigan Council of Governments are doing with regional economic planning, the Sea Grant-led Northeast Michigan
Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative, the US 23 coastal program, and many others. Data from unique tourist visits related to the Kirtland’s warbler was presented by author Bill Rapai to help showcase opportunities for linking visitors to
more opportunities in the region. Zak Branigan from the Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy provided a great example of
a birding trail they’ve developed and how they are rallying the community around that opportunity.
The day ended with John Austin, Director of the Michigan Economic Center and Non-Resident Senior Fellow of the
Brookings Institution, speaking to the group about Michigan’s water-based economy (i.e., the Blue Economy). He
shared examples of water-based development, blue economy job opportunities and technology/growth opportunities
centered around our water resources. Armed with some of the research he has
done through Brookings, he also spoke about the increase in property
values and local economic development as a result of water restoThe Kirtland’s warbler is
ration efforts. Huron Pines is pleased to be a partner in this work.
one of the special natural
It was a day to focus on opportunity. In recent years we have
assets
unique to Northeast
had some counties in Northeast Michigan approach 25% unMichigan. Photo courtesy of
employment. We have had the lowest percentage of students
David Kenyon, MDNR.
go on to college. We have sometimes promoted recreational
opportunities that are the same as other regions when in fact
we have the opportunity to attract people to the area (and
not just to visit, but to live) because of what makes us unique.
These things are reasons for Huron Pines to be more involved
in helping the region. Bringing our unique natural resource
base to the center of a coordinated regional identity effort can
increase visitation and investment, which then feeds back into
emphasis on stewardship and conservation of those resources.
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Au Sable River Watershed

Steering with Science: Collaborative Partnership using a Data-Driven Approach

Thanks to funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation’s Sustain Our Great Lakes Program, Huron Pines is
planning a lot of work for the Au Sable River Watershed. We’ve gathered representatives from the many local conservation groups and agency partners into a steering committee that will use the Huron Pines Mega List and watershed
management plans as the basis for selecting individual projects. Members of this new Au Sable River Steering Committee will provide insight on the current condition of the river and its tributaries, propose additional projects for consideration that may not have been inventoried recently and raise the additional funding needed to complete this $1.2 million
watershed-wide project. Sediment data from bank erosion and road runoff, aquatic passage issues, and water temperature data are also helping to give a bigger picture of what areas need the most help and will have the greatest impact
on the watershed as a whole.

Lake
Huron

The
Au Sable North
Branch Area Foundation
recently pledged $30,000 toward
this effort and they are very excited
Different communities of fish and insects need different water temperato see the entire Au Sable project taking
tures to thrive, and many different factors contribute to changing historshape. Glen Eberly stated, “This project is
ical temperatures in a stream (dam impoundments and heated runoff
to benefit the entire Au Sable Watershed.
from roads raise temperatures, for instance). To help the group choose
Many areas that need attention would not
projects where changing the stream’s temperature would benefit aquatic get help without a broad-based program.
communities, we’re using new data that maps temperature for stretchFurther, our Au Sable North Branch Area
es of river. Temperature categories are based on the July mean water
Foundation contribution has been
temperature, which is one of the months in which water temperatures are
greatly leveraged by Huron Pines to
highest and therefore have the most impact on the coldwater species we aim
generate serious funding.”
to protect, like trout.
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Kirtland’s Warbler Initiative
Workers plant jack pine seedlings in a Kirtland’s Warbler
Management Area, photo courtesy of David Kenyon, MDNR.
Kirtland’s warblers need young jack pines for their nesting
habitat, so constant management of Michigan’s jack pine
ecosystem to provide this age class will be necessary forever.

Jack Pine Growth through Partnership
The Kirtland’s Warbler Initiative recently received $171,000 in federal Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding
through the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Joint Ventures Program. Guided by national and international bird
conservation plans, the program supports the development of regional partnerships
between government agencies, nonprofit organizations, individuals and corporations for
the protection of priority bird species like the Kirtland’s warbler.
As part of this grant, Huron Pines will work with the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources to plant 2 million jack pine trees in Kirtland’s Warbler
Management Areas and partner with the Michigan Audubon Society to produce
high-impact outreach materials including an educational kiosk to serve as a central
collection point for current Kirtland’s warbler information and a recognizable
launching point for major Kirtland’s warbler events. This grant award—and the
innovative partnerships it supports—is a strong step forward for the Initiative and
the goal of ensuring that the programs most critical to Kirtland’s warbler survival
continue as the warbler begins its move off of the federal Endangered Species List.

