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Erosion Control Update 

We’re excited to make our partners aware of the 
updated Great Lakes Better Backroads Guidebook. 
Based on a handbook first developed in Vermont, Huron 
Pines originally published this guide to protecting water 
quality in 2000. We’ve worked with key resource 
management partners to update the manual and are 
reprinting it to meet the requests we receive. For a copy 
of the guidebook, please send $5 to Huron Pines to help 
us defray expenses. It will also be available online by 
the end of September. Funding for the updates and 
publishing was generously provided by the Great Lakes 
Basin Program for Soil Erosion and Sediment 
Control, sponsored by the Great Lakes Commission. 
 
We feel that it’s important to note that, through the 
years, the Great Lakes Basin Program has been one of 
the most important sources of funding to implement 
streambank erosion control projects, develop innovative 
demonstration projects and educate the public about the 
need for soil erosion control. This year, Congress left the 
decision whether to fund the program up to the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. While budgets are 
tight everywhere, Huron Pines strongly believes that this 
program has an impact that makes it too valuable to cut. 
Unfortunately, we have learned that funding for this important program was eliminated for 2007. It clearly takes the 
efforts of more groups and individuals than have participated thus far to campaign for important conservation programs 

like this one. 
 
While this decision certainly impacts all of the Great Lakes 
Region, we also had two important projects in the heart of 
northern Michigan that were impacted. Huron Pines applied 
to the program for two major erosion control projects—the 
famous Claybanks site along the Au Sable River and the 
sites impacting Sturgeon spawning habitat on the Black 
River in Cheboygan County. These important projects, 
recommended by our own resource advisory group, are 
important and, to be sure, expensive. The Black River site, in 
particular, was heavily reliant on support from the Great 
Lakes Basin Program and we had worked with staff to move 
into implementation this summer. With the loss of potential 
support from the Great Lakes Basin Program, we are 
working feverishly on alternative methods of getting these 
important projects done. Fortunately, the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation has awarded a grant for the Black River 
project and several funders, including the US Forest Service, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Michigan Fly Fishing Club and 
the Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited, are supporting the 
work at the Claybanks site. They’re not entirely set yet, but 
we’re hopeful; these projects are just too important to drop.  
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The Claybanks restoration site on the Au Sable River near Mio. 

Huron Pines Restoration Project Manager Patrick Ertel surveys the 
Black River restoration site. 

Cover Photos: All three photos show the same rain garden, on the 

north end of Brink Street in Grayling. Recent Grayling Stormwater 
Project updates are available at www.huronpines.org. This summer, 
Huron Pines was requested to do several out-of-state presentations 
on the successful Grayling Stormwater Project and we were able to 
meet these requests thanks in part to the generous support from the 
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited. 



Alcona Black River Watershed Advisory Council  
The recently formed Alcona Black River Watershed Advisory Council 
(ABRWAC) is committed to protecting their watershed and proved they are 
eager to participate and willing to get a little wet if that’s what it takes. The 
group recently contacted Huron Pines to ask for assistance with becoming 
more involved with the protection of this valuable resource. 
 
Huron Pines submitted a grant to the Community Foundation for Northeast 
Michigan to arrange a road/stream crossing inventory for the Alcona Black 
River. Staff from Huron Pines met with the group one rainy day in May to 
train their volunteers to conduct the inventory. Huron Pines will tabulate the 
information and identify the most critical sites and provide BMPs, or Best 
Management Practices, and cost estimates for the sites that require action. 
All of this information will be assembled into a report for the ABRWAC. 
 

On May 9, Huron Pines Habitat 
Specialist Eric Nelson met with 
the volunteers at the Alcona 
Township Hall, where he gave a 
presentation on what affects water quality and trained them on how to fill out the data 
sheets for the road/stream inventory. Once the session was completed, they got to 
the fun stuff and took the group out to visit a few sites to get their feet wet. Although it 
was raining all morning, the skies cleared long enough to complete their mission for 
the day. The group intends to use the data collected to help reduce polluted runoff 
from the roads in the watershed. 
 
