
Huron Pines
Conserving the Forests, Lakes and Streams of Northeast Michigan

August 2012

Swinging Into Action
Field season is going strong, and 
we’re completing more projects 
than ever with the help of our 
partners and volunteers. This 
issue of our newsletter highlights 
our Volunteer Ambassadors. 
Look inside to learn more about 
the program and how these 
special people are having an 
impact on Northeast Michigan. 



Going the Extra Mile
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Note from the Board Chair
Huron Pines is very fortunate to have wonderfully helpful and dedicated volunteers. Many are 
associated with our partners and many just show up at a volunteer project because they have read 
about it in the newspaper or have seen it on our website and they want to get involved. Along with 
field projects, Huron Pines relies on volunteers to disseminate information to others, coordinate 
project efforts through networking and help out when staff is not available. We greatly appreciate all 
of our volunteers.

Coordinating volunteers so that their time is being put to good use and they feel proud and satisfied 
with their efforts takes time and planning by our staff. As Huron Pines has grown there has been 
more demand on staff time to interact with our longtime partners along with developing new partnerships. To help 
with this demand we have asked a few volunteers who have knowledge and interest in our areas of need to become 
“Ambassadors” for Huron Pines. This newsletter is highlighting a few of those individuals so you can see the type of 
activities and projects they will be working on with us. 

As we grow so does the need for our presence in the communities we serve. After reading about what these key 
volunteers do, if you think you might be interested in the program and have the time and energy to invest let us know. 
In the meantime, remember whenever you tell someone about Huron Pines and the work we do you are already a 
Huron Pines Ambassador and we thank you for your support.

–Connie Schrieber 
Huron Pines Board Chair
Business Partnerships Make a Difference
As we look at how best to achieve our conservation mission and have an impact on Northeast Michigan, working with more 
nontraditional partners is an important part of our effort to achieve results. It’s been great to see companies help support 
conservation through partnerships with Huron Pines. 

On many of our projects, a big partner in recent years has been the DTE Energy Foundation. Through a grant of $50,000 for our 
AmeriCorps program and $10,000 for our Invasive Species control program, DTE has been a leader in private sector support to help 
implement Northeast Michigan conservation projects.

Over in Roscommon County, we’re preparing an invasive species control plan for the airport and on behalf of the Michigan 
Department of Transportation and QoE Engineering.

The Department of Military and Veteran Affairs has a lot of property in northern Michigan with their Camp Grayling site and has 
long worked with Huron Pines to complete projects. We currently have an AmeriCorps member there to help with GIS mapping 
and we’re also contracting invasive species control work on the land. 

As our Silver Creek Super Project wraps up and we start to close out the many government grants that made that project happen, it 
was the $20,000 from the Wolverine Power Cooperative that really helped fill in the financing gaps for that effort and help improve 
Silver Creek and the Ocqueoc River Watershed. 

We recently met with staff at the LaFarge North America’s Presque Isle quarry and discussed invasive species control efforts and 
then were invited to do an invasives survey. Our hope is to now build on that relationship and get LaFarge involved in supporting 
some control efforts, primarily targeted at phragmites control on their Presque Isle County property. 

Our work on the Thunder Bay River Watershed will be boosted through a contract with North American Hydro in which our staff 
will complete invasive species and streambank erosion inventories in 2012 to help direct the company’s future restoration 

work in the watershed.

If the company you are associated with would like to get more involved in restoring and enhancing the ecosystems of 
northern Michigan, give our office a call at (989) 448-2293.

www.huronpines.org
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Positions Open: Become an Ambassador

Volunteer on a Regional Scale
With increasing need for coordination of habitat restoration programs, Huron Pines has worked to build a 

more engaged Board of Directors and has been able to add some excellent staff members. But with 
more and more to do, the time was right to help some of our key volunteers move on to a greater 

level of leadership—serving as our Huron Pines Ambassadors. 

We’ve long had a need for more people to help out with community outreach, organizing 
volunteer and educational events, technical assistance, youth programs, fundraising – just about 
anything and everything. We’ve also had volunteers offer that type of specialized help and a 
willingness to do that on more than a one time basis. So with our mission of conservation in 
mind and a desire to get more accomplished, we’ve recruited and provided some assistance to 
individuals willing to help us out. For our Ambassadors, it’s a great way for them to volunteer in 
a role that is very meaningful, to learn new things and make use of their skills and talents, and to 

meet others who share similar interests in helping northern Michigan. 

While many people understandably think very local (such as right in their backyard) when it comes 
to conservation, our Ambassadors tend to be people who are thinking about the region as a whole. Wildlife corridors that cross 
county boundaries; watershed management that addresses the root cause of water quality problems; long-term, multi-partner 
projects that engage communities—these are all types of things that our Ambassadors like to think about and exactly the type of 
work Huron Pines is most interested in. 

