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Early Detection-Rapid Response
We can’t stress it enough. It seems like every day we learn about a new invasive plant 
or animal moving into Michigan and on its way to our area. While we have many other 
projects to protect the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan, we have 
begun addressing these invaders in every way we can.  From pulling purple loosestrife 
on the Au Sable River to spraying and hand-swiping phragmites on the Lake Huron 
shoreline, we are engaging volunteers and private landowners to keep an eye out for 
us. The key to a successful early detecti on and rapid response program is the ti ming. 
By keeping up on the latest research and diligently searching throughout our service 
area, we are furthering the fi ght to keep invasive species at bay.  

Thanks for your support,

Brad Jensen, Executi ve Director

The Basics about Invasive Species and the SWAT Team
Invasive species are plants and animals that are transported to a new place and 
proceed to take over, displacing the nati ve plants and animals and forming a dense 
monoculture. Most invasive species have litt le or no food or habitat value for the 
nati ve species they displace. Usually, invasive species are quick to reproduce and can 
survive in a large range of conditi ons. For instance, many invasive plants can start 
new colonies from only a small fragment of stem or root, and aquati c invasive plants 
and animals can oft en live out of the water for up to several weeks. In additi on, many 
acti vely work to prevent nati ve species from growing by releasing chemicals from their 
roots that kill those of nati ve plants, clearing more space for the invasives to grow.

In developing our invasive species removal program, we decided that we would have 
the highest impact on invasive species by forming a dedicated team with skills to 
fi nd invasive species, get landowners involved and organize treatment projects. The 
Huron Pines Invasive Species SWAT Team is just that: skilled Huron Pines AmeriCorps 
members and a crew leader, they are trained in early detecti on and rapid response to 
multi ple plant species. Read on to learn about their adventures and accomplishments.

The Invasive Species SWAT Team pulled over 50 trash bags of purple loosestrife 
from the Main Branch Au Sable River in August.
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How We Select Target Species and Sites
In forming our Cooperati ve Weed Management Area, we consulted with the resource 
professionals of the Huron Pines Resource Advisory Group to get an idea of what species 
in our area sti ll have a chance at early detecti on-rapid response. Animals and aquati c 
species are notoriously diffi  cult and expensive to eradicate, so we focused on terrestrial 
plants as a starti ng point. The top three species were phragmites, purple loosestrife and 
buckthorn. The group also discussed others, like spott ed knapweed, which have become 
ubiquitous across northern Michigan already. While we want to get rid of them, our 
limited resources are best directed at eradicati ng invasives that are just coming into the 
area or are threatening special ecosystems.

Knowing that new species are headed this way every day, we left  the agreement open 
to adding new species over ti me. As new, scary invaders like Japanese knotweed, black 
swallowwort and many more make their way up here, we have the fl exibility to fi nd and 
kill them as soon as we fi nd out about them.

When choosing sites, we prioriti ze areas that can best benefi t from the early detecti on-
rapid response approach along with existi ng projects. Our coastal Lake Huron area is an 
important natural and economical resource for Michigan and the phragmites there is 
sti ll treatable, so our fi rst priority is keeping the beach free of phragmites. Addressing 
purple loosestrife on the Au Sable is a priority for similar reasons. Knowing that Japanese 
knotweed has colonized one of the Silver Creek Super Project sites and that we could 
spread it throughout the Ocqueoc River watershed during road/stream crossing 
constructi on means that we need to remove it now. 

One of the biggest prioriti es for Huron Pines is making sure that our volunteers and 
partners know what’s out there and what’s coming so that they can be our eyes and ears 
in the places they know best. Only by working together can we keep our resources clear of 
these nasty invaders. 

Treatment Options
Diff erent invasive species require diff erent methods of treatment. The land-based plants 
that we focus on have three main forms of treatment —manual, chemical and biological. 
Most species can be treated using one or more of these methods depending on locati on, 
density, landowner preference and many other factors.

For example, purple loosestrife is making its way down the Au Sable River. In 2009, only 
a few plants were documented, making pulling and digging relati vely simple. However, in 
2010, the plants had increased in number and size to the point where more acti on was 
needed. In additi on to digging and clipping fl owers (so the seeds wouldn’t spread), water-
safe herbicide can kill loosestrife plants in areas where other benefi cial vegetati on has 
been crowded out. Finally, beetles that eat purple loosestrife and stress it to the point of 
being unable to spread have been successful in areas across the state. In patches that are 
too large to pull and in sensiti ve areas, beetles can help keep a populati on under control. 

