Huron Pines
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Celebrating the many volunteers
who make it possible for Huron
Pines to conserve the forests, lakes
and streams of Northeast Michigan.
Below: Volunteer Joe Jarecki (left)
discusses forest management
options with a landowner.
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The Volunteer Issue
I’m pleased to present this newsletter to you because it highlights one of the things
we have in abundance here in the northeastern half of the Lower Peninsula: Skilled,
talented, and highly dedicated volunteers.

Volunteer
Spotlight

Look for the spotlight to read
about how volunteers have gone
above and beyond to forward our
mission of conserving the forests,
lakes and streams of Northeast
Michigan.

The great danger in doing a newsletter with this theme is that we just don’t have
room to highlight everyone we’d like. And we know that there are many other
effective conservation programs in our area where volunteers are playing a key role.
Nevertheless, we wanted to share a few of the stories from volunteer efforts we
see every day on the projects that Huron Pines is doing. These help explain why our
organization has been able to have an impact on the protection, restoration and
improvement of our forests, lakes and streams for the past 36 years. And with the
increasing involvement of volunteers, it’s why we expect to have an even greater
impact in the next three decades.
If you’re not already, I’d like to encourage you to get involved with conservation
projects. On page 9 we highlight some of the volunteer events we’re featuring
in 2010. Come on out—it’s a great way to make a difference and meet some
incredible people. And, while volunteers are typically our most abundant resource
to make these projects go, funding is our limiting factor for getting more work
completed. Funding for project materials, permits, for staff to do the project plans
and coordination, and for contractors to help with some of the larger project
undertakings—it’s all part of the hands-on conservation work that we do. We
appreciate all of your past support and ask that you continue to support Huron Pines.
-Brad Jensen, Executive Director

Huron Pines Resource Advisory Group: Our Project Foundation

We are frequently asked how we start our projects. In addition to tailoring
project ideas to specific funding sources, we have a group of dedicated resource
professionals who volunteer their time to review both internal and external project
proposals to help us make sure that the best work gets done to benefit our natural
resources.
These volunteers provide a depth of experience that spans decades; with
backgrounds in water quality, forestry, fisheries, wildlife and more, they are able to
address all aspects of a project and develop solutions that will work for all of the
involved stakeholders.
If you have a project idea that you’d like the group to consider, submit it by sending
in the project form on our website (http://www.huronpines.org/project/82). Partner
groups that have project proposals can also contact Brad Jensen at (989) 344-0753
ext. 18 or brad@huronpines.org.

Huron Pines and the RC&D Program

2

Huron Pines is a member of the nationwide RC&D Program (Resource Conservation &
Development), which affords us a close working relationship with the USDA-Natural
Resources Conservation Service. For our organization, this means that we have extra
technical help available in the areas of surveying, mapping, engineering, wildlife
management, and soils—expertise that is used to further enhance our projects and
allows us to do more than we otherwise could accomplish. For Huron Pines, we’re
pleased to have help from Perry Smeltzer, RC&D liaison; Andrea Paladino, Engineer;
and Steve Rodock, Soil Scientist, allocated by NRCS to help with our programs. For
more information on the RC&D Program and opportunities to benefit from it in other
regions, please visit www.nrcs.usda.gov and click on Programs or contact our office.

Large Woody Debris
River Restoration News

The Au Sable River is more than 2,300 steps closer to a completely
restored trout fishery. To date, the crew has exceeded the goal of 2,300
trees in the mainstream Au Sable under a Michigan Department of Natural Resources grant. They used chainsaws and a winch to place trees along the riverbanks at crucial sites where either habitat had been lost due to tree removal during
early 1900s logging practices or where erosion control was needed.
The Large Woody Debris (LWD) project received help from multiple volunteer groups,
including The Illinois Council of Trout Unlimited Youth Conservation and Fly Fishing School, the River Conservation and Fishing Camp sponsored by the Kalamazoo
Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited, Challenge Chapter of TU, Duncan Clark from the
Shenango River Watchers (PA), and Huron Pines AmeriCorps. Volunteers of all ages
added trees to the river and learned about the many benefits for our rivers that LWD
provides.
Greg Prosen, Director of the Youth Conservation School, stated in a letter that the fish
they saw during their work “brings to them wide eyed amazement and a real time appreciation for the value and need of woody debris habitat in the Au Sable watershed.”
Helicopter work was completed in September upstream of Alcona Pond on USDA
Forest Service land. Although work for this season is winding down, the crew will be
placing trees in the South Branch Au Sable (thanks to funding from Anglers of the
Au Sable and ORVIS) as long as weather permits and will move on to the East Branch
in 2010. Look for more updates and opportunities to get involved at
www.huronpines.org.

