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Spring 2007 Update 

 Sediment is considered the number one pollutant in our northern Michigan trout streams. This summer, our project staff is 
coordinating 14 projects that stabilize streambanks and reduce sediment loading to the river. Several sites are large-scale, and 
the treatment will reduce the annual sediment load to some of the region’s best trout water by at least 700 tons.  

 To do even more to reduce sediment loading to streams, we are also working 
with county road commissions to fix 7 road-stream crossings. These projects, all 
of which are in the critical headwater areas of our rivers, will have a huge benefit 
by improving fish passage and preventing an estimated 142 tons of sediment 
from entering coldwater streams. 

 Thanks to support from the Higgins Lake Foundation, this summer we are taking 
the “idea” of shoreline greenbelts to a whole new level. We will be working with 
private landowners to install native plants at 10 more greenbelt sites (following on 
the heels of five sites last year) and promoting lake stewardship through public 
service announcements on TV 7&4 and educational kiosks at 3 public parks that 
receive over 700,000 visitors each year.  

 With a spring installation of two more stormwater treatment units in the City of 
Grayling, we’re also proud to report that ALL of the major city drains now have practices in place that significantly reduce the 
amount of polluted stormwater reaching the Au Sable River.  

These projects would not happen without the support of our members. Thank you for your interest in Huron Pines and your 
dedication to conserving the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan. Stay tuned in to what’s going on; check out 
www.huronpines.org for more conservation news. 
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Huron Pines Service Area 
 

Major Watersheds  
Color-coded 

Higgins Lake Watershed 
• 10 Greenbelts 
• Eurasian watermilfoil sur-

vey 
• Education and outreach 

program 

Huron Pines conserves the forests, 
lakes and streams of Northeast 
Michigan.  

We do it by providing technical 
assistance, obtaining project funds 
and bringing together many differ-
ent partners to complete hands-on 
projects.  

Ocqueoc Watershed 
• Streambank erosion  

control site 

 

Thunder Bay Watershed 
• 6 road-stream crossing 

sites 

Huron Pines Projects for Summer 2007 

Manistee Watershed 
• Complete watershed man-

agement plan 

Au Sable Watershed 
• Grayling rain garden enhance-

ments 
• Installation of 2 Vortechnic units 
• Claybanks restoration 
• North Branch Watershed Plan 
• 2 East Branch erosion sites 
• 4 lower Au Sable erosion sites 
• Restoration crew—instream 

improvements 
• 1 road-stream crossing 

 Rifle-Au Gres Watershed
• Watershed assessment 
• Water resource  

workshops 

Pine River-Van Etten Lake Watershed
• Watershed Management Plan 

Coastal Areas 
• Rogers City Stormwater 
• Coastal Mapping 

Cheboygan Watershed 
• Myers Creek restoration  

project 
• 3 sites to improve sturgeon 

spawning habitat 
• Pigeon River Habitat Initiative 



Resource Advisory Group Approves New Projects 

Our technical committee has evaluated and recommended 
several new projects over the past few months. This group of 
resource professionals helps us look at our 4 million acre 
service area to ensure that we are always working on the 
best projects possible.  
 
As projects are considered by our Resource Advisory Group, 
their recommendations are reviewed by the Huron Pines 
Board and, if approved, coordinated by staff. If you have a 
project idea, contact Huron Pines staff to submit it for review. 

Upcoming Projects 

Thanks Again to Our  
Technical Committee Members  

 
 Dave Borgeson (MDNR Fisheries) 
 Steve Sendek (MDNR Fisheries) 
 Heather Rawlings (US Fish and Wildlife Service)  
 Rick Shoemaker (MDEQ Surface Water Quality)  
 Jeff Silagy (MDEQ Land and Water Management)  
 John Walters (Trout Unlimited) 
 Aaron Lauster (NRCS)  
 Roger Rasmussen (retired forester) 

Higgins Lake Shoreline Stewardship Program to  
Continue through 2007 

As activities on and around Higgins Lake gear up for the summer 
season, the Higgins Lake Foundation and Huron Pines have formed a 
partnership to continue the effort to protect the water quality of the lake. 
In addition to invasive species, nutrients (such as nitrogen and 
phosphorus) and other pollutants run into the lake from lawn fertilization, 
construction, road traffic and other activities, causing an overall 
reduction in water quality. 