Help us raise $10,000 for the Kirtland’s Warbler! Visit
www.crowdrise.com/HuronPines
to make your donation today.

Examples of Kirtland’s warbler
outreach kiosks (photo courtesy of
Phil Huber, U.S. Forest Service).
The Michigan Audubon Society will
organize an outreach campaign to
promote warbler conservation in 2014.
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Saunders Dam
A Conservation Collaboration: Small Dam Removal
from Conception to Completion
On September 13, 2013, a dam was removed, bringing to
fruition a project many years in the making and displaying
how conservation organizations and community partners can
all work together to protect the natural areas we all enjoy in
Northeast Michigan.
Located on the Black River in Otsego County, this dam
harnessed the river’s energy and converted it to power for
nearby cabins owned by Dr. Saunders during the early 20th
century. No longer used for producing power for several
decades, the dam was an unnecessary barrier to fish migration
and natural river processes. Members of the Upper Black
River Council along with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Fisheries
Division and Huron Pines identified removal of this dam as a priority project given the benefit to conserving
coldwater and brook trout habitat throughout the Black River system.

Learn About Success As It Happens
Sign up to receive our biweekly eNews for
updates on project activities, volunteer
events and other ways you can get
involved. We also offer monthly e-mail
updates for the Au Sable Watershed, the
Sturgeon-Pigeon Area Watershed Network
and the Kirtland’s Warbler Network.
Don’t forget to follow us on Facebook and
Twitter, too!

www.huronpines.org

The dam moved one step closer to removal when the State of
Michigan purchased the property in 2011 using funding from
the Natural Resources Trust Fund. The Pigeon River Country
(PRC) State Forest is a unique asset that draws people
from far away for the recreation opportunities it provides.
Purchasing this 517-acre property was a priority for the DNR
because it expanded the PRC and included elk habitat, prime
hunting lands and over 1.5 miles of Black River frontage. The
land and water surrounding the dam is home to brook trout,
ruffed grouse, bald eagles, whitetail deer, wild turkeys and
many other animals that truly make this wilderness area a
special place.
In addition, the purchasing price of this property was used to
leverage USFWS funds to remove the dilapidated dam. With
the property in public ownership and funding acquired for
the dam removal, the stage was set to begin the planning and
implementation phases of dam removal.

After working with the USFWS and the DNR to create a dam removal plan
and receiving bids from contractors to complete the removal, Huron Pines
initiated a funding drive to raise the final funds needed to complete the
project. This funding pledge included dollars from Treetops Resort, Jay’s
Sporting Goods, the Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Pigeon
River Country Association, the Upper Black River Council and individual
contributors.
We hosted a ground-breaking ceremony at Saunders Dam on September
9 for the 25 partners and contributors. The ceremony included resource
professionals speaking about how public land is a driver for the local
economy.

6

Black River Watershed
Photo courtesy of the Gaylord Herald Times.

After the ceremony, it took four days to complete the full removal of
the dam. The water level was controlled and lowered slowly in order to
disrupt the river as little as possible while removing the five-foot-high
dam. Now, eight miles in the very headwaters of the Black River system
are reconnected, allowing for brook trout and other aquatic organisms to
migrate upstream when necessary.
The next step in the river’s healing process is to monitor the newly
exposed sediment throughout the fall, winter, spring and summer for
erosion and vegetation. When native plants grow on the new banks, their
roots will hold the soil in place while their branches will provide habitat
for fish, amphibians, insects and more.
While removing the dam only took four days, identifying and planning
for the project took many years. The partners saw the importance of
protecting the property under public ownership and the need to remove
buildings and structures that posed a hazard to public safety. Completing
the dam removal would not have been possible without the support of these partners and the confidence to know
that even though this project could not be completed immediately, it was well worth the wait.
For more information on the project, contact Sam Prentice at (989) 448-2293 ext. 17 or samuel@huronpines.org.
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A Conservation Legacy
The Erwin Family Joins the Huron Pines Legacy
Society