The next few pages highlight just a snapshot of what some of our Ambassadors are up to. If you’d like to get more involved 
and join Eric, Elaine, Debbie, Nick, John, Chip, Marie, Carol, Claire and Dave, give us a call. We’d be glad to set up an in person 
overview of the program and get you set up with materials, equipped with some HP gear, and plugged in as your interests and 
time allow.

Partnership with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Expands
Huron Pines is pleased to announce the start of three major initiatives to benefit the natural resources 
and communities of northern Michigan. These projects involve many partners from the public and private 
sector and our organization has worked closely with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) to 
bring them to fruition. Look for much more information to come soon, and here’s a brief synopsis:

The Rifle River Watershed Project is doubling in size and scope. Thanks to a recent $693,000 grant award 
from the Sustain Our Great Lakes program (SOGL) work will expand to adjacent rivers to reconnect fish 
habitat, improve water quality, remove invasive species and restore wetlands. Look for more detail on the 
Northern Saginaw Bay Restoration Initiative soon. 

Huron Pines has also received $522,000 from SOGL to implement the Northern Michigan Private Lands Stewardship program 
in collaboration with the Conservation Resource Alliance and other partners. Created to provide an increased variety of 
programs available to private landowners, the program will help provide one-on-one assistance to implement projects like 
stream restoration and wildlife habitat improvement on private lands as well as help landowners connect directly with land 
conservancies, consulting foresters and conservation districts to achieve individual management goals. The funding will greatly 
boost private land technical assistance and programs, addressing a growing regional need. 

The Kirtland’s warbler population is on the rise due to successful habitat restoration and species management efforts by federal 
and state agencies, along with other partners. This conservation success story has led to discussions about potentially removing 
the Kirtland’s warbler from the federal Endangered Species List—a win for conservation and great story for northern Michigan. 
Before this decision can become a reality, long-term funding for key habitat management work must be in place and a Friends 
group needs to be assembled to provide an avenue for the private sector to work closely with government resource agencies. 
With recent funding provided by NFWF and agency partners, Huron Pines will be developing the Friends group, improving 
education and communications about the unique jack pine ecosystem, and helping to raise needed funds. The Kirtland’s 
Warbler Initiative is an exciting program where the process for delisting a species but continuing habitat protection 
efforts will help solidify the public-private partnership model at the national level for other delisting efforts. 

Look for more information on these exciting project developments in upcoming newsletters and on our website. For 
more about NFWF, visit www.nfwf.org.



Watershed Restoration
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The Three Ps to success—People, Partners, Projects 
John Ernst grew up in Northern Michigan. When he was in grade school he frequently rode his bike to the edge of 
town and caught brook trout in a small creek. That was when he learned that you need to “read” the water to find 
where eddies, holes and undercut banks are likely holding trout. 

As a young Civil Engineer, he learned that you sometimes need to “civilize” the water. You must force it to serve the 
needs of communities by flowing where and how they need it, sometimes through a bridge or culvert rather than 
over a road, other times through the pipes and fixtures of our homes.

As an older engineer, he was introduced to Fluvial Geomorphology. That is when he learned that the brook 
trout stream he had fished in his youth need not have been straightened, ditched and confined to culverts just 
to accommodate the shopping mall and parking lot that were built in the field it once meandered through. 
Accommodating civilization does not necessarily mean eliminating the habitat. 

“I hope that I’ve now reached a time when I can put to good use some of the things I have learned to help return 
brook trout to some of the many streams that have been ‘civilized.’” John states. 

“Huron Pines is dedicated to preserving our pristine streams and restoring those that have been degraded. By 
working with them I have the opportunity to help an organization that does those things, does them well and does 
them across so many of Michigan’s finest trout streams.”

On June 22nd, John Ernst took some time to mentor 
AmeriCorps members and volunteers on the finer arts of 
stream monitoring and engineering at our annual stream 
restoration workshop.

Road/Stream Crossings
Connecting aquatic habitats has been a Huron Pines 
specialty for the past 30 years and has led to measurable 
improvements in the health of our watersheds. This year 
alone we are replacing nearly 20 road/stream crossings in 
Presque Isle, Alpena, Montmorency, Otsego, Oscoda, Alcona 
and Ogemaw counties—resulting in over one million dollars 
invested in natural resource and community improvement 
projects. By having Ambassadors like John utilize their 
specialized skills in the beginning stages of a project, we’re 
able to more effectively and more quickly move projects 
into the implementation stage. 