Volunteer Spotlight:
Pam Rohr

Pam Rohr (shown at right in the midst of an
LWD project) of Birmingham, MI, is a tireless river
volunteer for Huron Pines. She and her husband Mark
have a home on the mainstream Au Sable downstream from
the South Branch and love to hunt, fish and travel.
Over the years, Pam has volunteered frequently, sometimes
needing more work to do than we can assign. She has helped on
streambank erosion control projects, helicopter LWD, river cleanups, North Branch activities and more. She also took the lead on
organizing the fundraiser “Leaky Waders 1k Run” in Lovells. She
is always ready to work and hard to keep up with when she
is turned loose on a project. Volunteers like Pam help us
provide better service to the communities we reach and
give a face to the group of people that champion our
projects. Thanks, Pam!
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Invasive Species
Cleaning Up Our Shoreline

In 2009, the Huron Pines Invasive Species Program got underway with
the Campaign to End Phragmites. Organized by AmeriCorps member
Tim Engelhardt, the Campaign focused on the Lake Huron shoreline in
Iosco and Alcona counties. Early detection and rapid response to this growing problem
is imperative, especially on private lands that aren’t currently being managed. Private
landowners were offered a cost-share opportunity to help offset the costs of removing
invasive phragmites, a tall grass that is threatening shorelines and wetlands throughout
the state.
So far, volunteers have treated four properties near Greenbush and Oscoda and have
two more projects on the calendar for this fall, bringing the total length of shoreline
restored to over 1,000 feet. Because phragmites is so hardy, it is necessary to use
herbicides for complete eradication. With the supervision of Huron Pines staff,
volunteers have learned how to “hand-swipe” plants with a dyed herbicide mixture,
					
reducing spills and contact with native plants,
					
animals and the water. (Note: a DEQ permit is
					
required for this process
Volunteers have also made a difference with early
detection of invasives—local residents and interest
groups have attended trainings and begun monitoring
phragmites in their area as well as recruited their
friends and neighbors to join the program for next
year. Volunteer Peggy Ridgway has spearheaded
this effort through her connections with the
Michigan Audubon Society, recruiting volunteers and
landowners interested in keeping the shorelines native
for the many migrating birds that come through the
area each year.
Look for more presentations, trainings
and phragmites treatments in the
Volunteer
next year. With Tim moving
Spotlight: Paul Bruce
on, staff ecologist Jennifer
Paul Bruce, of Oscoda, MI (shown at left handMuladore will be continuing
swiping herbicide onto invasive phragmites), has
his progress. Contact her
been a huge part of our new Invasive Species Program.
at jennifer@huronpines.
From recruiting training attendees and volunteers to
org with questions or
visiting landowners and organizing projects, Paul is our local
to join the effort. And,
eyes-and-ears for keeping track of phragmites on the Lake
look for the Huron Pines
Huron coast. Recently, he volunteered his time to help Huron
AmeriCorps Invasive
Pines kill phragmites on four private properties in Alcona County,
Species SWAT team next
and is helping to line up more for our cost-share program for
summer
as they continue
next year.
the campaign to end
phragmites.
Paul is president of the Indian Mission Conservation Club
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and launched the Protect Our Parks Initiative to help
keep Negwegon and Thompson’s Harbor State
Parks (located on the Lake Huron coastline)
undeveloped. He has long been a
supporter and partner of Huron
Pines.