Volunteers will also be involved with a geomorphology stream assessment, which will 
be conducted later this summer. Conceptual designs will also be drafted with 

engineering assistance provided by the Natural Resources Conservation Service. The goal of this project was to increase the 
ABRWAC’s and volunteers’ levels of resource understanding and to help them make better decisions in the future about their 
resource. 

Watershed Protection 
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North Branch Au Sable Watershed Protection Initiative 
The goal of the North Branch protection initiative is to combine some of the 
technical help that Huron Pines can provide with the leadership and support of 
the North Branch Area Association to produce a management plan for the 
river. It’s easy to overlook the fact that the river’s watershed (all of the land 
area that drains to the river) is actually 390 square miles, stretching all the way 
up to Otsego Lake and encompassing parts of four counties and 12 townships. 
To do it right, a watershed management planning process involves all of the 
key stakeholders that have an impact on the future of the river. In addition to 
the North Branch Area Association and Huron Pines, such a group would 
include landowners, local units of government, county road commissions, 
resource agencies, sportsmen groups and many others. The two-year planning 
process that is just getting underway will include periodic meetings with 
interested stakeholders, as well as field inventories, analysis of past data and 
land use information, and estimates of pollutant loading. 
 

The completed management plan will include specific actions needed to maintain the very high water quality of the North Branch. For 
each of those water resource protection activities, the plan will include cost estimates, identify lead organizations for implementing 
each task and identify key milestones so that progress can be measured.  In other watersheds, Huron Pines has seen management 
plans successfully used by different groups as a blueprint for implementing projects. The watershed plans have often helped to better 
target scarce financial and human resources and have been successfully used to leverage funding from foundations and government 
sources from outside the region. This approach has been very successful throughout the Huron Pines service area. 
 

With the long track record that the North Branch Area Association has had in both successfully leading important new projects and 
raising the funding to make them happen, the management plan is an important next step to take in the long-term protection of the 
river. The Association will serve as the key sponsor of this project; updates can also be found at the Huron Pines website, 
www.huronpines.org. 
 

Huron Pines Habitat Specialist Eric Nelson instructs volunteers 
on the basics of road/stream crossings. 



Developing Leaders in Conservation 
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Huron Pines AmeriCorps 
Intro

ducing
 

Great Lakes Aquatic Habitat Network & Fund  
Great Lakes Aquatic Habitat Network & Fund is a nonprofit 
organization assisting grassroots organizations in protecting the 
Great Lakes. An AmeriCorps Member will assist with the 
development and implementation of an Advocate Mentor program, 
linking experienced grassroots advocates with 
new advocates to build leadership, strengthen 
the network and increase the ability of 
grassroots groups to effect change. 

HeadWaters Land Conservancy 
HeadWaters Land Conservancy is a regional land 
conservancy serving 11 counties in northeast Michigan. 
Two Member positions will be available in the areas of 
land protection and land use planning, with tasks including 
meeting with private property owners, performing site 
evaluations, prioritizing sensitive parcels for land 
protection, tracking landowner contacts and promoting 
land protection at various meetings. 

Presque Isle Conservation District 
Presque Isle Conservation District will utilize a Member to assist 
with capacity-building programs and to develop projects for the 
district. Tasks include enrolling local private landowners in the 
Michigan Conservation and Climate Initiative carbon credit program 
and creating a stewardship plan for the Herman Vogler 
Conservation Area. In addition, the Member will meet with 
landowners and county organizations to promote the district’s 
programs and services. 

Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited  
The Michigan Council of Trout Unlimited is a conservation organization 
whose mission is to conserve, protect and restore Michigan’s coldwater 
fisheries and their watersheds. MCTU will utilize a Member to assist 
with organizational capacity development projects and to help improve 
the effectiveness of the Statewide TU Council as well as assist with the 
coordination of Michigan’s 23 individual chapters. 