Save the Date
We’re celebrating our 2012 volunteers with a party to end a productive season. 
Join Huron Pines staff, partners and volunteers as we spend some time relaxing and 
remembering all the wonderful work we accomplished this year. If you’ve volunteered 
with Huron Pines this year, look for your invitation in the mail in the weeks to come.

Huron Pines 2012 Volunteer Celebration
Friday, October 26, 2012

4–6 pm

Watershed Restoration
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Getting Into Service

Conservation at Every Age
Claire Erwin is a born doer. Early on in life, Claire learned 

the importance of taking action. Her family founded 
Harmonize for Hope in 1993 to raise funds for Muscular 
Dystrophy research. Inspired by her family, Claire’s sense of 
community involvement quickly grew. At the age of 10, she 
began spending time on the North Branch Au Sable River 

and was stirred by the natural beauty of Northeast Michigan.

“I felt like I was really part of it all at the cabin,” Claire responded 
when asked about her time up north.

Shortly after, Claire got involved in conservation projects 
including cedar planting, invasive species removal, building 
aquatic habitat and engaging the community in these projects. 
As a Huron Pines Ambassador, she is launching a Kids Corps. 

“It’s hard for kids to make that initial step into volunteering and I 
want to make it easier. I would love to get more youth interested 
in the environment. Once that first step is taken, it’s addictive,” 
Claire said about her goals for the Kids Corps.

As she heads into her junior year at Cranbrook Kingswood 
Schools, Claire is looking forward to getting her hands dirty and 
getting more people coming out to volunteer. Besides a strong 
ally in the conservation world, Claire is a weaver, gardener, 
international traveler, beekeeper, rower and truly an all-around 
inspiring person. We are very excited to have Claire on board. 
We look forward to expanding opportunities for youth to get out 
on our waters and into our forests to make a difference.

Claire Erwin helps out at a 
volunteer garden planting at 
Oscoda Elementary School. 



A Big Fan of the Rifle
If you’ve spent time in the Rifle River watershed recently it’s likely you’ve run into Dave Neal either on the river, 
enjoying coffee at the local hangout or engaged in community discussions about the wellbeing of the watershed. For 
over 20 years, Dave and his wife Nancy have enjoyed visiting their cabin in northern Michigan and have become very 
involved with all things Rifle. An avid fisherman and member of Ann Arbor Trout Unlimited, Dave has taken his love for 
the river and conservation and turned it into real results for the river. He has been actively involved with all aspects 
of the Rifle River Watershed project by participating in streambank inventories, helping organize and implement 
restoration days, and actively taking a leadership role with the Rifle River Technical Committee. 

“I have always enjoyed the beauty of our environment and wildlife. Doing things to preserve it for future generations 
has always been a priority for me. Working with Huron Pines where I feel their projects will make a difference is 
important,” Dave says, summing up his participation with Huron Pines. 

If Dave is not found on the river it’s likely he’s attending a sporting event. Though he currently works with the 
University of Michigan Health System he is an ardent Spartan—you’ll often find him sporting green and white!

Rifle River Watershed Restoration Project
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Dave Neal guided Restoration Project Manager 
Patrick Ertel and Huron Pines AmeriCorps member 
Garret Noyes on a recent erosion survey float on the 
Rifle River. On the right is one of the most severe 
erosion sites they found. After some modeling and 
analysis, we will work with the Technical Committee 
and landowners to develop solutions to problems like 
this.

Project Update
The Rifle River Watershed Project addresses water 
quality and wildlife habitat resource protection issues by 
incorporating environmental stewardship, comprehensive 
resource inventories and project prioritization, updating the 
watershed management plan and engaging stakeholders 
at all levels in decision making. This project uses a holistic 
watershed approach by striving to better connect resource 
users, local residents, farmers, business owners and 
governmental officials to the various land uses that not only 
exist in the river but outside of its banks to develop a deeper 
understanding of how land management and water quality 
are connected. Ambassadors like Dave Neal are fundamental 
in making those community connections resulting in long-
term sustainability for the area.



Rifle River Watershed Restoration Project Invasive Species

Conversations About Conservation
In the words of Marie Harrington, volunteering to help conserve our rivers means, “Good works and good times.” 
Marie has been a dynamic volunteer helping with river clean-ups, planting cedars, removing invasive species and, 
through it all, giving a voice to conservation. 

“I talk to people,” Marie said about her efforts as a Huron Pines Ambassador. 

She’s always been interested in the outdoors. Growing up a farm, Marie was keenly aware of the out-of-doors; the 
weather, the crops and the animals were part of her day-to-day considerations. Her summers were spent outside 
and not much has changed as an adult. Most days, you’ll find Marie out exploring on her kayak or hiking through the 
woods. 