This year, the Higgins Lake Shoreline Stewardship Program will address 
the water quality problem by encouraging landowners to actively 
participate in improving the quality of their lake. Any interested shoreline 
landowner can apply to become a Higgins Lake Steward after meeting 
the following criteria on their property: presence of a native greenbelt, 
absence of erosion, proper septic maintenance and restricted fertilizer/
pesticide use. In addition to the many benefits of better stewardship on 
their lake, property owners who exhibit excellent stewardship practices 
will be awarded a sign celebrating their commitment. 

Through funding from the Higgins Lake Foundation, Huron Pines will 
have a staff person available to consult with individual landowners 
on what they can do to improve their shoreline stewardship, 
including installing native greenbelts on their property. In addition, 
the Foundation is providing matching funds up to $1,000 per 
landowner for the cost of native plants and greenbelt installation.  

Greenbelting is landscaping with native plants to create an 
aesthetically pleasing buffer zone on the shoreline. Benefits of 

greenbelts include erosion control, privacy, pollution absorption, low 
maintenance, wildlife habitat (while deterring Canada geese) and a 
beautiful frame for your view of the lake.  

For more information on installing a greenbelt or becoming a part of the 
Higgins Lake Stewardship program, visit www.huronpines.org. Applications 
are available online, at the Crawford-Roscommon Conservation District 
and at the Higgins Lake Foundation Office. Or, contact Huron Pines at 
(989) 344-0753.  
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Shoreline Stewardship Program 
Highlights 

 A greenbelt cost-share program for 
individual landowners (a match of 50% of 
the cost of plant materials up to $1,000 
per landowner with a limit of $10,000) 
 A shoreline technician to meet with 

property owners to reestablish native 
greenbelts and promote shoreline 
stewardship 
 A Eurasian watermilfoil survey 
 Public Service Announcements on TV 7&4 
 Two new educational kiosks for North 

State Park and West Boat Launch 

Want to learn more 
about greenbelts? 
Check out our website: 
www.huronpines.org. 



Take Action 
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Interested in the Management of State Forestlands?  

Management of state lands—for recreation, wildlife and timber—is a 
topic near and dear to everyone who enjoys northern Michigan. 
We’re in a unique role at Huron Pines in that we work closely with 
both private landowners and the foresters who work for the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Forestlands owned by 
the state are divided into management units, or compartments. The 
state holds annual open houses for each management unit; these 
are excellent opportunities for the public to meet with resource 
professionals to discuss and review resource management plans 
before they are implemented.  

Before implementing a management plan, the state goes through a 
four-step process. They begin by using aerial photographs, land 
surveys and other site-specific information. Foresters visit, record 
biological data and map all of the state-owned land in the 
compartment. Based on this information, the foresters make initial 
recommendations for treatments including clear cutting, selective 
thinning, prescribed fires, tree planting or no treatment at all. Following that step, the recommendations are reviewed internally by 
DNR staff from many disciplines. The management recommendations are then made public (two years in advance) through the 
annual open house, a day-long opportunity for the public to stop in and provide input. The final plan is formally presented in what’s 
called a compartment review.  

Because the open house is a good time for the public to make suggestions to the DNR, we are printing the open house schedule 
for forest management units within our service area. We encourage anyone interested to participate. To find out more about forest 
management units and compartment reviews, go to the DNR website at www.michigan.gov/dnr and click on the link to “Forests, 
Land & Water” and then “Forest Management and Planning.” 

 

 

At Huron Pines, we are working to protect the forests of 
northern Michigan by working directly with private landowners 
to create site-specific plans. Our services include meetings 
with landowners to discuss their management goals, walking 
the property and looking at aerial photos and soils information 
to identify key resources, creating site maps highlighting key 
features, and developing final plans with recommendations for 
using conservation tools to improve the land for the benefit of 
wildlife, the forests, and water quality. 

  

Forest Management Unit Date Time Location Phone 
Gaylord North 6/5/07 3:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Indian River Field Office, 6984 Wilson, Indian River 989-732-3541 

Gaylord South 6/6/07 3:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Gaylord Field Office, 1732 W. M-32, Gaylord 989-732-3541 

Pigeon River 7/18/07 3:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Pigeon River Country Office, 9966 Twin Lakes 
Road, Vanderbilt 989-983-4101 

Atlanta 9/27/07 1:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Atlanta Field Office, 13501 M-33, Atlanta 989-785-4251 
Grayling 10/9/07 1:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Grayling Field Office, 1955 N. I-75 BL, Grayling 989-732-3541 

Roscommon 10/10/07 3:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Roscommon Field Office, 8717 N. Roscommon 
Road, Roscommon 989-275-4622 

TC Kalkaska 11/29/07 3:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m. Kalkaska Office, 2089 N. Birch Street, Kalkaska 231-922-5280 
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Photo of 
Bill Myers 

A Special Place, A Special Man 

Pigeon River Habitat Initiative 
The Pigeon River Country encompasses nearly 105,000 acres of 
forestland in the heart of northern Michigan. It is home to numerous 
species of wildlife including black bear, bobcat, osprey, elk and eagle. 
All of this wildlife depends on large tracts of land and habitat for 
survival. Privately owned land is an integral part of the Pigeon River 
Country, providing important ecological corridors for wildlife. 