 
 
 
 

Helping Northeast Michigan’s  
Small Conservation Organizations 

Succeed 

For the last few years, our Board and staff have felt a need to 
more effectively carry out our conservation mission by helping 
build the efforts of nonprofit partner organizations that also do 
conservation work in our important region of Michigan. We’re 
pleased to announce that we have a unique new program 
available that can be used to directly assist our 
conservation partners.  

The focus of our Conservation Leadership Program is to help existing nonprofit 
and volunteer conservation organizations increase their ability to implement 
resource conservation projects. It is a much different approach to conservation 
than has been used in the past, but we feel that to fully achieve our 
conservation mission, we must help our partners in the nonprofit sector to be 
successful. It’s about having an overall impact that is much greater than what 
any one organization can have alone.   

Our new Conservation Leadership Program is made possible through a grant from the 
Corporation for National and Community Service via the Michigan Community Service 
Commission. This funding is allowing us to bring 10 AmeriCorps Members to the region 
whose mission will be to help increase the impact of established, grassroots 
conservation partners.  

We realize that organizations interested in this program have needs that are somewhat 
diverse. Huron Pines is working with each partner organization to best match their 
needs with Member skills and talents. The role of Members may include:  

  Helping groups with capacity building and membership development.  
  Serving as a volunteer coordinator for an organization.  
  Conducting public outreach campaigns.  
  Marketing the conservation message to landowners, local officials or other 

stakeholder groups.  

As part of the program, Huron Pines provides oversight and has a full-
time Program Director available to partner groups and their AmeriCorps 
Members to help ensure that the program is a success. Many partners 
have expressed the need for more people resources in this region and 
we envision this program as a great opportunity for everyone.  

For more information about this program or the Member 
position openings and application process, please contact 
Huron Pines or visit www.huronpines.org or 
www.huronpinesamericorps.org. 
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Huron Pines AmeriCorps 

Michigan Association of Conservation Districts 
The Michigan Association of Conservation Districts is a 
nonprofit organization representing and providing 
services to Michigan’s 80 conservation districts. A 
Member at MACD will help develop a marketing 
campaign, serve as a training coordinator and participate 
in building the organization’s capacity to provide more 
services to their members. 

Muskegon River Watershed Assembly  
The Muskegon River Watershed Assembly is a nonprofit 
organization working to preserve, protect and enhance the natural, 
historic and cultural resources of the Muskegon River Watershed. 
MRWA will utilize a Member to help coordinate projects, organize 
volunteers and serve as the point of contact in the upper reaches 
of the watershed. Specific tasks include developing promotional 
materials, assisting with on-the-ground projects, coordinating a 
public outreach campaign and coordinating water quality 
monitoring programs.  
Huron Pines 
Huron Pines will have two Members on site, a communication specialist and a 
volunteer coordinator. The communication specialist will be responsible for 
coordinating the public outreach and organizational marketing programs of Huron 
Pines, building program support through the production of materials, assisting 
with publication of quarterly newsletters and an annual report, designing 
organizational brochures, developing and tracking media contacts, working with 
staff to develop project updates for the website and creating and distributing press 
releases. The volunteer coordinator will be responsible for developing a volunteer 
program, including working with staff and partners to identify volunteer 
opportunities, match volunteers with appropriate tasks, track efforts and develop a 
volunteer recognition program. 

Otsego County Conservation District 
Otsego County Conservation District will host one Member 
to develop a native plant program and to promote water 
quality education to various lake associations. Additional 
tasks include mapping for the carbon sequestration 
program, research and developing brochures and a 
website. 

 
 
 
 

Helping Northeast Michigan’s  
Small Conservation Organizations 

Succeed 

For the last few years, our Board and staff have felt a need to 
more effectively carry out our conservation mission by helping 
build the efforts of nonprofit partner organizations that also do 
conservation work in our important region of Michigan. We’re 
pleased to announce that we have a unique new program 
available that can be used to directly assist our 
conservation partners.  