The Erwin Family

Huron Pines Board member Chip Erwin and his wife Betsy
enjoy spending time with their three children in the natural
beauty of Northeast Michigan. They wanted to ensure that
the area’s rivers, streams and forests would be enjoyed by
future generations to come by giving a bequest in their will
to Huron Pines. With their generous donation, Chip and
Betsy have helped Huron Pines to plan for the future and to
protect their favorite places. Huron Pines thanks the Erwin
family for their commitment to the future of conservation
and welcome them to the Huron Pines Legacy Society.
A bequest to Huron Pines gives us an opportunity to
demonstrate our commitment to an organization and
cause that we both feel strongly about. Knowing that after we are gone the important work of Huron Pines will
continue is important to us. It is an honor to know that
we can play a part in the long term success of Huron
Pines’ mission. The work and resources provided by others before us has allowed Huron Pines to make the positive impact it has made over the past 40 years. It only
seems right to help assure that this work does not stop,
but will continue to the benefit of future generations.

“Our children and friends see the results of Huron Pines’
work in the field—whether with invasive species removal
or road/stream crossing improvements. Giving a bequest
to Huron Pines helps reinforce the message that we all
have a role to play in maintaining and conserving the
quality of Michigan’s natural resources.”

Our family has shared in the benefits of responsible environmental stewardship by those that have come before us
and as a result of the work of Huron Pines. We want other families, and other generations of families, to experience the natural beauty and resources of northern Michigan in the way we have. Supporting Huron Pines, particularly their work to protect and restore coldwater habitats of northern Michigan, is one way to further that goal.
For those that have had a chance to travel outside of northern Michigan, it becomes clear that what we have here
is truly special. Maintaining and improving our natural environment, and avoiding the degradation that so many
other areas have suffered, is important work. Whether through land stewardship consultation or environmental
rehabilitation projects, Huron Pines brings expertise and resources to these challenges. We are confident that our
bequest to Huron Pines will be used responsibly to further sensible and balanced environmental objectives.
Legally documenting a bequest at this time, while we are revising our estate plan, allows us to demonstrate a
commitment and feel the satisfaction that comes from moving beyond intentions to commitment.
– Chip Erwin

Leave Your Conservation Legacy

By utilizing effective legacy gift planning, you can balance your personal
financial goals and your charitable interests while possibly realizing
significant tax benefits. For more information on legacy giving and
The Huron Pines Legacy Society, please contact Shelley Martinez,
Development Services Coordinator at shelley@huronpines.org or visit
our website.

www.huronpines.org/legacy.asp
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Chip says, “Some of our best memories are of the times
we have spent with our family on the rivers of
northern Michigan.”

Invasive Species Removal
How Can an Endangered Dragonfly Help Invasive Species Efforts?

It’s pretty easy, really—just look at the Hine’s emerald dragonfly for the answer. This
little-known insect lives in only a few Midwestern states, including coastal Northeast
Michigan. It is pretty particular about its habitat, needing wide open spaces near
coldwater seeps and slow-flowing cool wetlands. These wetlands are also home to
many rare and endangered plants and animals, some found nowhere else in the
world. Unfortunately, they are also a favorite community type for invasive plants like
phragmites and purple loosestrife, who also thrive on the open spaces and shallow
water. As these invaders move in, they alter wetlands, sometimes drying up surface
water and crowding out native plants that provide habitat for the Hine’s emerald
dragonfly and its food sources.
Huron Pines has joined a partnership with the Michigan Natural Features Inventory,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and The Conservation Fund to learn more about
the extent of Hine’s emerald dragonfly in Northeast Michigan and restore coastal
wetlands in the process. We’ve already been treating invasive species on the coast
for years, but starting in 2014 we will be helping the larger effort to locate potential
Hine’s emerald dragonfly habitat, survey for the dragonflies, remove any invasive
plants that may be interfering with the habitat and create large, connected corridors
of potential habitat for the dragonfly to use. Through funding specifically for on-theground restoration in dragonfly habitat, we will also be looking for other ways to
restore or protect habitat beyond invasive species control.

