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Promoting 
Volunteer 

Stewardship
At our 11/11 volunteer program 
kick-off, we promoted watershed 

stewardship through native plantings 
and erosion control. Look for more 
drawings like this on interpretive 

signs, brochures, our website, and 
more! Drawn by Liz Padalino, 

our AmeriCorps Stream 
Specialist.



A Note from the Director

2

During the next couple of years, Huron Pines has an opportunity, greater than ever 
before, to implement projects on a scale we couldn’t even dream of just a few years 
ago. Our inventory and planning work positioned us to capitalize on opportunities 
like the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, where funding is available for projects that 
balance infrastructure improvements with rehabilitating our rivers and improving 
ecosystems. These are projects like removal of old dams that restrict fish from moving 
up stream, installing Best Management Practices to improve water quality impacted by 
road/stream crossings, and removal of invasive species like phragmites.  We’ve taken 
the biggest, highest impact projects and targeted them for the next few years; these 
show up on the map on page 3. These sites, broken down by watershed, are also listed 
in the table below.  While our staff is working to finish adding in all of the high priority 
sites (both the map and the table will grow), the list of 200 projects on there now, 
requiring more than $16 million of funding, will keep us hard at work for Northeast 
Michigan. It’s a long list of work, but no one ever said making up for over a century of 
environmental damage would be a simple thing to do. 

Working on these projects will involve many conservation partners, strong local 
leaders and others like county road commissions and construction contractors. Huron 
Pines handles the coordination of these projects, including permits, pulling together 
large scale project financing, designs publicity, contract administration, conceptual 
designs and project evaluation. 

Completing these projects improves local infrastructure, like our roads, while also 
improving water quality and habitat. The projects we coordinate bring a significant 
amount of funding to our region and result in much needed jobs that make Northeast 
Michigan a better place to live, work and enjoy. 

We have the staff and technical resources in place, along with strong partnerships to 
pull these projects together. Our one need is support in the form of cash that helps 
us provide the “matching dollars” to the federal grants that we are able to obtain. For 
the type of projects our supporters really love, this is the best opportunity ever to get 
more land and water restoration, protection and enhancement projects completed. 

Our supporters play a big role—for every 
private dollar donated, we have been able 
to leverage seven dollars in federal funding 
to go right into on-the-ground projects. 
That’s a great return on your investment. 
(To see our independently audited financial 
statements, please go to our website.)

I hope you use this newsletter to learn 
more about some of those projects we have 
underway (we couldn’t fit them all in) and 
feel free to contact any of us at Huron Pines 
if you’d like to learn even more. 

Thanks for your support,

Brad Jensen, Executive Director

Watershed # of Major Projects Total Cost
Alcona/Black 9  $800,400
Au Gres/Tawas 3  $100,800
Au Sable 5  $484,800
Black 16  $1,114,800
Cheboygan 24  $1,040,400
Coastal Lake Huron 3  $1,380,000
Manistee 18  $1,290,000
Muskegon 1  $6,000
Ocqueoc 19  $1,938,000
Pigeon 4  $384,000
PRVEL 11  $1,612,800
Rifle 40  $3,470,400
Sturgeon 1  $6,000
Thunder Bay River 42  $2,418,600
Total 196  $16,047,000
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The  Mega List Map 

Data Source: Michigan Geographic Library
Created by Huron Pines 4/1/2010
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Working Together to Treat Invasives
Our goal for the 2010 Invasive Species Program is to find and kill invasive species on a 
regional scale. Through early detection and rapid response, we can prevent invasive 
species from spreading in Northeast Michigan. We have approached local governments, 
agencies and other partners to join us in this fight, starting with signing our regional 
Cooperative Weed Management Agreement (CWMA). This will enable us to coordinate 
projects and look for funding sources that address invasives as a regional problem rather 
than an individual, localized issue. The following groups have signed on or expressed 
support for the program:

CWMA Signatures
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
East Tawas
Rogers City
Tawas City
Tawas Township
Au Sable River Property Owners Association
The Nature Conservancy

The City of Tawas City will be treating the entire shoreline within its city limits for 
phragmites this summer. Huron Pines is helping to get private landowner permissions, 
and Savin Lake Services, Inc., will be doing the treatments, including treating private lands 
at no cost to the landowner. This proactive approach by the City will have a huge impact 
on the Tawas Bay shoreline while minimizing the impact on their budget over time. Huron 
Pines is also working with Tawas Beach Club, Au Sable Dunes, and others to treat as much 
of the Bay as possible this year, protecting a valuable tourism and birding area. 