While herbicide is the go-to opti on to eradicate invasive plants, we take into considerati on 
things like where the plant came from, what it’s growing near and how much impact the 
various methods of control will have before we choose our weapon. Getti  ng on it early 
saves money and means less chemical use as well. This allows us to successfully keep 
out invasive species while having a positi ve impact on our valuable Northeast Michigan 
ecosystems. 

Right: SWAT Team member Kristen Kozak sprays buckthorn sprouts on a preserve 
owned by The Nature Conservancy.
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Marching Up the Coastline
Phragmites (Phragmites australis, pronounced “frag-MY-teez”), a tall reed that grows in 
dense stands along shorelines and ditches, has been making its way north from Saginaw 
Bay along the Lake Huron coastline. It primarily moves by long runners that can grow 
up to 60 feet long—these runners are broken up by wave acti on or beach grooming 
acti vity and then are spread down the beach by wave acti on. There is also a nati ve strain 
of phragmites that grows in northern Michigan; it grows in similar habitats but can be 
diff erenti ated from the invasive phragmites fairly easily.

The Huron Pines Invasive Species SWAT Team has become expert at fi nding phragmites 
on the Lake Huron coast in our service area. They have ground-truthed and identi fi ed 
all stands of phragmites that were found during the spring aerial survey: 18 of the 108 
turned out to be nati ve phragmites, which does not invade and form a monoculture 
like the invasive type. Most of the nati ve stands were found in the northern porti on 
of the coastal counti es, while the invasive stands got larger and denser as the survey 
progressed south.

During the survey, the team met 
with landowners to explain what 
invasive phragmites is and how 
they could treat it. In additi on, 
they prepared and sent a mailing 
to private landowners who had 
phragmites on their shoreline but 
weren’t there at the ti me of the 
survey. The response to their eff orts 
has overwhelmed our offi  ce—we’re 
working to treat every site we 
can, but more requests have been 
coming in than we can handle this 
year!

Part of the great response to treatment has been due to our conti nued cost-share 
program. With funds from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, we off ered landowners a 
75% cost-share to help them pay for treatment. So far, we have over 30 acres on our 
list to treat for this fall, including two long stretches at Black River (Alcona Township) 
and Au Sable Point (near East Tawas). The permits are in and we’ll begin treatments in 
September. 

Depending on the density of the phragmites at each site, the SWAT Team will either 
hand-swipe or spray the plants. Hand-swiping means using a cott on glove (with a 
latex glove underneath) to wipe dyed herbicide up each individual stem, enabling the 
applicator to use less overall herbicide while not spraying or dripping on other plants, 
animals or water. Spraying is quicker for high-density patches that have no other nati ve 
plants growing within the phragmites. Huron Pines avoids using some of the stronger 
available chemicals—sti ll, using glyphosate (water-safe RoundUp) alone, we had over 
90% success at most sites in 2009.

In additi on to coastal sites, the SWAT Team will be treati ng several inland sites including 
private ponds, Lincoln Lake and a spot on the Au Sable River. Phragmites is less of a 
problem inland in Northeast Michigan, so early detecti on and rapid response are key to 
keeping it that way. 

Left : SWAT Team member Greg McClure hauls phragmites tops away from the 
August 21 volunteer invasive species removal at Lincoln Lake.
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Call to Action
While our SWAT Team “does it all,” we can always use help from volunteers who are 
interested in helping further the fi ght against invasive species. Invasive species projects are 
great for volunteers—with a litt le work, groups of people can clear an area and keep it that 
way. Join us for our volunteer projects that address invasive species, or volunteer to help 
on private property when you’re able. We can always use the help!

Parti cularly with early detecti on-rapid response, we need help fi nding these 
invaders before they take over. Local folks with a knowledge of roads and 
waterways that aren’t oft en traveled can help us fi nd things that might hide unti l 
they’re big, expensive problems.

