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Pigeon River
Brad Jensen and Lisha 

Ramsdell were at the Song of 
the Morning Dam in September 

to celebrate the removal of the final 
stoplog and the end of the drawdown 
of the impoundment. Turn to page 4 
to learn more about the upcoming 

dam removal, which will free 
the river from barriers after 

more than 100 years. 



 

A Conservation Legacy
What do you see as natural resource and community improvement needs? 
This is a question Huron Pines pitched to several community gatherings this past year, asking people to think about their 
answers in both a local and also a much broader, regional context. We used the input to generate long-term outcomes 
and refine our own organizational goals as we plan our work for the next 40 years. If you haven’t seen the list of 
strategic outcomes that helps drive our efforts, please visit http://www.huronpines.org/outcomes.asp and let us know 
what you think.
Space in the newsletter limits us from showing everything we’re working on. Using resource inventories, input from the 
public and resource professionals, and comparing the cost and benefits of different potential projects across the region, 
we ultimately have a highly refined prioritization process. It’s a process we use to select the projects you see on these 
pages, which link back to the strategic outcomes. Sometimes those projects involve finding a middle ground, sometimes 
involving many different stakeholders with very different views. Finding the common ground among different interests 
takes good-faith negotiation, the ability to listen to different views, and a willingness to compromise. That’s a space 
Huron Pines strives to work in so that we can achieve practical results.
The prioritization process we use also leads us to decline to get involved in some activities. That can be hard to explain 
to local community members and landowners sometimes, but a nongovernmental, not-for-profit organization has 
to make tough choices about where to apply its energy. For our people at Huron Pines, that energy is almost always 
directed toward projects that provide long-term benefits, can be justified to provide an ecological good, and that are 
large in scale. 
Please enjoy reading about what we are working on. Much of it involves many different partners playing key roles and 
almost all of it still needs support in order to reach the goals we all share. 
–Brad Jensen 
  Executive Director
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Our Strategic Goals
1) Provide leadership necessary to identify natural resource enhancement 
opportunities and coordinate those programs where Huron Pines can have the 
greatest impact in restoring, enhancing or sustaining the region’s natural resources.
2) Improve and protect present levels of water quality while at the same time 
reconnecting stream habitat through the removal/remediation of human-created 
fish passage barriers, controlling runoff and reducing nutrient loading. 
3) Maintain and improve present levels of forest cover and increase acreage 
of managed forests, with our forests composed of indigenous communities 
functioning so they sustain forest health, quality wildlife habitat and sustainable 
productivity.
4) Integrate a conservation ethic into all aspects of our communities, including their 
local decision making, land use, schools, business and households.

Read more at www.huronpines.org/outcomes.asp

Opposite: (Huron Pines projects, clockwise from top left) Watershed Project Manager Josh Leisen shows off 
the recently installed stormwater treatment unit in Rose City before the official ribbon-cutting ceremony on 

October 11; one of two culverts recently replaced on the Black River in Alcona County by the Alcona County 
Road Commission to improve aquatic passage and road infrastructure; Habitat Specialists Brian Marshall 
(left) and Ken Reed (right) install instream habitat in Big Creek as part of our Au Sable Watershed project; 
Engineering plans and permitting are underway for the bypass channel around the Grayling Fish Hatchery.

Save The 
Date 

The Huron Pines Annual 
Meeting will be held on 

Saturday, February 28, 2015 
at Treetops Resort and Spa. 
Visit www.huronpines.org 

for more details and 
to RSVP.



 

Recent Milestones
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Recovering Rivers