The purpose of the Initiative is to work with private landowners 
bordering on or near the Pigeon River Country State Forest to protect 
the ecological characteristics, diversity of wildlife and water quality of 
the forest. Our Habitat Specialist meets with landowners to discuss 
their personal desires for their property by exploring land conservation 
options, develop management plans and implement techniques that 
will attract wildlife to their property. When landowners become involved 
with hands-on management of their land, they develop a special 
connection and realize the value of being a good steward of the land. 
The combined efforts of private landowners will define the character of 
this entire area for future generations, ensuring they will have an 
opportunity to enjoy this unique area.  

Recently, northern Michigan lost a true outdoorsman whose love for wild areas 
and the Pigeon River Country affected the lives of everyone around him. As 
William L. Myers, Jr., explained about his dad, “he always spent time with me 
and my two sisters. He did all the normal dad functions, but made an extra effort 
to get us outdoors. I remember ice fishing, lake fishing, camping, shooting and 
canoeing, kayaking, Scouts and cross-country road trips. My dad was never 
really a hunter, I’d say just an outdoorsman, but he was more than just that. He 
was a loving and caring father and grandfather. His professional success 
allowed him access to touch the lives of many people. He was humble, 
unpretentious and had a truly remarkable gift for being kind and open to 
everyone he came into contact with.” 

That kindness is why William L. Myers, Sr., has been memorialized by so many 
of his friends with gifts to the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative (see page 6) when 
he passed on February 24, 2007. “At his wake I was amazed and proud to hear 
how many people said that my dad touched their lives, how he made them 
become a better person, that he was their hero.“ 

It was those moments shared by father and son at the Pigeon River property, which had 
been in their family since 1944, that inspired Bill, Jr. to memorialize his father by requesting 
donations to the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative. Bill, Jr.’s first exposure was back in the late 
70s when, for a few years, his family would spend 3-4 days at the cabin in the winter. They 
would pack in with their gear—snow was deep back then—and would cross country ski in 
the Pigeon River Forest on the trails. “I remember always crying when it came time to leave.”  

Once, after he finished school and started working, he was heading home from the U.P. 
and decided to stop at the cabin. It was that trip that really changed everything for Bill, Jr., 
and his dad regarding the property, which had been neglected for years. Over the last 
10-11 years, they spent many weekends at the property, where they made improvements 
including the planting of food plots and the development of a Forest Stewardship Plan. 
“Always ending with a ‘Big Bill Bear Hug,’ the weekends with my father at the Pigeon River 
property are among my most cherished memories and will be forever missed,” Bill, Jr. says. 

Time spent outdoors with family endears us to these special places. As we begin to realize that time does not stand still and the 
great outdoors is subject to the pressures that man places upon it, we can be motivated to become better stewards of the land. The 
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative is intended to preserve the character of this area, the largest block of contiguous undeveloped land in 
the Lower Peninsula, through voluntary land management practices that will maintain the wildlife corridors and prevent excessive 
parcellization as northern Michigan grows. To learn more about the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative, see our website, 
www.huronpines.org.  

William L. Myers (Bill) and Casey 

Photo courtesy of Robert Walters 

“I believe that it is critical  
today to help preserve areas like 
the Pigeon River for our kids 
and grandkids. I’d like another  
family to experience some of 
the fun that my dad and I have 
enjoyed and build their own  
special bonds in the outdoors.”  
-Bill Myers, Jr. 