Conservation First Responder
Volunteers Leading Volunteers

The inaugural year of the Conservation First Responder Program was
a great success: organized by Huron Pines AmeriCorps member Chris
Homeister (at right, with a homeowner on Higgins Lake), 12 volunteer
First Responders visited 43 properties in 10 counties, enrolling 3,380 acres of land in
the program. In total, these resource professionals gave 131 hours of their time to
help private landowners answer management questions about their land. Their efforts
led to several food plots planted in our region, timber harvest plans for the coming
years, and one shoreline greenbelt installed this year at Higgins Lake. The knowledge
and experience that the First Responders bring to site visits is immense, and much
appreciated by the landowners:
“My favorite part of the program was talking to a natural resource professional
face to face instead of a recording, and my first responder was very educational and
responsive.”
—Jackie Rickard, Houghton Lake
“My first responder gave me the peace of mind that my property is in good shape for a
variety of wildlife.”
—Charlie Strahm, Crawford County
“I’m glad to learn about all the different resources Huron Pines has to offer and my first
responder was very informative and friendly.”
—Kristin Benghauser, Alcona County
“I’m very grateful that someone could come out and look at my land and offer some
ideas on how to prevent erosion on my shoreline.”
—Janice Sawyer, Higgins Lake
“My first responders were very informative on the topic of
river erosion, they were helpful in explaining different
ways to protect our riverbank.”
—Kathleen Kenny, Roscommon County
“I appreciate the time my first responders took in
reviewing my property. They were very helpful.”
—Wayne Elowsky, Alpena County
Huron Pines will be offering the program again
in 2010—look for updates coming soon.

Visit www.huronpines.org
for project updates and photos.

Volunteer Spotlight:
First Responders

All of our Conservation First Responders made
a huge impact, so they all deserve special thanks. In
addition to volunteering their time and vehicles visiting
landowners, they also attended trainings and provided
input about how to better organize the program. Our network
of volunteers gave their time to provide free advice and on-site
technical assistance to private landowners. Thank you, volunteers!
Ned Caveney
Joe Jarecki
David Nadolsky
Jerry Smith
Craig Cotterman
Roger Rasmussen
Carol Rose
Chrissy Cannon
Steve Rodock
Patrick Jacque
Bob Hess
Earl Taylor
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River Monitoring
Watching Rivers Health

To know what types of enhancement work are needed on a river,
we first need to know the condition of the habitat and water quality.
Indicators like nutrient concentrations, woody debris and numbers of
macroinvertebrates (insects that fish eat) tell whether a river is suitable for fish like
trout, which need very specific conditions in order to thrive.
Volunteers are an integral part of every monitoring effort on Northeast Michigan’s
rivers. From individuals to watershed groups to Trout Unlimited chapters, monitoring
projects are happening across our service area from early spring to late fall.
Through the state Michigan Clean Water Corps (MiCorps) program, Huron Pines
received funding to monitor the Pine River system near Oscoda. After successfully
starting that project, we have received funding to expand the program to other rivers
in our service area, starting with the Upper Manistee. Each spring and fall, volunteers
from the Pine River-Van Etten Lake Watershed Coalition and Trout Unlimited go
out and collect macroinvertebrates, identify them and report back to the state to
help give a better picture of the habitat quality in the rivers. Higher numbers of
macroinvertebrate families mean better water quality and more diverse habitat.
Huron Pines AmeriCorps member Kristin Thomas has made huge strides in the
monitoring effort across the state. She has spearheaded Michigan Trout Unlimited’s
volunteer monitoring program by assigning each chapter a river to monitor, organized
trainings and monitoring events and created a volunteer handbook with instructions
for all types of monitoring activities clearly laid out. Kristin’s work has laid the
foundation for Trout Unlimited Chapters to monitor stretches of Michigan Rivers and
share data with Huron Pines to foster projects that further improve water quality.

Volunteer Spotlight:
Gene Stagner

Gene Stagner (shown at left installing a biolog
at a volunteer greenbelt project on Van Etten Lake)
of Oscoda, MI, is one of our super volunteers for several
reasons. In addition to organizing and overseeing the MiCorps
macroinvertebrate monitoring in the Pine River system, Gene
volunteers his time and expertise wherever he’s needed. An avid angler,
he often attends fish habitat improvement projects on the Au Sable River,
showing up with his tools and waders at projects that we haven’t even
asked for volunteers to help!
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Gene works hard to improve his home watershed (the Pine River-Van
Etten Lake Watershed) with the help of Dan Stock, who monitors levels
of the fecal bacteria Escherichia coli throughout the watershed and
organizes the Cooperative Lakes Monitoring Program for Van Etten
Lake. Together, these two local experts have created a valuable
baseline of data that they regularly report to the Coalition
and the state, helping to identify trends in water
quality conditions and keeping an underserved
watershed in the spotlight for future
funding efforts.