Another way you can help is by relaying your interest to your local 
governments and neighbors. Posti ng fl yers, sending lett ers and pressuring 
others in your area to get involved in removing invasive species are 
easy, cheap acti ons that help raise awareness and get projects done 
faster. One of the biggest obstacles facing invasive species control is 
that the people in positi on to make changes at a local government level 
don’t know it’s a priority for the landowners. Help them direct their energy 
toward something that will improve the natural resources that we all depend on.

The Stewardship Network
As we start to see more invasive species move into Northeast Michigan, it is important to 
confront them in an organized manner. Groups like The Stewardship Network in southern 
Michigan have impacted invasive species in a big way through their volunteers. For those of 
you who live in southern Michigan, this group is a great one to get involved with near your 
home. Take a look at their interacti ve events calendar at www.stewardshipnetwork.org.

The Stewardship Network is known for its work pulling people together to pull the invasive 
garlic mustard, a plant that is taking over forest fl oors all over the state. It can be pulled, 
sprayed or burned and it can take years to exhaust the seed bank it builds up. During 
the annual Garlic Mustard Challenge lasti ng for several weeks in spring and summer, 
committ ed groups of volunteers have managed to pull 243,216 pounds of garlic mustard 
this year. The Network reported over 11,000 acres free of garlic mustard, meaning that no 
second-year plants were found growing.  

Get InvolvedGet Involved

Our team sprayed dyed herbicide 
on buckthorn seedlings.

Right: SWAT Team member Philip Prenti ce records the GPS locati on and other 
measurements for a stand of phragmites.

The Advancing Enemy
Both common and glossy buckthorn (Rhamnus 
catharti ca and frangula) are rapidly colonizing wetlands 
in our service area, especially in the Alpena area. It 
crowds out nati ve vegetati on and blocks stream fl ow. 
This shrub thrives in damp woods and riparian areas 
and is sti ll planted for its wildlife value—birds love its 
fruit and spread the seeds readily. The SWAT team spent 
two weeks this summer treati ng buckthorn in a Nature 
Conservancy preserve. Large buckthorn shrubs had 
been cut and treated in 2009, and our team re-treated 
the seedlings and resprouts that came back this year. 
Using two diff erent herbicides, they covered four acres 
of preserve property and saw several rare plants and 
animals, including two Eastern massasauga ratt lesnakes.
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A Battle on Many Fronts
Purple Loosestrife on the Main Branch Au Sable River is speeding 
past the early detecti on stage. In 2009, a volunteer survey found over 
80 patches from Grayling to McMasters Bridge. This year, our team 
found over 60 sites just between Rayburn and Burton’s Landing. 
That’s a huge increase. With the leadership (and canoes) of Au Sable 
River Property Owners Associati on President David Smith (top right), 
the Huron Pines Invasive Species SWAT Team dug, pulled and cut 
enough loosestrife to fi ll almost 50 large trash bags. To keep the 
loosestrife in check, we’ll need more volunteers in 2011—and our 
methods of control may need to include beetle releases or herbicide. 
To get involved, contact Jennifer Muladore at (989) 344-0753 ext. 31 
or jennifer@huronpines.org.

Thanks to David Smith and the many private landowners who gave 
their permission to remove loosestrife from their property. As 
with the phragmites eff ort, a great benefi t of the project has been 
increased public awareness of invasive species. 

The picture is a bit brighter on the South Branch Au Sable—for now. 
The SWAT Team surveyed from Roscommon to the Main Branch 
and found a few plants, but no large patches. They’ve detected the 
problem early and we’ll be working throughout the winter to set up 
a volunteer rapid response eff ort for 2011. On the North Branch, 
the volunteer eff ort led by the North Branch Area Foundati on 
is conti nuing with volunteers monitoring stretches of river and 
removing plants where they can. 

Throughout our service area, we have seen evidence of purple 
loosestrife beetles (see top of page) eati ng away at the loosestrife. 
Staff  Ecologist Jennifer Muladore (bott om right) parti cipated in the 
annual Tip of the Mitt  Watershed Council beetle collecti on in June 
and then kept a populati on of beetles at the offi  ce unti l they reproduced. The new beetles 
were given a good home on the North Branch Au Sable River, where they are chewing away at 
a loosestrife populati on that has gott en out of hand. 