Staff ecologist Jennifer Muladore participated in an aerial survey of phragmites from 
Mackinaw City to Oscoda. Funded by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment (MDNRE), the flight resulted in sighting over 100 phragmites occurrences 
along the stretch, most of them concentrated closer to Saginaw Bay as well as near the 
coastal cities and towns.

On the purple loosestrife front, landowners on the mainstream Au Sable River will 
be building on the success of the North Branch Au Sable volunteer program that has 
successfully been removing purple loosestrife for two years. Volunteer David Smith 
completed a loosestrife survey for the upper portion of the main Au Sable and removal 
permission forms have been coming in to Huron Pines. Huron Pines and the Invasive 
Species SWAT Team is helping to organize a volunteer effort by the Au Sable River 
Property Owners Association to pull the invasives on private lands in coordination with an 
MDNRE project to remove purple loosestrife and other invasive plants on the  
Au Sable. 

We have also been working with a teacher in Alpena to treat invasive buckthorn on a 
nature preserve near the school. The Invasive Species SWAT team, consisting of a crew 
leader and three Huron Pines AmeriCorps members, helped the school treat the invasive 
shrub in late May to clear a stream so that students can learn about stream water quality 
in the future. 

Resolutions and Letters of Support
Alpena County
Alcona Township (Alcona County)
Mikado Township (Alcona County)
Curtis Township (Alcona County)
Hawes Township (Alcona County)
Mitchell Township (Alcona County)

Funding
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Michigan DNRE
U.S. Forest Service
The Nature Conservancy
Private landowners

Through our early detection-rapid 
response approach, we find and treat 
invasives (like the patch of phragmites 
in Chebyogan, above) before they 
become expensive, difficult problems 
(like Saginaw Bay, below). 

See our staff page (page 11) to meet 
our Invasive Species SWAT Team. Visit 
www.huronpines.org to download a 
copy of the CWMA, landowner inter-
est forms and permission slips, and 
project photos. Or, sign up for periodic 
e-mail updates by e-mailing jennifer@
huronpines.org.

Treat this phragmites...

...before it becomes this.
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Large Woody Debris
Another ambitious season of instream habitat enhancement is underway for the Huron 
Pines River Restoration Crew. The crew has already begun work on the South Branch Au 
Sable, generously funded by the Anglers of the Au Sable. Other work this season will focus 
on the East Branch Au Sable, which will be the first broad sweeping effort to enhance large 
woody debris (LWD) throughout this Upper Au Sable tributary. 

Since the East Branch is a smaller tributary, the LWD installations are going to require 
some finesse. Both because of the size of the river and the size of the trees available, 
habitat work on the East Branch will be geared toward creating a greater density of 
smaller trees. In fact, there are several bends along the East Branch that only have dense 
tag alders to offer. If larger trees cannot be floated into those areas, bundles of tag alders 
will be placed and anchored to offer at least some woody debris, albeit not “large,” to 
sites that were devoid of instream structure. The habitat enhancement work is permitted 
from County Road 612 downstream to the mouth where the East Branch joins the Au 
Sable River with most efforts concentrated at the state land in Hartwick Pines State Park; 
private landowners will also be approached for their involvement in the project.

Small Dams
From generating electricity to blocking fish passage, the impacts of dams are varied 
and complex. Other impacts on a river include the blockage of natural sediment flow, 
the warming of impounded water, changes from a ‘stream’ to ‘lake’ ecosystem, and 
eutrophication, which can lead to a decrease in dissolved oxygen and poorer water 
quality. Of increasing concern is that most dams have a 50-year lifespan and by the year 
2020, 80% of the dams in Michigan will be older than their intended lifespan. If they are 
not strategically managed, dam failure could wreak havoc on the natural resources of 
Michigan. 