Americana Foundation 
Anonymous 

Blue Water Realty Company 
Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan 

Crawford County 
Hammond Bay Area Anglers Association 

Holly Jennings 
Kiwanis Club of Onaway 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Michigan Forest Resource Alliance 

Michigan Fly Fishing Club 
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly 

Northeast Michigan Council of Governments 
Onaway Community Federal Credit Union 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
Dan and Jeanne Stock 

Upper Au Sable River Preservation Association 

2007 Members January 1–April 23 
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River Patrons $1,000-$2,499 
Wolverine Power Cooperative 
 
Sustainers $500-$999 
Dawson Kure Family 
Mark and Pam Rohr 
 
Partners $100-$499 
Alpena County 
Anchor Creek Elk Ranch,  
 Jan and Jack Matthias, Spencer James 
Cheboygan County 
Beach and Marianne Hall 
Hammond Bay Area Anglers Association 
Honig Family RSJE 
Iosco County 
Arthur and Helen Kerle 
Gary and Linda Kesler 
William and Marietta Kusey 
Rick and Anne Meeks 
Mohican Fly Fishers of Ohio 
Montmorency County 
Presque Isle County 

Colman and Gloria Sanders 
Allan and JoAnn Smith 
Robert Smith 
John Winder 
 
Supporters $50-$99 
Kathryn Bangs 
Richard and Marilyn Bachelor 
Otto and Darlene Brantley 
Don and Kathy Burkley 
John and Marjorie Cook 
Mark and Mary Cyccone 
Dennis and Teresa Elsholz 
Jim and Sue Francis 
Robert and Karla Grant 
Gary and Marianne Griffith 
Thomas and Barbara Harkleroad 
Holly Jennings 
Lake Ogemaw Marina 
Paul Mesack 
Scott and Sue Mires 
Gordon and Vernie Nethercut 
Bruce and Debra Pregler 

George and Jeanette Roe 
Township of Roscommon 
William and Janet Ross 
Jerry Smith and Linda Arlt-Smith 
 
Other Contributors  
Jack Hipchen and Lois Cumming 
Gerald and Bonnie Dueweke 
Jeanette Freyburger 
Homer and Wanda Hilner 
George and Jeanette Jenkins 
Susan Malski 
Alfred and Janice Michelini 
Charles and Judith Mott 
Arlene Rockwell 
Jon and Wendy Russell 
Richard and Judith Walle 
 
Membership Memorials 
Patrick and Judith Benson  
 in memory of Thomas Worley 

Thank you so much to the people who make our hands-on conservation programs possible—our members. The supporters on 
this page allow our organization to do much of the important work to conserve Northeast Michigan’s forests, lakes and streams. 

Contributions to the Pigeon River Habitat Initiative 
In Memory of William (Bill) Myers, Sr. 

Dart Container Corporation-Mason, MI—$10,000 

Michael and Christine Accavitti 
Anonymous 
Michael and Jessica Argyle 
Paul and Judith Arnold 
James and Stephanie Bartschi 
Daniel and Mary Jo Calkins 
John and Joanne Carter 
John Darras 
Dart Container Corporation,  
 Legal Department-Mason, MI 
Dart Container Corporation- 
 Tumwater, WA 
Dart Properties’ Accounting Staff- 
 Mason, MI 
Marilyn Ellena 
Mark and Katerina Emmons 
Chuck and Fern Featherly 
Frederic and Margaret Forrester 
Stanley and Margaretta Freburg 
James and Georgia Hayden 
Helicon Therapeutics, Inc. 
Thomas and Barbara Hranilovich 
James and Diane Johns 
Andrew Kern 
James and Rosanne Klunzinger 

John and Marlene Kress 
Ledy Design Group, Inc. 
Patricia Ligman 
Viola H. Ligman 
Ralph and Judith MacKenzie 
MPT Lansing, LLC 
Magna Powertrain-MPT Troy 
Judy and Joe Manson 
Daniel and Patricia McCarthy 
Terry Miller 
John and Linda Murray 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pendergast 
James and Jane Phelan 
John and Maureen Phillips 
M. Suzanne Rupp 
Jane and James Salus 
Mark and Julie Sawchuk 
Nicole Schmetter, Brianna Slocum  
 and Jesse Slocum 
Doug and Beth Starkweather 
Arlene and Edmund Stawiarski 
Frances Tourtellot 
Christine and Michael Waltz 
Cheryl Werner 

Project Supporters 

Contributions can be made through our website: 
www.huronpines.org 



Huron Pines  
501 Norway Street 
Grayling, MI 49738 

 
Phone: (989) 344-0753 
Fax: (989) 348-7945 

Email: info@huronpines.org 
Website: www.huronpines.org 

Serving Northeast Michigan 
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USFS Fisheries Biologist Receives the Huron Pines Award 

The Huron Pines Award is 
presented annually to the volunteer 
or partner who best represents 
what our organization is all about—
working with many partners to 
implement projects that improve 
the land and water resources of 
Northeast Michigan. This year’s 
award was presented to Holly 
Jennings, a fisheries biologist with 
the USDA Forest Service, at our 
Annual Meeting February 3rd. Holly 
recently accepted a promotion with 
USFS and has moved up to the 
western U.P. She’ll be greatly 
missed in our area—through the 
past decade she has been 
instrumental in the effort to 
improve the Au Sable River 
through the Large Woody Debris 
project and soil erosion control 
efforts, as well as improving water 
quality in the Pine River Van Etten 
Lake Watershed. From helping 
Huron Pines staff to the less 
glamorous work of participating on 
committees, Holly has been a key 
reason why so much good 
conservation work has been 
implemented in our region.  