Cooperative Weed Management Agreement
Our Cooperati ve Weed Management Agreement has a few additi onal signatures since the 

last newslett er, and now we’re putti  ng it to work. Because we have this agreement in place 
to fi ght invasive species in Northeast Michigan, we have been able to organize more 

treatments and make the permitti  ng process more effi  cient for ourselves 
and the Department of Natural Resources and Environment by applying 
for phragmites treatment permits that cover the Lake Huron coastline of 
each of our fi ve coastal counti es. This doesn’t mean that anyone can treat 

their phragmites; only those who have applied to be part of our program are 
covered by the permit. 

We’re always looking for more partners in the fi ght against invasive species—
anyone can sign the CWMA, from property owners’ groups and local governments 

to state and federal agencies and interest groups. Help us by getti  ng a copy to the right person 
to sign; the more signatures we have, the more clout Northeast Michigan has for funding and 
treatment.

Purple LoosestrifePurple Loosestrife



7

Coming Soon to an Ecosystem Near YouComing Soon to an Ecosystem Near You

Keep an Eye on These Invaders
The fi rst step to fi ghti ng invasive species is knowing about them. Below are some 
invasive plants that have moved into Michigan and are spreading into our service area. 
Visit our website for more resources on these and other invasive species. 

Japanese Barberry, Berberis thunbergii
This small, thorny shrub fi rst appears in the forest understory as one plant, then 
quickly spreads to take over large patches. It has hanging yellow fl owers in the spring 
and bright red berries. Our SWAT team recently found a huge patch of it growing along 
the Au Sable River in the Mason Tract, and we’ve seen single plants growing in several 
other forests as well. The best way to get rid of this is by pulling it out. 

Garlic Mustard, Alliaria peti olata
This woodland plant has been spreading northward for several years now and has 
been found in several locati ons in Northeast Michigan. It has scalloped leaves and 
four-petaled white fl owers that turn into long seed pods. One plant can produce 
thousands of seeds in a year—plants bloom in the second year so it is important to 
pull or spray for several years in a row unti l the seed bank is exhausted.

Japanese Knotweed, Polygonum cuspidatum
Brought here as a landscape plant, Japanese knotweed is a shrubby plant with 
segmented stems like bamboo. It reproduces through segments and rhizomes and 
tolerates many diff erent conditi ons. In Asia, it is one of the fi rst plants to colonize aft er 
volcanic erupti ons; here, it easily breaks through concrete driveways and foundati ons. 
It can be treated with herbicide and then cut and burned. 

Wild Parsnip, Pasti naca sati va
A relati ve of carrots and celery, this plant looks like a large dill plant and is found 
growing on roadsides. It has been seen in Cheboygan and Emmet Counti es and 
throughout the Upper Peninsula. Don’t touch it if you see it: the oil from the plant 
reacts with sunlight on your skin to cause nasty rashes and deep, blistering burns. It is 
best treated with herbicide.

Leafy Spurge, Euphorbia esula
Bright green and relati vely short, this perennial with milky sap has been springing up 
along roadsides and in farm fi elds throughout Michigan. Its odd-shaped fl owers are 
a key identi fi er, and its deep taproot makes leafy spurge hard to dig or pull. Spraying 
herbicide can help to control it.

Garlic Mustard

Japanese Barberry

Japanese Knotweed

Wild Parsnip

Leafy Spurge
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Expanding Our Service
There are currently 16 Huron Pines AmeriCorps members serving across northern 
Michigan and we’re having a big impact on natural resources this year. As of June 30, 
the members have recruited 318 volunteers who have served a total of 1,273 hours. 
Members have reached over 30,000 people through print and electronic materials 
and conducted 343 presentati ons that reached nearly 10,000 people.

They have implemented over 30 on-the-
ground restorati on projects that have 
enhanced or restored nearly 100 acres of 
land. Hands-on projects completed by mem-
bers include planti ng over 500 nati ve trees, 
creati ng nati ve plant gardens, installati on of 
a composti ng demonstrati on site, planti ng 
a butt erfl y garden at an elementary school, 
installing spawning habitat for fi sh, creati ng 
food plots for landowners, removing invasive 
species and stewarding nature preserves.