Huron Pines will be conducting inventories in small coastal watersheds that drain directly 
into Lake Huron, through a grant from Michigan Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment. In addition, barriers in the Au Sable River watershed will be inventoried 
through a cooperative agreement with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS). In 
collaboration with both agencies, an inventory form and parameters have been developed 
and field-tested for collecting the first level of data about small dams. With that data, 
decisions can be made about which dams need to be addressed.

From another USFWS grant, funds will be spent on a workshop in which resource 
professionals will be teaching and learning from each other, because dam removal is a 
relatively recent issue in our area. Presentations will include sediment management, state 
regulations, instream stability, and aquatic organism passage. The workshop will close 
with a day in the field, where emphasis will be placed on putting the inventory form to 
use and discussing practical restoration techniques. Taking the lessons learned from the 
workshop, a guidebook to treating small dams will be developed, focusing on the things to 
consider when developing a restoration plan for a particular dam removal project.  

One case study that may be featured in the guidebook is a dam removal on Miller Creek 
near Hillman, MI, in the Thunder Bay River watershed. Design work is underway and 
the impoundment has begun to be drained. Upon removal of the Miller Creek Dam, 13 
miles of upstream habitat will be reconnected to the Thunder Bay River. The restored site 
will reestablish natural flow of nutrients and sediment downstream and allow aquatic 
organisms to travel upstream into this formerly unreachable high-quality coldwater 
habitat. Removing the impoundment will also protect the stream from unnatural thermal 
pollution by decreasing the surface area of water exposed to incoming heat from the sun.

Stream Restoration
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The Tale of Three Road Crossing Projects
As many of you know, Huron Pines has been involved with numerous road/stream crossing 
improvement projects over the past 37 years. We are the “go to” organization in Northeast 
Michigan for implementing projects, coordinating agency and private funding and gaining 
the support and involvement from local road commissions. With technical advice from our 
Resource Advisory Group, we work with engineers and permit authorities to ensure that best 
practices are being installed and that projects are successfully implemented. That being said, 
Huron Pines is always looking for ways to broaden the positive impact our efforts have on 
natural resources.

One way we are increasing our impact is to select multiple projects within a smaller geographic 
scope, leading to a higher cumulative impact. By treating numerous sites within a sub- 
watershed or stream system the positive impact is much higher than by simply treating the 
same number of sites scattered throughout our service area. Simply put, the two main goals 
of road/stream crossing projects are to reduce the amount of polluted sediment entering 
our high-quality river systems and to improve passage for fish and other aquatic animals. In 
some cases, by targeting these efforts in a specific geographic area we are able to treat all of 
the major sources of sediment input while reconnecting an important system and improving 
habitat.

Pine River Road/Stream Crossing Initiative
With funding provided by the U.S. Forest Service through the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, Huron Pines is working with the Alcona County Road Commission, Wilcox 
Professional Services, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the Pine River-Van Etten Lake 
Watershed Coalition to improve seven of the highest priority crossings in the Van Etten Lake 
Watershed. Permits have been received for five of the sites and construction at four sites will 
be completed in 2010. At each site the culvert will be replaced with a larger structure and 
will be aligned to ensure the most desirable flow. In addition, the road approaches will be 
hardened to reduce sediment input into the river. Prior to construction, volunteers from the 
PRVEL Coalition will conduct macroinvertebrate sampling and stream geomorphology surveys. 
These surveys will then be repeated after construction to show the positive impacts to the 
river. 

Silver Creek Super Project
After 16 months of planning and fundraising, the first two road/stream crossing sites are set 
for replacement during the 2010 field season. If progress continues to be as quick as it has on 
this project to date, even more sites could be scheduled for improvement this year. All of them 
hinder the passage of fish and other aquatic organisms. A grant from the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation will fund the road/stream crossing replacements as well as valuable work 
with landowners on Silver Creek and invasive species removal projects. The success of this 
complex project is due in large part to the hard work of the partners who have helped move 
along designs and permitting, fundraising and landowner permissions.

Connecting the North Branch
Two years ago, Huron Pines worked with several conservation groups dedicated to the North 
Branch Au Sable River to identify resource concerns and develop solutions. Although watershed 
planning may not be the most exciting process, sound planning can lead to great things. As 
identified in the North Branch Action Plan the number one goal was to “Improve water quality 
by reducing sediment loading.” By taking the time to conduct a detailed inventory and identify 
individual sources of pollution, we were able to begin fundraising for implementation. Huron 
Pines is pleased to announce that the U.S. Forest Service, through the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative, has awarded $475,000 to improve at least eight road/stream crossing sites within the 
watershed. In addition, the North Branch Area Foundation has also stepped up and committed 
$25,000 toward the non-federal matching funds needed for the projects. More needs to be 
done, but the momentum is building and we thank everyone for their support. 