The focus of our Conservation Leadership Program is to help existing nonprofit 
and volunteer conservation organizations increase their ability to implement 
resource conservation projects. It is a much different approach to conservation 
than has been used in the past, but we feel that to fully achieve our 
conservation mission, we must help our partners in the nonprofit sector to be 
successful. It’s about having an overall impact that is much greater than what 
any one organization can have alone.   

Our new Conservation Leadership Program is made possible through a grant from the 
Corporation for National and Community Service via the Michigan Community Service 
Commission. This funding is allowing us to bring 10 AmeriCorps Members to the region 
whose mission will be to help increase the impact of established, grassroots 
conservation partners.  

We realize that organizations interested in this program have needs that are somewhat 
diverse. Huron Pines is working with each partner organization to best match their 
needs with Member skills and talents. The role of Members may include:  

  Helping groups with capacity building and membership development.  
  Serving as a volunteer coordinator for an organization.  
  Conducting public outreach campaigns.  
  Marketing the conservation message to landowners, local officials or other 

stakeholder groups.  

As part of the program, Huron Pines provides oversight and has a full-
time Program Director available to partner groups and their AmeriCorps 
Members to help ensure that the program is a success. Many partners 
have expressed the need for more people resources in this region and 
we envision this program as a great opportunity for everyone.  

For more information about this program or the Member 
position openings and application process, please contact 
Huron Pines or visit www.huronpines.org or 
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Huron Pines 
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A Special Thanks to Our Major 
Membership Contributors for 

the Past 12 Months 
River Patrons $1,000-$2,499 
Eric Bankhead and Connie 

Schrieber 
Calvin and Julie Gates 
Wolverine Power Cooperative 
 
Sustainers $500-$999 
Headwaters Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited 
Dawson Kure Family 
William Ludwig 
Morley Foundation 
Mark and Pam Rohr 
Paul and Carol Rose 
Upper Au Sable River Preservation 

Association 
 
Partners $100-$499 
Alcona County 
Anonymous 
Ethalinda Blackman 
Thomas Buhr 
Crawford County 
Bill and Linda Demmer 
Charles and Beverly Gillece 
Veronica Greason 
Thomas and Michaela Hector 
Dick and Judy Henry 
Carl and Vicki Hueter 
Paul and June Inman 
J&N Inc. 
Joe and Jude Jarecki 
Brad Jensen and Rebecca Benson 
Jerry and Sally Jensen 
Susan and Jerry La Vanture 
William Middleton 
Ogemaw Conservation District 
Ogemaw County 
Oscoda Canoe Rental 
Oscoda County 
Otsego Conservation District 
Richard Perry 
Virginia Pierce and Don Inman 

Roger Rasmussen 
Barbara Reed 
David Replogle 
Roscommon County 
Nathaniel Rowe 
Glenn Rudy 
Jim and Chris Supina 
Tom Williams and Pamela Dow 
Robert Thompson 
John and Mary Wylie 
TJ and Lisa Yarema 
 
Supporters $50-$99 
Rudolf Becker III 
Gerald and Rose Anne Burke 
Robert Curran 
Roderick and Mary Ann Daane 
John Dempsey 
George and Stephanie Ebling 
Al and Heidi Fetz 
Jim Gregart 
Raymond and Frances Hoobler 
Ken Ide 
Kalbli Jr. Family Trust, Anton Kalbli, 

Jr., Lora Kalbli 
Rodney and Cara Kannisto 
George and Linda Killat 
Robert Kluczynski 
Fred and Kathy Koenigbauer 
Michael Lakatos 
Aaron and Kelly Lauster 
David and Julianne Lockwood 
Nancy Mellott 
Hank and Terri Milius 
Jerry and Ann Nelson 
North American Hydro 
John and Armella Pierce 
Bill Posak 
R.J. and Virginia Reichenbach 
Leo and Sylvia Schuster 
Joseph Schwartz 
Tom and Beatrice Seeley 
Jeff Silagy 
Faith Stripe 
Tom and Janet Wessels 
Charles and Janice Wheeker 