Past Recipients of  
the Huron Pines Award  

2006 Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
2005 Linda Klemens, Fletcher Pond Improvement 

Committee 
2004 Ken Dennings, Higgins Lake Eurasian 

watermilfoil control project 
2003 Steve Southard, Grayling Stormwater Committee 
2002 Au Sable North Branch Association 
2001 Community Foundation for Northeast Michigan 
2000 Otsego County Road Commission 
1999 Evergreen Recycling 
1998 George W. Mason Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
1997 Anglers of the Au Sable 
1996 Montmorency County Conservation Club 
1995 Howard Haselschwardt, Northwest Design Group 
1994 Montmorency Conservation District 
1993 Challenge Chapter of Trout Unlimited 

Executive Board 
Paul Rose  
 Chairman 
Roger Frye  
 Vice Chairman  
Connie Schrieber  
 Treasurer 
Kris Sorgenfrei  
 Secretary 
Heidi Fetz 
Roger Rasmussen 
Bruce Reetz  
Jerry Rucker 
Vicki Springstead 
John Walters   
 
Executive Director 
Brad Jensen 
 
Staff 
Patrick Ertel 
 Restoration Project Manager 
Susan La Vanture 
 Accountant 
Jennifer Muladore 
 Ecologist 
Eric Nelson 
 Habitat Specialist 
Lisha Ramsdell 
 Watershed Project Manager 
Ken Reed 
 Restoration Crew Leader 
Jill Scarzo 
 Program Assistant 
Dan Sikarskie 
 Forester 

Want to learn more about rain gardens or greenbelts? 
Ask our new staff ecologist, Jennifer Muladore. 
Jennifer comes to us from the Ann Arbor area, where 
she completed a Masters degree in conservation 
biology from the University of Michigan School of 
Natural Resources & Environment in 2006. As part of 
her degree, she wrote a conservation plan 
encompassing the Grayling area for The Nature 
Conservancy. 

This year at Huron Pines, Jennifer will be heading up 
the rain garden enhancements in Grayling and the 

Higgins Lake Greenbelt Project, as well as assisting on many other projects. 
Contact her at Jennifer@huronpines.org or (989) 344-0753 ext. 30. 
Welcome! 

Have a question about native plants?  

Holly Jennings receives the Huron Pines Award from 
Executive Director Brad Jensen. 
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Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency, Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle and Roscommon counties. 

On the River 

This summer, Huron Pines is once again employing its river 
crew to handle projects that improve the quality of many of 
Michigan’s best trout streams. The crew is working to improve 
stream habitat by placing natural structures in the river and 
also by implementing erosion control practices at pollution 
sites identified in watershed studies.  
 
Large Woody Debris (LWD) is an integral component of a 
healthy aquatic ecosystem. LWD provides habitat diversity, 
cover for fish, and habitat for invertebrates, reptiles and other 
components of the aquatic food chain. It also adds nutrients to 
the river system and can help protect streambanks. While it 
was once common in most streams, the logging era and land 
use practices have denuded many streams of LWD. 
 
Controlling erosion, and thereby reducing excessive sediment 
loading, is another key component of the river crew’s work. 
Sediment is recognized as the number one pollutant in many 
of our area’s streams.  
 
In 2007 the crew will be working on erosion control projects throughout many of the major watersheds in our service area. Look 
for them also placing Large Woody Debris down below Grayling on the Main Branch Au Sable, as well as on upper sections of 
the North Branch Au Sable.  
 
While state funding has been put on hold for this important program, key sponsors that have helped continue the work each year 
include the Michigan Fly Fishing Club, the Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Upper Au Sable River Preservation 
Association and the Au Sable North Branch Area Association. If you have an interest in the river restoration program, please 
consider making a contribution to this effort. The river restoration program is funded almost entirely through nongovernmental 
support. 
 
For a detailed report of last season’s crew work, visit www.huronpines.org. 