Watershed Approach to Resource Management
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In the above scans of the Hayes Township 
in Otsego County, look at the changes in 
development between 1972 (top) and 2009 
(bottom). Trends in development like this 
are occuring in every county—making it 
more important than ever to work with 
private landowners to protect corridors 
of habitat.

Land Stewardship

Taking a Landscape Approach to Helping Landowners
11 counties in Northeast Michigan covering almost 4.3 million acres. 
This is the service area of Huron Pines, with about one-third of that land 
area in public ownership. People live and visit the area for its wildlife, 
forests and abundant lakes and streams. Many of the state, national and 
other protected land areas function as important wildlife habitat areas. 
Connecting the most ecologically important areas means working closely 
with private landowners—wildlife moves and it’s vital that our private 
landowners are informed and involved in order to help protect what we 
all cherish about this place. After all, two-thirds of the Northeast Michigan 
land area is in their hands. 

As time goes by, parcels of land get broken into smaller and smaller 
parcels, resulting in a greater number of landowners. This makes it harder 
to sustain wildlife populations and to improve and protect habitat, as more 
people on smaller plots of land make for a bigger challenge (illustrated at 
right). 

We’ve seen the impact of this at our office. 
More and more calls come in each year. 

People are concerned about how to 
increase various types of game and 
non-game wildlife, deal with invasive 
species, manage their forest, reduce 
erosion, and many other questions. 
Huron Pines handles these calls, 

sometimes making referrals to private 
forestry consultants, sometimes to land 

conservancies, and sometimes to our 
friends at the Natural Resource Conservation 

Service, Conservation Districts, or MSU Extension. We’ve also relied on a 
highly skilled network of volunteers: our Conservation “First Responders,” 
who’ve been great about sharing their expertise with landowners once 
Huron Pines makes the connection. In one of our most important areas in 
northern Michigan, Pigeon River Country, we’ve worked with partners like 
the DNRE and Little Traverse Conservancy to protect lands surrounding the 
State Forest by putting more time and funding into meeting with private 
landowners.

The approach of targeting landowners around Pigeon River Country is 
something we’re now bringing to the rest of our service area. Through the 
mapping of soils, forests, streams, land cover, and other information, along 
with land development patterns, we’re looking at those unique and high 
quality lands in our service area, with the idea of targeting our efforts to 
those landowners where our help is needed most. These areas often end 
up being the wildlife corridors important for moving species from one area 
to another. 

We’ll still answer questions from any landowner, but we’ll be focusing our 
efforts our efforts (and our time and dollars to help private landowners) 
right where they’ll have the most impact. To learn more about the 
program and see what’s going on, feel free to give us a call or even set up 
a time to stop by the office and see what’s being produced. The map work 
is incredible and Huron Pines thanks Steve Rodock from NRCS for all his 
efforts to help map these high value wildlife areas in Northeast Michigan. 

Landowner 
Question?

Contact Jill at (989) 344-
0753 ext. 21 for help answering 
land management and natural 
resource questions. We’ll find 
the answer or point you to the 

person who can through 
our First Responder 

network. 

Otsego County 1972

Otsego County 2009
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Expanding Our Service
Now in its third year, the Huron Pines AmeriCorps program is rapidly developing a repu-
tation for bringing highly qualified resource individuals to volunteer a year of service 
with conservation nonprofits and complete high-impact projects. Members focus on 
four key areas: habitat restoration, volunteer engagement, environmental stewardship 
and developing new conservation services. This year, we have 16 members serving with 
11 conservation organizations.