Miller Creek Dam, Three Years Later
In 2011, Huron Pines worked with a landowner on Miller Creek, a tributary of the Thunder Bay River, to remove a 
failing dam structure and replace it with a culvert. This September, staff members Sam Prentice and Jennifer Muladore 
revisited a neighboring site and got to see how the culvert and former impoundment are holding up. 
The new culvert looks about the same as it did when installed, although more plants have grown in and secured the 
banks. The stream channel seems to have settled into a set of banks, while the new banks are full of native plants. 
The landowner reports that the soil on the new banks is still soft, but walkable. The DNR has not completed a new 
fish survey since the dam removal, but in the past 
brook trout were present and reproducing in the upper 
reaches of the stream. By reconnecting Miller Creek 
to the Thunder Bay River and reducing the amount of 
heated water and sediment flowing into the river, there 
is the potential for other species to begin using the 
creek for spawning as it heals.
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Uncovering History—Song of the Morning Dam Update
It’s an exciting time for people who love the Pigeon River and all trout streams—with the final stoplog removal, 
drawdown of the impoundment is complete and the river system is well on its way to better water quality and 
reconnected aquatic habitat along its entire length. Throughout the new stream channel, trees that have been covered 
for decades are emerging and diverse plant life is taking root.
The concrete structure of the dam is still in place and must be removed before the river can completely heal. Engineers 
have been chosen to design the second phase of the project—complete bridge replacement—and construction is 
expected to begin in early 2015 if the remaining $80,000 in funding is secured. 
Check for updates at www.huronpines.org or contact Lisha Ramsdell at (989) 448-2293 ext. 29 or lisha@huronpines.org.

2010 2014

2010 2011

2011



Multi-Species Access Means Success in the Thunder Bay 
As part of our work with the Thunder Bay Power Company, our staff and AmeriCorps members have spent the last 
three years conducting erosion and invasive species inventories at strategic points throughout the Thunder Bay River 
Watershed. Wherever we find sites that have been exacerbated by flows from the four hydropower dams in the 
watershed, we are working with the company and landowners to find solutions to stop the issues, whether it’s fixing 
erosion or removing invasive species. Sometimes, our desires for restoring a natural resource intersect with other 
needs and lead to new solutions and bigger benefits.
This September, Huron Pines worked with the Alpena Combat Readiness Training Center and Alpena County to repair 
a group of large erosion sites at a military recreation area. Some of the sites are used frequently by members of 
the military and their families, while others are used by wood turtles (a state species of special concern) as nesting 
grounds each spring. To improve the different types of river and bank access needed, we implemented innovative 
approaches to allow turtle access and stabilize soil. Instead of hard terraces, we secured biologs into the soil to create 
steps for human access to the water at site 3, while we kept biologs away from the water at sites 2 and 5 to enable 
turtles to climb the banks. The Thunder Bay Power Company and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation–Sustain 
Our Great Lakes program funded the installation of native shrubs and plants to help further hold soil in place and 
direct access to designated areas.

Alpena Erosion Control
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Biologs are usually installed 
right at the water line to stop 
erosion at undercut banks. In 

this project, they were used 
as a softer terrace structure 
higher up the bank to help 

hold sand in place while 
plants grow and secure the 

hill.

Site 3 Site 5



In the Home Stretch
Together We Can Reach the Finish
Our staff is coordinating partnerships and implementing on-the-ground conservation work throughout Northeast Michigan, and we need your help to continue improving the natural and people 
communities near you. While many of our partners have helped us to leverage over a million dollars in project funds, we still need nongovernmental support to help us use the funding for local projects. 
Here are a few project highlights and needs for 2015.
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Your help can make a difference! Visit www.huronpines.org/donate.asp to contribute to any of these 
projects or general Huron Pines support, or contact Development Services Coordinator Shelley Martinez at 

(989) 448-2293 ext. 15 or shelley@huronpines.org for more information.

The East Branch Au Sable-Karen Lake 
Road crossing is a high priority site in 

Crawford County. With local support,  the 
restoration of this site in combination with 

the Grayling Hatchery Bypass Channel 
will open 35 miles of river to fish from the 

Main Branch Au Sable.

Re-establishing young jack pine forest 
provides habitat not only for Kirtland’s 
warblers, but for many wild game and 

rare species.

Kirtland’s Warbler Initiative
• Implement jack pine forest and wildlife stewardship projects
• Reach 5,000 people through increased educational programming
• Ensure the long-term survival of the species through the formation of the 

Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance

Song of the Morning Dam Removal
• Remove dam structure and install bridge
• Reconnect 100% of the Pigeon River Watershed

Huron Pines AmeriCorps
• Build the capacity of 15 conservation groups in northern Michigan
• Develop new conservation programs and complete on-the-ground projects
• Reach thousands of students through environmental education programs

Au Sable Watershed Project
• Complete Grayling Hatchery bypass, Karen Lake Road, and 20 other priority 

restoration projects
• Control invasive species on 150 acres

Northern Saginaw Bay Restoration Initiative
• Install timber bridge on Houghton Creek-Flynn Road
• Increase agricultural stewardship projects
• Control invasive species on 150 acres