Members are also developing a number of 
new conservati on programs and improv-
ing existi ng services. Some of the programs 
include a volunteer monitoring corps at 
HeadWaters Land Conservancy; organizing and hosti ng a Conservati on Day Camp at 
Otsego Conservati on District; removing invasive species at Huron Pines; inventorying 
small dams in the Au Sable River Watershed and coastal Lake Huron; developing educa-
tor, resource professional and community connecti ons through the Great Lakes Stew-
ardship Initi ati ve; producing an educati on resource DVD for Michigan Trout Unlimited; 
conducti ng resource inventories on the Pigeon and Sturgeon rivers through Headwaters 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited; inventorying road/stream crossings on the Platt e River Wa-
tershed though Conservati on Resource Alliance; surveying road ends on Higgins Lake; 
and last but not least, developing a recycling outreach program in Otsego County. 

We’re very lucky to have such a dedicated group of AmeriCorps members and great 
partners to work with. Our 2009-2010 AmeriCorps members will be fi nishing up their 

service this fall and we wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors!

New for 2011
Now headed into its fourth year, we made several improvements to the 
AmeriCorps program. First off , members will now be starti ng their service 

in January, allowing them to concentrate their service hours and projects 
during the busy fi eld season. This October will kick-off  the recruiti ng period 

for members who will serve 1,700 hours from January to October 2011. We 
have also expanded the program to cover organizati ons in need across Northern 

Lower Michigan. Be sure and visit www.huronpinesamericorps.org to get the latest 
AmeriCorps news!

Left : Abby Ertel and Steve Gates parti cipated in the annual statewide AmeriCorps 
service project, held this year in Kalamazoo, MI.

Cari Sebright, serving at Michigan Trout 
Unlimited, helped out at a stream 
restorati on volunteer project.

www.huronpinesamericorps.org
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Project UpdatesProject Updates

Road/Stream Crossing Projects
Constructi on is moving forward on quite a few of our road/
stream crossing improvement projects throughout Northeast 
Michigan. Work wrapped up on the Hodges Creek site in the 
Cheboygan Black River watershed and the Roth Road/Van Hel-
lan Creek site in Montmorency is nearly fi nished. Three sites in 
the Silver Creek Super Project will be completed this fall. Work 
is underway on one large site in Alcona County and three more 
have been completed. We are fi nishing designs and permit ap-
plicati ons for the next round of sites to begin in spring 2011 in 
these watersheds along with the North Branch Au Sable River 
sites. Visit our website for updates and photos or contact Lisha 
Ramsdell at lisha@huronpines.org or (989) 344-0753 ext. 29 for 
details on what’s coming up. 

New Project: Rifl e River Watershed 
Nonpoint Implementation
Huron Pines and partners have long been involved in water-
shed improvement projects in the Rifl e River watershed, in the 
southeast porti on of our service area. Recently, the project was 
awarded $382,000 from the Great Lakes Restorati on Initi ati ve 
that, combined with $178,000 in matching funds from partners, 
will enable us to update the existi ng watershed management 
plan, implement habitat improvement projects and conduct an 
environmental stewardship outreach program. For more informa-
ti on, contact Lisha Ramsdell at lisha@huronpines.org or (989) 
344-0753 ext. 29.

Small Dams Workshop a Success
Restorati on Project Manager Patrick Ertel led a small dams 
workshop on July 28-29 that focused on bringing together re-
source professionals to discuss small dam removal techniques 
and science. Over 30 att endees came from a broad range of ex-
perience and professional backgrounds, including local, state, 
federal, tribal and nonprofi t organizati ons that have a vested 
interest in reducing the presence of dams and their impacts on 
our rivers.

On the fi rst day, professionals presented on topics including 
aquati c organism passage, permitti  ng and oversight, project 
management, community involvement and sediment fl ow. The 
second day included a group fi eld exercise in the dam inven-
tory process using the Great Lakes Basin Dam Inventory Form.

Comments about the event were overwhelmingly positi ve; the 
partnerships formed during the workshop will help us lead the 
way to completi ng projects that benefi t streams and their sur-
rounding ecosystems along with the landowners who use the 
resources. In fact, we’ve already begun our South Branch 
Au Sable River and coastal small dams inventories using the in-
put gained from our partners. We also have two dam removal 
projects moving forward. For more informati on on our small 
dams program, contact Patrick Ertel at (989) 344-0753 ext. 19 
or patrick@huronpines.org.