Pigeon River Habitat Initiative
Increasing Habitat Through Planning

After developing the four-year strategic plan for the Pigeon River Habitat
Initiative in 2008, four focus areas for the project were addressed in
2009: land use planning, landowner stewardship, land protection and
sustainability.
After presentations to Pigeon River Country area townships and the Otsego and
Cheboygan County Planning Commissions, our project committee was asked to
provide recommendations for the Otsego County master plan. Volunteers helped to
establish a rapport between the PRHI and local units of government by organizing
and conducting presentations, and providing their natural resources expertise in
making planning recommendations.
While the Huron Pines Habitat Specialist conducted site visits, providing land
management expertise and help with wildlife plantings, staff from HeadWaters Land
Conservancy and Little Traverse Conservancy worked to encourage land protection
through easements. In addition, volunteers helped this effort by overseeing the
creation of a GIS (computer mapping) database to help prioritize parcels and target
those landowners who can make the biggest difference in connecting habitat in the
Pigeon River Country buffer lands.
A recent result of this project is the $300,000 in additional funding (over the next
5 years) that has been allocated for the Cheboygan River Watershed from the
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). This money is available for private
landowners through programs such as the Environmental Quality Incentives Program
and the Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program and provides cost-share opportunities
for a wide variety of conservation practices. The success of the PRHI project was
highlighted in the proposal and used to leverage the funding for the area. A key
strategy that will be implemented is to work more closely with NRCS to promote
cost sharing for management plans and forest land enhancement projects. Efforts
are already under way to work with landowners and help initiate forest land
enhancement projects and take advantage of the increased funding opportunities.

Volunteer Spotlight:
Joe Jarecki

Members of the Huron Pines board are often
involved in different staff projects—and Joe Jarecki
has jumped into that role easily. Joe paved the way
for the successful village and township meetings as well
as using his knowledge of the area and forest stewardship
in general to help form the Otsego County master plan
recommendations and PRHI database priorities.
Joe (at right) also is a member of the Huron Pines
Resource Advisory Group and conducted several
site visits for the Conservation First Responder
program. He is a constant resource for forestry
information and a steady source of
innovative project ideas for
Huron Pines.
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Volunteer Partners
Volunteer Spotlight:
Brenda Archambo, Sturgeon For
Tomorrow

Brenda Archambo (at left) is known as a champion for
lake sturgeon. As the leader of Sturgeon For Tomorrow, she
organizes the annual Sturgeon Guard project on the Black River
near Cheboygan, MI, using volunteers to prevent poaching during the
fish’s vulnerable spring spawning time. She also works tirelessly to raise
funds and educate the public on the importance of conservation of this
threatened resource.
Brenda’s connections throughout the conservation community helped
bring together a partnership of government agencies, interest groups
and volunteers in the Huron Pines-led restoration of three erosion sites
that were damaging the Black River and sturgeon spawning sites.
Her work culminated in the joint spring service project with Huron
Pines AmeriCorps that engaged over 60 volunteers in covering
two of the erosion sites with soil, seed, mulch fabric and
plants. Huron Pines staff finished the third of these
sites this fall, but the entire project would never
have come to fruition without Brenda’s
leadership and persistence.

Cedars for the Au Sable

A long-running project to improve river and riparian habitat, Cedars for the Au Sable
is completely “volunteer run.” These volunteers are helping to restore the declining
population of cedars by planting young cedars on riverbanks, where they will provide
shade to help keep the water cool and protection for fish at the river’s edge. Cedars
reproduce slowly and are a favorite treat of deer, making it very hard for cedars to
grow to maturity, so the volunteers also cage the trees until they are large enough to
survive the foraging. After 15 years, the fences can be removed if the cedars are tall
enough to avoid predation.
Led by Howard Johnson and the Au Sable River Property Owners Association, volunteers package kits of cedar seedlings and fencing for landowners to purchase and
plant on their property. In addition, volunteers plant trees in the Mason Tract area of
the Au Sable River between Smith Bridge and Chase Bridge each year.
The project has been funded by multiple Trout Unlimited chapters as well as local
homeowner associations, businesses and foundations. Over the next few years, the
group will be targeting the Upper Manistee River, increasing future fish habitat on
that river as well. For a full listing of funders and information on how to get involved,
visit www.huronpines.org or www.cedarsfortheausable.org.
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Introducing...

The Huron Pines

Your golden opportunity to volunteer.