Invasive Species Program
• Control 180 acres of invasive species
• Assist 200 landowners
• Expand species and priority areas protected through the Northeast Michigan 

Cooperative Weed Management Area

Cheboygan River Watershed 
• Complete 11 aquatic passage and erosion control projects
• Restore 75 acres of habitat through invasive species control
• Place 300 whole trees in priority stream stretches

Totals:



Together We Can Reach the Finish
Our staff is coordinating partnerships and implementing on-the-ground conservation work throughout Northeast Michigan, and we need your help to continue improving the natural and people 
communities near you. While many of our partners have helped us to leverage over a million dollars in project funds, we still need nongovernmental support to help us use the funding for local projects. 
Here are a few project highlights and needs for 2015.

Program Funding Update
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Your help can make a difference! Visit www.huronpines.org/donate.asp to contribute to any of these 
projects or general Huron Pines support, or contact Development Services Coordinator Shelley Martinez at 

(989) 448-2293 ext. 15 or shelley@huronpines.org for more information.

With a total budget just over $2 million for the next year, 
we currently have 88% of project funding in place. The 

last, most important piece of the “pie” is the final 12% of 
nonfederal match.

The culvert at Houghton Creek near Rose 
City is a top priority for the Northern 

Saginaw Bay Restoration Initiative. 
By replacing this undersized, perched 

culvert with a bridge, we will improve 
water quality, enable spawning fish to 

access upstream reaches and improve the 
integrity of the road. 

Kirtland’s Warbler Initiative
• Implement jack pine forest and wildlife stewardship projects
• Reach 5,000 people through increased educational programming
• Ensure the long-term survival of the species through the formation of the 

Kirtland’s Warbler Alliance

Funding Secured:
$40,000

Song of the Morning Dam Removal
• Remove dam structure and install bridge
• Reconnect 100% of the Pigeon River Watershed

Funding Secured:
$460,000

Huron Pines AmeriCorps
• Build the capacity of 15 conservation groups in northern Michigan
• Develop new conservation programs and complete on-the-ground projects
• Reach thousands of students through environmental education programs

Funding Secured:
$336,000

Au Sable Watershed Project
• Complete Grayling Hatchery bypass, Karen Lake Road, and 20 other priority 

restoration projects
• Control invasive species on 150 acres

Funding Secured:
$420,000

Northern Saginaw Bay Restoration Initiative
• Install timber bridge on Houghton Creek-Flynn Road
• Increase agricultural stewardship projects
• Control invasive species on 150 acres

Funding Secured 
(multi-year):
$2,000,000

Invasive Species Program
• Control 180 acres of invasive species
• Assist 200 landowners
• Expand species and priority areas protected through the Northeast Michigan 

Cooperative Weed Management Area

Funding Secured:
$170,000

Cheboygan River Watershed 
• Complete 11 aquatic passage and erosion control projects
• Restore 75 acres of habitat through invasive species control
• Place 300 whole trees in priority stream stretches

Funding Secured:
$910,000

Funding Secured

Funding Needed

Support needed:
$50,000

Support needed:
$80,000

Support needed:
$30,000

Support needed:
$140,000

Support needed:
$70,000

Support needed:
$25,000

Support needed:
$100,000

Totals: $4,336,000 $495,000

11%

89%

2014–2015 Project Funding



“Sustain Our Great Lakes” Sustains Our Great 
Rivers
Huron Pines is pleased to announce a new project 
funded through the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s Sustain Our Great Lakes (SOGL) program, 
which will bring together new partners in an effort to 
restore and enhance the Cheboygan River Watershed. 
We’ll be leading a science-based, prioritized effort 
to remove aquatic barriers, manage invasive species 
and restore instream and shoreline wildlife habitat. 
Funding of $470,000 from the SOGL program will cover 
approximately half of the project costs—while many 
partners are providing in-kind labor and services, we still 
have a need to raise $100,000 over the course of this 
three-year project.

The project will start in 2015 and last for three years, 
but we’ve already begun preparing: our AmeriCorps 
members have updated road/stream crossing data 
within the watershed to include fish passage and erosion 
measurements, and we worked with the Pigeon River 
Country State Forest staff to complete an invasive 
species inventory at priority sites within the forest in 
preparation for control efforts. Stay tuned for more news 
as the project develops. 