In Memory Of
In memory of Edward Bozynski from George Bozynski

In memory of Stephanie Ebling from George Ebling

In memory of Tom Erdmann from Frank Kohl

In memory of Mary McCarthy from Patrick and Judith Benson

In memory of Beatrice Thayer from Art and Mary Jane Thayer

In Honor Of
In support of Jerry Rucker’s eff orts to assure quality habitat and fi shing 
for the future through the Huron Pines organizati on from Gale Frazee

Huron Pines Supporters May 25 through August 31, 2010Huron Pines Supporters May 25 through August 31, 2010

Special Thanks to Our Major 
Donors for the Past 12 Months

$20,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Consumers Energy
DTE Energy Foundati on
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundati on
W.K. Kellogg Foundati on
Wolverine Power Cooperati ve

$5,000+
Paul H. Young Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
Rice Family Foundati on

Watershed Champions $2,500+
Au Sable North Branch Area 

Foundati on 
Challenge Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
FishAmerica Foundati on
Mason-Griffi  th Founders Chapter 

of Trout Unlimited

River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Au Sable Big Water Preservati on 

Associati on
Au Sable River Property Owners 

Associati on
Eric Bankhead and Connie 

Schrieber
Community Foundati on for 

Northeast Michigan
Community Foundati on for 

Southeast Michigan (Frank 
W. Lynch and Roberta Jane 
Lynch Endowed Family Fund 
suggested by Sally Binard)*

Dawson-Kure Family
Kalamazoo Valley Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
The Nature Conservancy
J.A. Woollam Foundati on

Sustainers $500-999
Thomas Buhr*
Capital Region Community 

Foundati on
Clinton Valley Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
Frank “Bob” Perrin Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited
Gates Au Sable Lodge
Higgins Lake Foundati on
Joe and Jude Jarecki*
Robert and Michaele Malecki*
Metro-West Steelheaders
Hank and Terri Milius
North Branch Boys Fly Fishing 

Club
Roger Rasmussen*
Mark and Pam Rohr
Paul and Carol Rose*
Jerry and Fran Rucker*
Pat and Vicki Springstead*
Twin Lakes Property Owners 

Associati on
William B. Mershon Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited

Special Thanks to Our Agency 
Funders

Michigan Community Service 
Commission

Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources and Environment

Natural Resources Conservati on 
Service

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

Partners $100-$499
William and Debra Anderson
Anonymous
Marti n and Karen Beer
Michael Braun
Ned Caveney
Roger and Dagmar Eriksson
Dale Ewart
Paul and Linda Groen
Hammond Bay Area Anglers 

Associati on
Jerry and Sally Jensen
David and Myra Juhnke
Lake Margrethe Property Owners 

Associati on
Lewiston Lions Club
Lance and Pamela Lindell
John Lindsay
Mike Mathieu
Walter Novak
Oscoda Canoe Rental
Raiett a Ott 
Richard and Lillian Perry
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Mark and Lisha Ramsdell
Nathaniel H. Rowe
Robb and Christi ne Smith
Joe Stevens
Vanguard Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
R. Scott  Webb
Stephen and Karen Werner
Tom Williams and Pamela Dow

Supporters
Alcona Township
Anonymous (2)
Ernest Brumbaugh and Carole 

Mueller-Brumbaugh
James and Sharon Carlson

Clarence Charest
Michael and Terri Cwik
Mark and Mary Cyccone
John Dempsey
Scott  and Christi ne Foster
Robert and Karla Grant
Lorne and Shirley Greenwood
Ken and Elizabeth Gribble
Tom and Barbara Harkleroad
Jack Hipchen and Lois Cumming
Raymond and Frances Hoobler
Michael and Susan Horner
Kristi n Howland
Hubbard Lake Sportsman and 

Improvement Associati on
Linda and Gary Kesler
Carol Kugler
Jerry and Susan La Vanture
William and Teresa Lossing
Lunden Family
Leonard Mazur
Barbara McLennan
Alfred and Janice Michelini
William and Delores Peyton
Kenneth and Carolyn Pierce
Kurt Ranka
Casey Ressl and Jim Morse
Arlene Rockwell
Glenn Rudy
Thomas and Jacqueline Seeley
Joan Shively
Wayne Suida
Andy Tarkington
Kathleen Trock
Mark and Deborah Weber
Judd and MaryAnn Wellard
Terrance and Lisa Yarema
Steve and Mary Zulczyk

The Board and Staff  of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and project 
contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible.  
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* Name did not appear in the June issue; our apologies to these important 
contributors.