The endangered Hine’s emerald
dragonfly. Photo by Paul Burton,
USFWS.

If you’re interested in learning more about this project or our other coastal
stewardship efforts, contact Andrea Locke at (989) 448-2293 ext. 26 or andrea@
huronpines.org.
Volunteers take a break from inventorying phragmites at a
potential Hine’s emerald dragonfly habitat site to look for some
larger flying creatures (a northern harrier was spotted in the area).
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Huron Pines Supporters
The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for
the support of our members and project contributors.
These contributors are directly responsible for making
our work possible.
Special Thanks to Our
Major Donors
$20,000+
The Carls Foundation
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative
Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren
Shelden Foundation
$5,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Au Sable North Branch Area
Foundation
Bay Area Community Foundation
Great Lakes Bay Watershed
Education and Training (B-WET)
Grant Program
Watershed Champions $2,500+
Challenge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Headwaters Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
William B. Mershon Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
Michigan Environmental Council
Upper Black River Council
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Au Sable Big Water Preservation
Association
Eric Bankhead and Connie
Schrieber
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Canada Creek Ranch
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan-Mr. and
Mrs. O.B. Eustis Memorial Fund
Community Foundation for
Southeast Michigan-Frank W.
Lynch and Roberta Jane Lynch
Endowed Family Fund
Dawson Kure Family
Bill and Linda Demmer
Higgins Lake Foundation
David Irani and Laurel Moore
Jerry and Fran Rucker
John G. Shedd Aquarium
Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund
Sustainers $500 - $999
Anonymous (2)
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Consumers Energy
E. James and Betsy Erwin
Jeanette Henig
Ken and Susan Hirth
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Mark and Pam Rohr
Paul and Carol Rose
David Smith and Marie
Harrington
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Robert and Mary Louise
Tarkowski
Treetops Resort
Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association
Agency Funders
Michigan Community Service
Commission
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of Military
& Veterans Affairs
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
Partners $100 - $499
Jim Allyn
William and Debra Anderson
Audubon Society of Kalamazoo
Larry and Joanne Brock
Cedars for the Au Sable
Citizens National Bank
Bill Darooge
Ken and Teresa Dennings
Roger and Dagmar Eriksson
Dale and Norma Ewart
Fischer Insurance Agency
Mark and Adam Hume, Oscoda
Canoe Rental
George and Linda Killat
James Knox
Frank and Theresa Krist
Jerry and Susan La Vanture
Lake Margrethe Property Owners
Association
Al Lewis
John Lindsay
David and Martha “Muffie”
McCauley
Herman and Dorothy Miller

North Branch Boys Fly Fishing Club
Raietta Ott
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Pigeon River Country Association
Ben and Kristine Pinti
Samuel Prentice
County of Roscommon
Mary Sanders
Richard and Barbara Schalk
James and Dorothy Schramm
R. Thomas Snyder
Wade and Patricia Sutton
Fred and Carole Swinehart
Van Etten Lake Association
Gary and Barbara Vetter
Viking Energy of Lincoln
Judd and Mary Ann Wellard
Eric Williams
Thomas and Carol Young
Daryl Zelenak
Patrons $50 - $99
Anonymous
David Fisher and Esther CavendishFisher
Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Joe and Carol Houston
Liz Jacob
Robert and Karen Luetje
Jack and Julie Marlette
Greg and Diana McComas
Barbara McLennan
William Mears
Nancy Mellott
Thomas and Rosemary Mullaney
Doris Parker
Roy and Cindy Prentice
Tom Quail
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning
Judy Walle
Ron Young
Members $25 - $49
Anonymous
Vicki Seltz Barnes and Ken Barnes
Robert Mawn
Shelley and Greg Martinez
Delores Peyton
James and Sharon Roberts
Joseph Wildberg
Supporters
Benjamin Duby
Barbara Gray
Tom and Barbara Harkleroad
Michael Lakatos
Fred and Margaret McDonald
Paul Paske
Arlene Rockwell
Neil and Joan Satovsky
Joan Shively
Charles Smiley
Stewart and Carol Smith
Ralph Stedman