Huron Pines is trying something new in 2010. We want to use the power of our volunteers to reach every county in
our service area and help our volunteers have a greater impact for conservation. Rather than waiting for people to
contact us with ideas, we’ve chosen 11 volunteer projects that will beneﬁt our 11 Northeast Michigan counties in
diﬀerent ways while letting volunteers experience all the types of conservation projects we oﬀer:

Date
May 15
May 29
June 10
June 26
July 9
July 24
August 2
August 21
September 3
September 15
October 2

Project
AmeriCorps Spring Service Project
Manistee River Monitoring
Silver Creek
North Branch Au Sable Restoration
Pigeon River Habitat Enhancement
Streambank Stabilization
South Branch Au Sable Enhancement
Road/Stream Crossing Tour/Monitoring
Wildlife Habitat Management
Phragmites Treatment
Native Plant Restoration

County
Montmorency
Crawford
Presque Isle
Otsego
Cheboygan
Oscoda
Roscommon
Alcona
Ogemaw
Iosco
Alpena

Want to participate? RSVP as soon as possible to reserve your spot in any or all of the events. Contact Jill at
jill@huronpines.org or (989) 344-0753 ext. 21.
Want to do more? Fill out and return the enclosed Huron Pines Volunteer Form. Knowing what types of projects our
volunteers want to participate in helps us oﬀer special, unique volunteer opportunities to select individuals who
want to do more when the opportunities arise.
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Huron Pines Supporters July 3 to October 6, 2009
Special Thanks to Our Major
Donors for the Past 12
Months
$20,000+
Consumers Energy
DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
$5,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
ORVIS
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Watershed Champions $2,500+
Headwaters Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Mason-Griffith Founders Chapter
of Trout Unlimited
Michigan Fly Fishing Club
River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Au Sable North Branch
Association
Higgins Lake Foundation
Eric Bankhead and Connie
Schrieber
Challenge Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited
Community Foundation for
Northeast Michigan
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout
Unlimited

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project
contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.
Otsego Lake Association
Upper Au Sable River Preservation
Association
William B. Mershon Chapter of
Trout Unlimited
J.A. Woollam Foundation
Sustainers $500-999
Gates Au Sable Lodge-Rusty and
Julie Gates
Daniel and Cheryl Gauthier
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Village of Roscommon
Jerry and Fran Rucker
Patrick and Vicki Springstead
Twin Lakes Property Owners
Association
Special Thanks to Our Agency
Funders
Michigan Community Service
Commission
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
Natural Resources Conservation
Service
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
USDA Forest Service
Partners $100-$499
Pamela Dow and Thomas Williams
Dale Ewart
Jon Griffin
Paul and Linda Groen
Hammond Bay Area Anglers

Association
Jeanette Henig
Houghton Lake Improvement
Board
Gary Hubbard
Donald Inman and Virginia Pierce
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson
Michael Mathieu
Gregory and Diana McComas
Barbara McLennan
Jerry and Ann Nelson
James and Mikel O’Neill
Renee Priest
Colman and Gloria Sanders
Glenn and Nancy Schleicher
Supporters
Bill and Charlotte Adams
Anonymous Donations (3)
William and Debra Anderson
Edward Bozynski
Cross Country Ski Headquarters
Charles and Rene Chlysta
Mark and Mary Cyccone
Roderick and Mary Ann Daane
Thomas and Phyllis Dale
William and Claire Dart
Dennis and Mary DePestel
Benjamin Duby
Gerald and Bonnie Dueweke
David and Patricia Feighan
Scott and Christine Foster
Maria Garcia
Mark and Valerie Hendricks
Hugh Hiller
Homer and Wanda Hilner
Frank Hinzmann

Yes, I want to join Huron Pines in the effort to help conserve the forests, lakes and streams of
Northeast Michigan. Please accept my tax-deductible contribution.

Send this form with
your check to

Huron Pines

501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Name
Address
City
State/Zip			
E-mail

Phone

Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Indian Mission Conservation Club
William and Sheryl Isenstein
Carol Kugler
Michael and Christine Lasher
Leif and Lois Lindblom
Robert and Karen Luetje
Constance MacClaren
Nancy Mellott
Paul Mesack
Alfred and Janice Michelini
William Middleton
Stephen and Sandra Mueller
Axel and Gale Nequist
Robert and Christa Nicholson
Chad and Rachelle Nyitray
Ron Peckens
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning
William and Janet Ross
Joan Shively
Gordon and Theresa Slack
Renee Soultanian
John and Kathleen Squires
Richard Strohkirch
Chesley and Norma Summerville
Andrew Tarkington
Kathleen Trock
Viking Energy of Lincoln
Bryant and Lisa Wade
Blair Webster
Tom and Janet Wessels
Frank and Maureen Yaquinto