Our members and host sites include:
Abigail Ertel, HeadWaters Land Conservancy (Gaylord)
Steve Gates, Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Alpena) 
Jessica Kane, Otsego Conservation District (Gaylord)
Ashley Marquardt, Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary (Alpena)  
Anne Negro, Michigan Sea Grant (Alpena)
Liz Padalino, Huron Pines (Grayling)
Cari Sebright, Michigan Trout Unlimited (Lansing)
Christina Carson, Michigan Sea Grant (Alpena)
Kristen Kozak, Huron Pines (Grayling)
Jodi Lindgren, Conservation Resource Alliance  (Traverse City) 
Gregory McClure, Huron Pines (Grayling)
Philip Prentice, Huron Pines (Grayling)
Justin Selden, Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy (Bay City)
Jon Stefanciw, Grand Traverse Conservation District (Traverse City) 
Matthew Breck, Headwaters Chapter Trout Unlimited (Vanderbilt)
Ryan Kozar, Little Traverse Conservancy (Harbor Springs)

2010 
Spring Service Project

On May 11, Huron Pines AmeriCorps mem-
bers, Otsego County Habitat for Humanity, Lowe’s 

employees, AmeriCorps Alumni, and members of local 
community service organizations spread out across Gaylord, 

taking on several community projects. Volunteers unloaded trucks 
at the local ReStore, planted two native gardens at recently completed 
Habitat homes and built a composting demonstration site at the Otsego 

Conservation District. The project was part of AmeriCorps Week, a weeklong 
campaign to recruit more Americans into service, salute AmeriCorps members 
and alums for their powerful impact, and thank the community partners who 

make AmeriCorps possible. We would like to thank Lowe’s of Gaylord for select-
ing the Huron Pines AmeriCorps project as part of their Lowe’s Heroes Volunteer 

Program.  Abigail Ertel, the Huron Pines AmeriCorps member in charge of  
organizing the event noted, “The Lowe’s Heroes Volunteer Program ties in 

with the message of AmeriCorps and what our members are trying to do on 
a daily basis—strengthen the communities we live in by engaging more 
citizens in volunteerism. The Lowe’s Heroes Volunteer Program is allow-

ing Huron Pines AmeriCorps to have a bigger impact on the Gaylord 
Community and really promote the power of AmeriCorps.” 

Want to get involved? Check out our AmeriCorps 
page and 11/11 Volunteer Program at  

www.huronpines.org. 



In Memory Of
Stephanie Ebling  

from George Ebling 

Randy Ehinger  
from Karen Perry Ehinger 

Rusty Gates from Hank and Terri Milius 

Rusty Gates  
from William and Janet Ross 

Ruth Joyce  
from Ron Joyce 

Joe Kutkuhn  
from Don and Kathy Burkley 

Joe Kutkuhn  
from Larry and Roberta Jacobson 

Herman Lunden from Herman and 
Dorothy Miller 

Ted Thomas  
from Ralph and Nancy Rucinski 

In Honor Of
Charles Crudgington from Anonymous

Huron Pines Staff from Anonymous

Dave Smrchek from Wolverine Power 
Cooperative 9

Huron Pines Supporters January 27 through May 7, 2010

Special Thanks to Our Major 
Donors for the Past 12 Months

$20,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Consumers Energy
DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Wolverine Power Cooperative 

$5,000+
Economic Development Alliance 

for Oscoda County 
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
Rice Family Foundation
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation

Watershed Champions $2,500+
Community Foundation for 

Northeast Michigan—Mr. and 
Mrs. O.B Eustis Memorial Fund

FishAmerica Foundation 
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter 

of Trout Unlimited
Upper Au Sable River Preservation 

Association
Challenge Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited

River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Au Sable North Branch 

Association 
Eric Bankhead and Connie 

Schrieber 
Dawson-Kure Family 
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
William B. Mershon Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited 
J.A. Woollam Foundation 

Sustainers $500-999
Thomas Buhr 
Capital Region Community 

Foundation
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited 
Frank “Bob” Perrin Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited
Headwaters Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
Joe and Jude Jarecki
Robert and Michaele Malecki 
Metro-West Steelheaders
Hank and Terri Milius
Mark and Pam Rohr
Paul and Carol Rose
Jerry and Fran Rucker
Patrick and Vicki Springstead
Twin Lakes Property Owners 

Association

Special Thanks to Our Agency 
Funders

Michigan Community Service 
Commission

Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

Partners $100-$499
Anonymous (2) 
Gil and Brenda Archambo
Dick and Marilyn Augustine
Cheboygan County
Crawford County
John Dallas
Glen and Martha Eberly
Ferguson-Tank Christmas 