 
Other Contributors  
Richard and Patricia Adadow 
Alcona, Iosco, Cedar Lake 

Association 
Mike and Chris Grant 
Joseph Hemming 
Gerald Lake 
Leif and Lois Lindblom 
Long Lake Improvement 

Association 
Leonard Mazur 
William McCullough 
Bryce and Susan Metcalfe 
Keith Radwanski and Erin Fanning 
Donald and Dorothy Peacor 
Ben and Kristine Pinti 
Ralph and Nancy Rucinski 
John and Shirley Schultz 
Thomas, Jr., and Betsy Walbridge 
Mark and Deborah Weber 
 
Project Supporters 
Au Sable North Branch 

Association—Au Sable North 
Branch Watershed Planning 

Sally Binard—River Restoration 
City of Grayling—Grayling 

Stormwater 
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited—Au Sable North 
Branch Large Woody Debris 

Community Foundation for 
Northeast Michigan—O.B. Eustis 
Awards Program, Fletcher Pond 

Patricia Devlin—Pigeon River 
Habitat in memory of Bill Myers 

Kevin and Beth Fox—Pigeon River 
Habitat Initiative in memory of Bill 
Myers 

Great Lakes Commission—Better 
Backroads Guidebook and 
PRVEL Monitoring 

Headwaters Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited—North Branch 
Au Sable Restoration 

Higgins Lake Foundation—
Stewardship Program 

Lake Avalon Property Owners 
Association—Fletcher Pond 

Greg and Diana McComas—
Grayling Stormwater 

Mercy Health Services North—
Mercy Hospital/Grayling—Mercy 
Hospital Project 

Michigan Forest Resource 
Alliance—Michigan Tree Farm 
Committee 

William B. Mershon Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited—Au Sable 
Claybanks 

Mike and Betty Nardo—Pigeon 
River Habitat Initiative in memory 
of Bill Myers 

Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society—
Pigeon River Habitat Initiative 

Joseph and Carole Plunkey—Pine 
River/Van Etten Lake 

Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation—

Pigeon River Habitat Initiative 
Connie Schrieber—Conservation 

Leadership Program 
Arthur and Mary Thayer—Huron 

Pines General 

Thank you so much to the people who make our hands-on conservation programs possible—our members. The supporters on this 
page allow our organization to do much of the important work to conserve Northeast Michigan’s forests, lakes and streams. 

In Memoriam 
David Bissonette in memory of 

Frank ―Bud‖ Bissonette 
 

Howard and Ginny French in 
memory of O.B. and Evelyn Eustis 

 
Mark and Pamela Meadows in 
memory of Harry and Florence 

Meadows 
 

Gary Neumann in memory of 
Patricia Neumann Moore 

 

Special Thanks 
 CompuMentor—$4,000 in computer software through Techsoup.org 

 Jim Humes at Penrod’s Canoe Livery—donation of canoes for large woody debris survey on Au Sable 
 Oscoda Conservation District—donation of 300 trees and shrubs for use in various projects including Grayling Stormwater,  

Pigeon River Habitat Initiative, River Restoration and more 
 Huron Pines mailing volunteers—Glenda Grix, Lucille Smith, Margie Thomson and Ruth Joyce 
 James Knox—permission to launch at his property for a staff float 

 George Jury—use of the Greenwood Foundation cabin 
 Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited—volunteering at the Mercy Hospital restoration site in Grayling 

 Headwaters Chapter of Trout Unlimited—volunteering at the Upper Black River restoration site 
 Natural Resources Conservation Service—providing extra office space for our summer intern 

 Gerry Lake and Jack Hipchen—performing a purple loosestrife survey on the North Branch of the Au Sable River 
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Phone: (989) 344-0753 
Fax: (989) 348-7945 

Email: info@huronpines.org 
Website: www.huronpines.org 
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Executive Board 
Paul Rose  
 Chairman 
Roger Frye  
 Vice Chairman  
Connie Schrieber  
 Treasurer 
Kris Sorgenfrei  
 Secretary 
Joe Jarecki 
Roger Rasmussen 
Bruce Reetz  
Jerry Rucker 
Vicki Springstead 
John Walters   
 