New Growth Coming for The Pigeon River Country
Our good news for Northeast Michigan doesn’t stop at the Sustain Our 
Great Lakes project—Huron Pines was also the recipient of a Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Habitat Grant to restore 
wildlife openings in the Pigeon River Country State Forest (PRC). We 
worked closely with Scott Whitcomb, PRC Unit Manager, and Brian 
Mastenbrook, Wildlife Biologist, to plan a project that would meet the 
PRC’s long-term goals for increasing native wildlife habitat. 
Through a combination of invasive species management and native 
plantings (including a 17-acre prairie), we will be enhancing habitat for 
many species of wildlife while retaining and improving the hunting and 
wildlife viewing opportunities that draw so many people to the PRC. 
Overall, about 75 acres of open areas will be cleared of invasive species 
and planted with native plants in the next 12 months. 
The funding for this project is a result of the recent hunting and fishing 
license restructuring—so Michigan hunters’ investment is being used 
to improve the opportunities they enjoy locally. To learn more about 
how you can help support projects that increase outdoor recreation in 
Northeast Michigan, visit www.huronpines.org.

Cheboygan River Watershed
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It all needs to go! Invasive Japanese barberry is growing under invasive 
black locust near Inspiration Point, obstructing hunting access and 
providing poor habitat for wildlife.



Is It Oak Wilt?
The thought of stately oak trees losing their leaves and dying over the course 
of a summer strikes fear into the hearts of forest landowners. This fungal 
disease spread by insects is slowly spreading across the state of Michigan and 
has been popping up in several counties in Northeast Michigan in the last few 
years. 
Oak wilt usually starts with an injury to a tree—through pruning or storm 
damage breaking a branch or cutting into the bark. The injury attracts sap-
eating picnic beetles, carriers of the oak wilt fungus. As they feed on the 
sap from the injured tree, the beetles pass the harmful fungus into the tree, 
causing it to rapidly wither and drop all of its leaves. After the first season, 
the tree may try to resprout, but it usually dies quickly thereafter. The fungus 
spreads through the sap of the oaks, and it can be spread throughout a stand 
of trees when their roots come into contact with each other. 
Because of the complex nature of root systems, it is very difficult to stop the 
spread of oak wilt once it has been introduced to a stand of trees. Potential 
treatments include cutting diseased trees and turning the stumps to expose 
the roots to oxygen, trenching around diseased trees to prevent the spread of 
the fungus or selectively killing neighboring trees to again prevent the spread. 
The best way to stop oak wilt is by careful forestry practices, early detection 
and rapid response. Conduct forest thinning and tree trimming activities 
during the fall or winter and avoid damaging oaks during the 
growing season. Make sure contractors know the symptoms of oak 
wilt and how to disinfect their equipment if they are coming from 
an area where it is prevalent. Finally, make sure to know how to 
identify it yourself and who to call if you think you have a suspect 
tree on your property.

Who to Call
Oak wilt is a serious threat to 
Northeast Michigan’s forests, but 
it can be prevented. If you see 
the signs of a potential infection, 
contact an expert to get a firm 
diagnosis. Start local, and don’t 
give up!
• Foresters can help diagnose oak 
wilt and form strategies for how 
to stop the spread.
• MSU Extension and 
Conservation District foresters have the background and connections to help get 
you help.
• Michigan Department of Natural Resources foresters can help with diagnosis and 
treatment options if you border State land.
• Huron Pines’ private lands program staff can walk your land with you and help 
you make decisions about what to do next. Call us at (989) 448-2293 and we’ll help 
you get to the right place.

Eye on Tree Diseases

9An expert checks a suspect oak for fungus pads, a sign of oak wilt. 

Lookalike 
Issues

Diagnosing oak wilt is often a case 
of ruling out other problems first. Some 
issues that share similar characteristics 

include:
• General decline due to disturbance or old age 

(oak trees can grow slowly on poor soils and may 
look younger than they are)

• The two-lined chestnut borer (an invasive insect) 
acts in oaks similar to how the emerald ash 

borer works on ash trees, down to the small, 
D-shaped holes and bark tunnels.