Donation

Flygirls of Michigan, Inc.
Jim and Linda Gregart, Big Paw 

Wildlife Conservancy
Jon Griffin
Don Inman and Virginia Pierce
Iosco County
Mike Mathieu
Rick and Anne Meeks
Montmorency County
Montmorency County 

Conservation Club
Ogemaw County
Oscoda County 
Keith and Wendy Petherick 
Paul and Lisa Pietrzak
Presque Isle Conservation District 
Presque Isle County
Roger Rasmussen 
Roscommon County
Roscommon County Community 

Foundation
Nathaniel Rowe
Colman and Gloria Sanders 
Dan and Jeanne Stock 
David Stolle
Robert and Mary Tarkowski
Van Etten Lake Association 
Rick and Carol Vidrio
John and Mary Wylie

Supporters
Andrea Ania 
Anonymous (4)
Kathryn Bezotte
David and Kathleen Boyd
Otto and Darlene Brantley
Don Brown 
Jeffrey Busto
Warren Cales 
John and Marjorie Cook
Broderick and Michelle Donaldson 
Dennis and Teresa Elsholz 

Pauline Farmer 
Seymour and Carol Finkel 
Joe Florka 
John and Wendy Frye 
Robert and Karla Grant
Eleanore Haight
Mark and Valerie Hendricks
Frank Hinzmann 
Bill Hultz 
Jim Jarecki 
Dan and Linda Jennings 
Bob Linsenman 
David and Julianne Lockwood
Charles Lyon 
Randy Mateer 
Robert Mawn 
Leonard Mazur
Greg and Diana McComas
Joseph McLeod 
Michigan Trail Riders Association 
William Middleton
Scott and Sue Mires
Charles and Judith Mott 
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut 
Robert and Christa Nicholson 
Thomas and Rosemary Oakey 
Tim and Kelly Omell
William and Eileen Palmer 
Dick Pastula 
J. Michael Phelps 
Don and Sis Pierce 
John and Armella Pierce 
Chris Rayner
Chris Savona 
Bob Schaible 
Jim Schrot 
Bill and Denise Semion
Joan Shively 
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt Smith 
Joe Stevens
Daniel and Jeanne Stock 
Richard and Judy Walle

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project 
contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.  



A Season for Volunteering
Our 11-county volunteer program kicked off the field season with a 
lake stewardship event on East Twin Lake in Lewiston, MI. In addition 
to learning about erosion control and greenbelts from our expert 
staff, participants received a t-shirt, native plant, and lunch. 

Join in the fun at one of our upcoming events—limited space is filling fast. Each 
event has a different focus and level of physical effort. Or, if you’re looking for a more 
individual experience, fill out our volunteer profile form (available online or through 
mail upon request) and we’ll contact you when we have a project that fits your 
interests.  Contact Jill at (989) 344-0753 ext. 21 or jill@huronpines.org to learn more. 

Upcoming Volunteer Events
May 29 – Crawford County – Manistee River Monitoring
Simply by collecting and identifying the bugs that live in the water, volunteers have 
the ability to determine the water’s quality, and will do so at several locations in the 
Manistee River watershed.  

June 10 – Presque Isle County – Silver Creek
Major reconstruction of road/stream crossings on Silver Creek begins this summer 
to restore fish passage and reduce the sediment pollution coming from the roadway.  
Join Huron Pines staff and local volunteers to get in the water and monitor the condi-
tion of Silver Creek.  

June 26 – Otsego County – North Branch Ford Fix-Up
The Ford crossing, on the North Branch Au Sable, was once a serious source of sedi-
ment to a river already dealing with too much sand.  Closed in 2001, “the Ford” is 
ready for the next phase of stream restoration.  

July 9 – Cheboygan County – Pigeon River Habitat Initiative
Private lands surrounding the Pigeon River Country State Forest serve as important 
corridors for wildlife and provide quality habitat. Help us broaden these corridors 
through plantings for wildlife, creation of nesting habitat, and forest opening en-
hancements. 

July 24 – Oscoda County – Van Luven Rd Erosion Site
In 2008, the Claybanks erosion site was targeted for stabilization on the Mio stretch 
of the Au Sable river, known locally as the “big water.”  Now a similar erosion site just 
upstream is in need of fixing.