In Honor Of
Howard Johnson and his Cedars
for the Au Sable Project
from Nathaniel Rowe
Kip and Wendy Petherick’s 50th
Wedding Anniversary
from Kristin Howland
Jerry Rucker
from John and Shirley Babcock
Jerry Rucker’s efforts to improve
conservation and quality fishing in
Michigan from Gale Frazee

In Memory Of

Floyd Benghauser
from Kristin Benghauser
Please make checks payable to Huron Pines. Credit card payments are accepted online at www.huronpines.org.
Tom Erdmann from Frank Kohl
Choose one:
___ $2500 Watershed Champion
Please do not print my name.
John Madden
from Mrs. Anton Kalbli
My company will match my gift—I’ll send the forms. ___ $1000 River Patron
I am interested in volunteering—please send more ___ $500 Sustainer
Bill Myers
from Daniel and Patricia McCarthy
___ $100 Partner
information.
___ $50 Supporter
In honor of _________________________
John E. Schultz
___ Other $____
In memory of _________________________
from Shirley Schultz
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Board and Staff
Thank You, Huron Pines AmeriCorps Members

In 2009, several new Huron Pines programs were kicked off—none of which would have been
done without the help of our AmeriCorps members. Tim Engelhardt coordinated the new
invasive species program, starting with an inventory of coastal phragmites and a removal
program that covered 6 private properties. Chris Homeister headed up the Conservation First
Responder program, organizing a group of volunteers to help private landowners manage their
land. Dan Schultz made an impact on Roscommon County with the Adopt-A-Forest program and
a stormwater study for the Village of Roscommon. These members have helped Huron Pines
expand its programming and reach new groups of people throughout our service area. Their
service has laid the framework for continuing these successful programs and will be appreciated
for years to come. We wish them and the other 2008-2009 AmeriCorps members the best in the
future!

Huron Pines
501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738

Phone: (989) 344-0753
Fax: (989) 348-7945
E-mail: info@huronpines.org
Website: www.huronpines.org

Executive Board
Connie Schrieber, Chair
Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman
Paul Rose, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary
Ned Caveney
Roger Rasmussen
Bruce Reetz
Kris Sorgenfrei
Tom Young

Volunteer Spotlight: Roger Rasmussen

Huron Pines is happy to announce that Roger Rasmussen,
a longtime Huron Pines Board member, is receiving the
President’s Volunteer Service Award from the Michigan
Community Service Commission.
Roger has been a member of our board since 1988—a retired
Deputy Director from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, he dedicates his time to forestry and natural
resource initiatives. For 12 years, Roger chaired the Michigan
Timber Bridge Initiative, which supports the utilization of
renewable resources (trees) for wood in transportation
infrastructures; held educational workshops; and formed a
partnership that resulted in the construction of more than 30
timber bridges throughout the area. He has been instrumental
in the development of HeadWaters Land Conservancy as well.
From its inception in 1994, Roger has participated in this effort
to save the unique landscapes of Northeast Michigan from
disappearing. He also led the establishment of Beal Plantation
in Grayling, Michigan. Roger was the key person responsible
for negotiating gifts of land from industry to preserve the
remaining acres of a living forest laboratory planted by
Professor Beal of Michigan State University and then forming a
partnership to install trails, signage, benches and a parking lot
for this educational center. Huron Pines is really fortunate to
have Roger’s involvement.

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff

Lisha Ramsdell,
Program Director
Patrick Ertel,
Restoration Project Manager
Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist
Eric Nelson, Habitat Specialist
Ken Reed,
Restoration Crew Leader
Casey Ressl,
AmeriCorps Coordinator
Susan La Vanture,
Staff Accountant
Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant
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Conservation Is Just One Click Away
Want Updates On Our Projects?

Our website is now updated weekly with project plans,
progress and results. In addition to projects, check out
some of our other free resources:
• Events calendar
• Project photos
• Watershed management plans
• Information on greenbelts, dams, invasive species,
land management and more
You can also click to support our conservation work or
to volunteer on a project.

www.huronpines.org
This organization is an equal opportunity provider.
Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental,
501(c)(3) organization serving
Alcona, Alpena, Cheboygan, Crawford, Iosco, Montmorency,
Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, Presque Isle and Roscommon counties.
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501 Norway Street
Grayling, MI 49738
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