Special Thanks
Scott and Jerry Nunn—The Guide
In Memory Of
Mel and Dorothy Baerwolf
from Delton Baerwolf
Eleanor Barker
from George Barker
Dick, Ed and Gary
from Anonymous
Randal Ehinger
from Karen Perry Ehinger
Celeste Jensen
from Brad Jensen and Rebecca
Benson
Larry and Sharon Kunkel
from Ned Caveney
Jeffrey Moses
from Anonymous
Jeffrey Moses
from Susan Malkes
Jean Petoskey
from Merrill Petoskey
Dillon Ptaszek
from David and Nancy Neal
Elva J. Scerba
from Danette Butcher
Robert “Bud” Slingerlend
from Ann Baughman
Ted Thomas
from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski
In Honor Of
Chip Erwin and Claire Erwin
from Dirk VanKoughnett and
Katherine Erwin
Welcome to Our Newest Business
Partners!

View our new
membership benefits at
www.huronpines.org/
donate.

Board and Staff

Huron Pines

Huron Pines Receives U.S. Forest Service Eastern Region Honor

In September, representatives from the U.S. Forest Service Eastern Region
(coming from their Cadillac office) presented the Huron Pines staff and
board with the Eastern Region Honor award. This award celebrates our
partnership with the Forest Servide to complete conservation projects that
benefit the Huron National Forest—projects like our Pine River road/stream
crossing improvements, road/stream crossing inventories and other erosion
control projects. Thanks to the Forest Service for the recognition and we
look forward to even more great projects in the future!

We Appreciate You

Each fall, we extend our thanks to all of our current supporters. From
agency and business partners to individual supporters and volunteers, we
couldn’t do our work without your help. This year’s appreciation celebration
was held at Garland Lodge on September 27. As always, it was a good time
for all who attended to reminisce about the past year and connect with
friends new and old. Thank you, supporters!

Connie Schrieber,
Huron Pines Board
Chair (far right), talks
conservation projects
with supporters.

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 448-2293
info@huronpines.org
www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors
Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chair
Chip Erwin, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary
Anne Belanger
Ned Caveney
David Smith
Tom Young

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Lisha Ramsdell, Program Director
Abigail Ertel,
Kirtland’s Warbler Coordinator
Patrick Ertel, Restoration Project Manager
Jennie Jandron, AmeriCorps Coordinator
Joy Leisen, Special Projects Coordinator
Andrea Locke, Private Lands Coordinator
Shelley Martinez,
Development Services Coordinator
Jennifer Muladore,
Communications Manager
Garrett Noyes,
Watershed Project Manager
Sam Prentice, Watershed Project Manager
Ken Reed, Habitat Specialist
Tim Engelhardt, Habitat Specialist
Brian Marshall, Habitat Specialist
Susan La Vanture, Staff Accountant
Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant
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Huron Pines

4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord MI 49735
Address Service Requested

Shedd Aquarium Partners with Huron Pines
The Great Lakes basin is home to over 3,500 species of plants and animals, 200
of which are considered globally rare. Committed to the protection of Great
Lakes natural communities, Chicago-based Shedd Aquarium supports
regional conservation initiatives, like those of Huron Pines, that provide
a hedge against future habitat loss and are complementary to its
own Great Lakes conservation efforts. From conducting Great Lakes
science and research to offering volunteers a chance to give back
to the Great Lakes, Shedd contributes to our understanding of
and appreciation for the remarkable wilderness and wildlife in
the region. Shedd’s Great Lakes Action Days, in particular, invites
volunteers to become active stewards while reconnecting with wild
places. Supporting Huron Pines is yet another way for Shedd and
the many conservation organizations around the basin to reach the
shared goal of a vibrant and resilient Great Lakes ecosystem.

63rd Street Beach Great Lakes Action Day, September
2013. Photo courtesy of Shedd Aquarium.
This organization is an equal opportunity provider. Huron Pines Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc. is a not-for-profit,
nongovernmental 501(c)(3) organization working to conserve the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan.