Executive Director 
Brad Jensen 
 
Staff 
Lisha Ramsdell 
 Program Director 
Patrick Ertel 
 Restoration Project Manager 
Jennifer Muladore 
 Ecologist 
Eric Nelson 
 Habitat Specialist 
Ken Reed 
 Restoration Crew Leader 
Susan La Vanture 
 Accountant 
Jill Scarzo 
 Program Assistant 
 

In Memoriam 
David Bissonette in memory of 

Frank ―Bud‖ Bissonette 
 

Howard and Ginny French in 
memory of O.B. and Evelyn Eustis 

 
Mark and Pamela Meadows in 
memory of Harry and Florence 

Meadows 
 

Gary Neumann in memory of 
Patricia Neumann Moore 

Check out the Huron Pines 
website for weekly updates  
on our projects, resource  
information and more! 

Paddleman Eric Nelson pulls away from the com-
petition during the ―Hurry Up and Paddle (or Sink)‖ 
race in Grayling on July 25. This was Huron Pines’ 
first entry into the HUP race, an annual event that 
coincides with the Canoe Marathon and encour-
ages costumes and themes.  Eric placed 3rd over-
all in the race and promises to win it all next year. 

Huron Pines would like to recognize and thank Dan Sprys for his 
efforts as our summer intern. Starting in May, Dan helped out on the 
many projects that our staff do to help conserve Northeast Michigan’s 
valuable resources. In addition to helping plan and carry out the 
spring planting in the Grayling Rain Gardens, Dan also performed a 
shoreline greenbelt study on Otsego Lake (including a report and 
presentation), placed large woody debris with the Huron Pines crew, 
assisted with road/stream crossing inventories and much more. Dan 
is back at school now at Allegheny College in Pennsylvania, where 
he is studying environmental science and playing football as a 
defensive end for the school’s team. Thanks for all the hard work, 
Dan! 

The Invincible Intern Saves the Day 

New Board Member 
Huron Pines welcomes Joe Jarecki as the newest member of our Board. Joe comes to us 
after retiring this summer from nearly 32 years with the Department of Natural Resources. 
During his time as the Unit Manager for the Pigeon River Country State Forest, Joe worked 
with Huron Pines on a variety of land and water stewardship projects. In his role as a board 
member, Joe will be helping expand our stewardship efforts with private landowners and will 
help in the field to assess resource issues that are brought to the attention of our staff. Joe 
is also looking forward to more time for hunting and fishing, along with traveling out west 
with his wife Jude.  
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Upcoming Events 

August 
28 William B. Mershon Chapter of Trout Unlimited Volunteer Workday—Claybanks Restoration Site 
September  
TBA Pine River-Van Etten Lake Coalition Volunteer Work Day 
5 Water Resource Workshop Series: Understanding Our Water Resources 
6–8 Great Lakes Restoration Conference 
10 Huron Pines Fall Full Council Meeting 
12 Water Resource Workshop Series: Innovative Projects for Meeting Water Resource Challenges 
19 Water Resource Workshop Series: Farmland Preservation, Zoning and Development Rights 
21 Upper Black River Watershed Restoration Committee Meeting 
26 Alcona Black River Volunteer Stream Assessment 
26 Water Resource Workshop Series: Developing Your Message & Finding Funds for Your Pro-

gram  
 
October 
3 Water Resource Workshop Series: Communicating Your Message to Legislators and Others 
12 Northern Michigan Soil Erosion Officers Training 
13 Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout Unlimited Volunteer Work Day 
17 Au Sable River Watershed Restoration Committee Meeting 
18 Pigeon River Habitat Initiative Steering Committee Meeting 
 
November 
12 Huron Pines Board Meeting 
20 Otsego County Water Quality and RC&D Committee Meeting 
29 Michigan Water Environment Association Conference (Bay City) 
 

Contact the Huron Pines office or see www.huronpines.org  
for more information or to find out how to participate in any of these events. 