• Other diseases, insects and 
blight. 
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It’s All Connected

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
In 2014, we placed an AmeriCorps member with the Michigan DNR at the 
Pigeon River Country State Forest (PRC) to implement new outreach pro-
grams and assist with developing new programs. While the DNR frequently 
has volunteers at the PRC to man the visitors center, having an AmeriCorps 
member with a full-time schedule has enabled them to implement volun-
teer wildlife monitoring programs throughout the forest.

In 2015, our partnership with the DNR will expand to the Grayling and Glad-
win offices, where members will develop new volunteer habitat improve-
ment programs and monitoring projects. 

Michigan United Conservation Clubs (MUCC)
Working with statewide organizations and focusing on conser-
vation benefits to Northeast Michigan has been a key aspect of 
our program since its inception. Placing a member with MUCC 
has led to new, high-impact volunteer projects in our area 
thanks to the On the Ground program. The connections made 
regionally help to improve natural resources while increasing 
an educated, involved volunteer corps statewide.

Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy (SBLC)
The SBLC believes that conservation projects can add value to a communi-
ty by increasing civic pride and ownership, attracting employers and main-
taining a resident base; that conservation can provide venues for leading 
healthier lifestyles; and  that conservation is a key to many areas of mak-
ing communities socially, economically, and environmentally sustainable. 
Maintaining and utilizing volunteers for projects is a priority for the SBLC 
and the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program—by placing a member in this 
chronically underserved region, we can help to improve, grow, and main-
tain a positive relationship with Saginaw Bay conservation volunteers. 

Landowners learn about invasive species treatment 
techniques at a SBLC preserve in Au Gres.

Volunteers pulled over 5,000 lbs. of invasive European 
frog-bit from the Alpena Wildlife Sanctuary boat 

launch.

Kyle Bartowitz shows off the new display he designed to 
promote outdoor recreation in the PRC.

New Huron Pines AmeriCorps Partners Expand Our Conservation Network
Our AmeriCorps program is unique in that we place members with host organizations of 
all types—from nonprofits to government agencies, each with different needs and im-
pacts on conservation in Michigan. This past year and moving forward, our network of 
host organizations has grown to include a few new sites that help us address new issues 
and reach new audiences.



Huron Pines Supporters Board and Staff
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Major Funders
The Americana Foundation
Anglers of the Au Sable
Au Sable North Branch Area 

Foundation
The Carls Foundation
Corporation for National and 

Community Service
DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
Great Lakes Fishery Trust
Healing Our Waters-Great Lakes 

Coalition
ITC Holdings Corp.
Michigan Community Service 

Commission
Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of 

Military and Veterans Affairs
Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
Natural Resources Conservation 

Service
Saginaw Bay Watershed 

Initiative Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren 

Shelden Foundation
USDA Rural Development
U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

New and Recent Renewing 
Supporters

Fred and Diane Alati
Bill and Debi Anderson
Toshiya Aoyama
Anonymous (2)
Au Sable River Watershed 

Committee
Delton and Pat Baerwolf
Ronald and Valerie Beatty
Kim W. and Carol Morley Beck
Ed and Lee Bender
Donald and Gail Block
Barbara and Dick Bott
Kathleen and David Boyd
Richard and Marie Bracci
Thomas and Gloria Cadwalader
Ned Caveney
Cedars for the Au Sable
Dave and Jane Chapoton
Community Foundation for 

Northeast Michigan 
-Community Endowment Fund 
-Mr. and Mrs. O.B. Eustis 
 Memorial Fund

The Conservation Fund
Consumers Energy Foundation
County of Crawford

Michael and Terri Cwik
Tom and Phyllis Dale
John Dallas
William and Linda Demmer
The Chip and Betsy Erwin Family
Fischer Insurance Agency
David Fisher and Esther 

Cavendish-Fisher
Deb Flanagan and Jay Middaugh
Golden Lotus (Song of the 

Morning Yoga Retreat Center)
Jim and Linda Gregart, Big Paw 

Wildlife Conservancy
Beach and Marianne Hall
Thomas and Michaela Hector
Jeanette Henig
Russ Holmes
Iosco County Community 

Foundation
David Irani and Laurel Moore
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Brad Jensen and Rebecca 

Benson
Lora and Tony Kalbli
Judy Kalmanek
Linda and Gary Kesler
David and Janet Kurtz
Lafarge Corporation
Michael Lakatos
Nelson Levings
John Lindsay
Bob Linsenman
Elizabeth Littler
Guy and Barbara Lovelace
Robert and Karen Luetje
Michael and Mary Beth 