Answers from the cover (left  
to right): purple loosestrife, 
buckthorn, Japanese 
knotweed, garlic 
mustard.
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Executive Board
Connie Schrieber, Chair

Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman 
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Roger Rasmussen

Bruce Reetz
Kris Sorgenfrei

Tom Young
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Brad Jensen

Staff
Lisha Ramsdell, 

Program Director

Abigail Ertel, 
Watershed Project Manager

Patrick Ertel, 
Restorati on Project Manager

Rachel Koleda,
Invasive Species SWAT Crew Leader

Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist

Ken Reed, 
Restorati on Crew Leader

Casey Ressl, 
AmeriCorps Coordinator

Susan La Vanture, 
Staff  Accountant

Jill Scarzo, Program Assistant

River Restorati on Crew:
Kyle Kennedy
Paul Marti n

Board and StaffBoard and Staff

More Projects, More Expert Staff

Huron Pines has taken on some exciti ng new projects and now we 
are welcoming a new additi on to our staff : Abigail Ertel. Abby has an 
MA in geography from Ohio University and will be taking over our 
new Rifl e River Watershed Project and North Branch Au Sable Road/
Stream Crossing Project. She spent the last 18 months as a Huron 
Pines AmeriCorps member serving at HeadWaters Land Conservancy 
as a land protecti on specialist. We’re excited for her to bring her land 
stewardship experience to Huron Pines!

From President to President
Former Huron Pines Executi ve Board President and current Treasurer 
Paul Rose has recently been named president of the Michigan United 
Conservati on Clubs (MUCC) Executi ve Board. Also acti ve in the 
Montmorency County Conservati on Club and the Huron Pines board, 
Paul’s service with MUCC will be a great benefi t for Northeast Michigan.

More About Our Mission
Huron Pines is a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t organizati on 
working to conserve the forests, lakes and streams 
of Northeast Michigan. We bring partners together 
to take a hands-on approach to conservati on 
problems. Our vision is that Huron Pines is the 
recognized leader for developing projects and 
partnerships that restore, enhance and 
sustain the natural resources in Northeast 
Michigan.

Huron Pines is a member of the nati onwide 
RC&D Program (Resource Conservati on & Development), 
which aff ords us a close working relati onship with the USDA-
Natural Resources Conservati on Service. This means that we 
have extra technical help available—experti se that is used to 
further enhance our projects and that allows us to do more 
than we could otherwise accomplish. 

Special Thanks
Our 11/11 Volunteer Program Sponsors: for a full list, see the volunteer program page on our 
website.
David Smith of Au Sable River Property Owners Associati on for his volunteer ti me spent on 
purple loosestrife and photographing our volunteer events
Andrea Ania and Heather Rawlings of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for leading the Silver Creek 
Job Shadow for Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Kristi n Thomas of Michigan Trout Unlimited for leading Habitat Mapping for Huron Pines 
AmeriCorps
Doug Fuller of Litt le Traverse Conservancy for leading Conservancy Stewardship Job Shadow 
for Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Rob Burg of Hartwick Pines State Park for leading Site Historian Job Shadow for Huron Pines 
AmeriCorps
Thunder Bay Nati onal Marine Sanctuary for hosti ng Member Celebrati on 
Ashley Marquardt for leading kayak adventure at Member Celebrati on
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Who Ya Gonna Call?Who Ya Gonna Call?
The Huron Pines Invasive Species SWAT Team
If you haven’t been visited by the maroon truck, you 
can sti ll get on our list for next year. Call Huron Pines 
if you have an invasive species questi on or if you think 
one of our target species is on your property. We can 
identi fy your invasive species and start the paperwork 
for any available cost-share funding. 

Interested? Call Jennifer Muladore at (989) 344-0753 
ext. 31 or e-mail jennifer@huronpines.org.

You can also visit our website to learn on your own. 
Make sure to help keep this project going by donati ng 
funds or volunteering your ti me.  

www.huronpines.org