Thank You Sponsors!
Our volunteer program could not be a success without help from 

local businesses and civic groups. Our first event was held at the 
Lewiston Lions Club Pavilion and the Lions and Lionesses Clubs 

provided cookies, coffee and lunch for the event. Other sponsors 
included the Montmorency Conservation District and the Mont-
morency County Conservation Club along with the Twin Lakes 
Property Owners Association. 

To become a sponsor for any of our events, contact Jill at (989) 
344-0753 ext. 21 or jill@huronpines.org to learn more.
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Huron PinesTh
e

Volunteer    Program 2010

At left, a volun-
teer from Tawas City 

learns how to perform a 
streambank erosion inventory on 
the Tawas River with the help of 
River Restoration Project Man-
ager Patrick Ertel and Program 

Director Lisha Ramsdell (not 
pictured). 
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Huron Pines 
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
Fax: (989) 348-7945

E-mail: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org

Executive Board
Connie Schrieber, Chair

Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman 
Paul Rose, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary

Ned Caveney
Roger Rasmussen

Bruce Reetz
Kris Sorgenfrei

Tom Young

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff
Lisha Ramsdell,  

Program Director

Patrick Ertel,  
Restoration Project Manager

Rachel Koleda, 
Invasive Species SWAT Crew 

Leader

Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist

Ken Reed,  
Restoration Crew Leader

Casey Ressl,  
AmeriCorps Coordinator

Susan La Vanture,  
Staff Accountant

Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant

River Restoration Crew: 
Kyle Kennedy 
Paul Martin

Board and Staff

The Invasive Species SWAT Team

Huron Pines is ratcheting up the fight against invasive species. 
Our SWAT Team is in place and will be spending time fighting 
phragmites, purple loosestrife and buckthorn this summer. Led 
by crew leader Rachel Koleda, AmeriCorps members Kristen 
Kozak, Greg McClure, and Philip Prentice will be inventorying 
and treating invasives in Northeast Michigan. 

Rachel (top) comes to us from Williamston, MI, and graduated 
from Northern Michigan University with a degree in biology.

Kristen (bottom right) is from Vashon, WA, and attended 
California Technical University in Pasadena, CA.

Greg (bottom middle), from Holt, MI,  is a graduate of Lake 
Superior State University, where he studied fisheries and 
wildlife.

Philip (bottom left) has a master’s in environmental science 
from Rutgers University-Newark and joins us from South 
Orange, NJ. 

Welcome, SWAT Team!

Special Thanks

Thanks to the Ogemaw and Oscoda 
Conservation Districts for donating leftover 
trees from their annual tree sales. These 
plants are a great help in our many river 
restoration and habitat improvement 
projects like the Upper Black River erosion 
sites that impact sturgeon habitat.

Thanks to Michigan Fly Fishing Club for 
booth space at the annual Michigan Fly 
Fishing Expo. We also appreciate Jim Morse, 
Jerry and Fran Rucker, and Carol Moncrieff 
Rose for their help promoting Huron Pines 
and organizing people around our river 
model at the Expo. 

2010 Annual Meeting Recap

Our annual meeting, in its 2nd year at the Gaylord Knights 
of Columbus hall, drew visitors from all over our service 
area and Michigan. With presentations by staff, Bob 
Stuber of the U.S. Forest Service, and keynote speaker 
Rebecca Humphries, Director of the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources and Environment, the agenda was 
packed with information about our projects and the 
conservation community in Northeast Michigan. To top 
it off, we debuted our new River Model, which has been 
drawing crowds at events ever since. Check our online 
events calendar to see where it will appear next!

Above, board member Jerry Rucker speaks with 
MFFE attendees about Huron Pines projects.

Photo courtesy Chris Engle, Gaylord Herald Times
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Conservation Is Just One Click Away

 Want Updates On Our Projects?
Our website is now updated weekly with project plans, 
progress and results. In addition to projects, check out 
some of our other free resources:

Events calendar•	
Project photos•	
Watershed management plans•	
Information	on	greenbelts,	dams,	invasive	species,	•	
land management and more

You can also click to support our conservation work or 
to volunteer on a project.  

www.huronpines.org