Magnuson
Lake Margrethe Property 

Owners Association
Jack and Julie Marlette
Greg and Shelley Martinez
Mike Mathieu
Diane and Glen Matthews
Robert Mawn
Len Mazur
Barbara McLennan
William Middleton
Hank and Terri Milius
Montmorency County 

Conservation Club
David and Nancy Neal
Richard and Amy Nemeth
North American Hydro
North Branch Boys Fly Fishing 

Club
William and Eileen Palmer
Doris Parker
Paul Paske
Donald and Dorothy Peacor
Petoskey Regional Audubon 

Society
Barbara Pfau
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Jack and Ruth Pilon

Ben and Kris Pinti
Matt Pollard
Bruce and Debra Pregler and 

Anna Pregler
Roy and Cindy Prentice
Stephen Qua
Keith Radwanski and Erin 

Fanning
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Roger Rasmussen
James and Sharon Roberts
Dr. and Mrs. Nathaniel H. Rowe
Glenn and Nancy Schleicher
Dan and Amy Schoeck
Glenn and Moon Seagren
Robert Seaman
Joan Shively
Charles Smiley
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt-Smith
Tom and Sallie Snyder
Joe Stevens
Fred and Carole Swinehart
Roy Tassava
Jeffrey Twyman
Upper Black River Council
Gary and Barbara Vetter
Judd and Mary Ann Wellard
Karie Whitman
Joseph Wildberg
Stanley Yolkiewicz

In Memory Of
Burt Bowerman 

from Marshall and Amy Stevens

Ed and Dolores Bozynski  
from George and Janet Bozynski

David A. Feighan  
from Patricia A. Feighan

Kolby  
from Benjamin Duby

Sadie Lunden Miller  
from Herman and Dorothy 

Miller

Jean Petoskey  
from Merrill Petoskey

Elva J. Scerba  
from Danette Butcher

Ted Thomas  
from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski

Thomas and Jeanette Worley  
from Patrick and Judith Benson

Special Thanks for Other Gifts
The Guide

Wilson Trucking and Excavating

Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2

Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 448-2293

info@huronpines.org
www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors
Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chair 
Chip Erwin, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary

Anne Belanger
Ned Caveney

Judy Kalmanek
David Smith
Tom Young

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff
Lisha Ramsdell, Program Director

Abigail Ertel,  
Kirtland’s Warbler Coordinator

Jennie Jandron, AmeriCorps Coordinator
Josh Leisen, Watershed Project Manager
Joy Leisen, Special Projects Coordinator

Shelley Martinez,  
Development Services Coordinator

Jennifer Muladore,  
Communications Manager

Sam Prentice, Watershed Project Manager
Ken Reed, Habitat Specialist

Tim Engelhardt,  
Invasive Species Coordinator

Brian Marshall, Habitat Specialist
Susan La Vanture, Staff Accountant

Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and 
project donors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible. 
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nongovernmental 501(c)(3) organization working to conserve the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan.

ITC Holdings Corp. Invests in the Outdoors
In a new partnership with Huron Pines, ITC has provided $10,000 to 
help fund projects that benefit the endangered Kirtland’s warbler and 
the nationally famous Au Sable River Watershed. Abigail Ertel, Kirtland’s 
Warbler Coordinator for Huron Pines, says of the funding: “We are 
securing funding that will enable the future protection of this bird and 
its unique habitat, the jack pine. ITC’s donation will help us to build 
partnerships and promote this conservation success story.”
In the heart of the jack pine ecosystem flows the storied Au Sable River. 
Huron Pines is coordinating a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s (NFWF) Sustain Our Great Lakes program to complete a suite 
of projects throughout the entire Au Sable River Watershed—the projects 
include controlling erosion, opening up aquatic passage, improving water 
quality, managing invasive species and engaging community members 
in watershed activities. The funds from ITC will complement funds from 
other local partnerships and enable a sustainable watershed effort to 
continue beyond the initial NFWF project grant. 

ITC presents Brad Jensen and Huron 
Pines Board member Jerry Rucker with the 
$10,000 check to help protect the Au Sable 

River and Kirtland’s warbler. 