All the while, Marie is sharing her passion for the river and the 
watershed with others. She works behind the scenes to meet 
people one-on-one and answer questions. For a lot of folks, 
understanding how and why natural resource conservation is 
important is the first step toward taking action. Marie’s patience 
and friendliness make her a natural at starting the conservation 
conversation.

When asked about her volunteer efforts, she said, “It never felt 
like work.” Since purchasing a cabin on the Au Sable River in 
2002, Marie’s been increasingly involved in projects to help the 
river and the watershed. Huron Pines is fortunate to have Marie 
on the Ambassador team. Her dialogue with partners, volunteers 
and those lucky to cross paths with her is helping to build 
support and enthusiasm for conservation in Northeast Michigan.

Marie Harrington isn’t afraid to get dyed blue in the 
process of removing invasive species (in this case, 
phragmites near Lincoln). 

Not Letting the Plants Win
Marie Harrington has been fighting purple 
loosestrife on the Au Sable River for several years 
now. Thanks to the efforts of the Au Sable River 
Restoration Committee, the Au Sable Property 
Owners Association, and other partners and 
volunteers, we are making headway against 
this beautiful but invasive plant. This year, the 
partnership, led by David Smith (Marie’s husband 
and Huron Pines Board member), “ranched” and 
released loosestrife-eating Galerucella beetles into 
the largest patches of loosestrife on the upper  
Au Sable. Here’s to lots of chewed plants next year!

On the phragmites front, the Huron Pines Invasive 
Species SWAT Team has completed phragmites 
site visits and is seeing an 80-90% success rate 
in last year’s treatments. The county permits are 
almost all in and we’ll be out killing the invasive 
phragmites from Cheboygan to Tawas by mid-
August. Many landowners are banding together 
to treat large blocks of land and some are even 
doing it on their own. As we make headway 
against phragmites on the coast, we’re turning 
our attentions inward: by restructuring our 
Cooperative Weed Management Agreement to 
prioritize sites and species throughout Northeast 
Michigan, we’re planning our next steps for 
preventing invasive species in the entire region.

To read a copy of the CWMA or report an invasive 
species anywhere in Northeast Michigan, visit 
www.huronpines.org.
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Ambassadors Nick Myers and 
Carol Rose recently helped out 
at our volunteer event on the 
Thunder Bay River, working with 
volunteers to complete stream 
monitoring for upcoming road/
stream crossing projects.

Increasing Huron Pines’ Impact
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Our Ambassadors Make A Difference
Carol Rose
With a perfect mix of energy and enthusiasm, Carol is one of those volunteers who 
seem comfortable doing just about anything. You can find her working in the stream, 
making a site visit to help a landowner, making presentations, facilitating meetings 
and leading committees.

Nick Myers
Nick Myers is joining the Ambassador team from the sunrise side of the state. Nick is 
originally from West Virginia and moved to Alpena in 2011 with his wife. Nick brings a 
background in coastal resource management to Michigan and is ready to literally get 
his feet wet in the Thunder Bay River Watershed.

Chip Erwin
Not many people are willing to work behind the scenes to set up and participate 
in developing foundation support, but for Chip it’s an important part of helping an 
organization like Huron Pines be successful. That type of volunteer help is what makes 
us able to build bridges, remove invasive species and keep our waters healthy.

Elaine Carlson
Even before retiring as a DNR wildlife biologist, Elaine was an active volunteer in 
helping Huron Pines develop and implement programs. Her participation with our 
nominating committee, advice in developing new projects and willingness to speak up 
and share her perspective are part of what makes HP successful. 

Eric Bankhead
Implementing the successful River Keeper’s program on the North Branch Au Sable 
has led to Eric working with Huron Pines staff to share the model with others. So many 
of our projects rely on the eyes and ears of key volunteers that Eric and the program 
he coordinates is a template we’re taking to others.

Debbie Boyd
Debbie Boyd isn’t afraid to get dirty. As a volunteer, Debbie has worked through the 
rain and mud to get the job done. With a home on the Au Sable River, Debbie brings a 
passion for river stewardship and a special kindness to each hour of her service.

Special Gifts
Huron Pines has been fortunate to have a growing number of donors and volunteers 
and with that has come inquiries as to other ways people can help support habitat 
restoration efforts in Northeast Michigan. If you see the value in the projects we lead, 
please consider making a meaningful gift. 

Gifts in memorial of individuals provide a nice way to honor the memory of a loved one 
or friend who has passed. We’re also able to accommodate gifts in honor of someone, 
recognizing extra efforts in conservation or other interests.

Planned giving has grown in popularity and is a way to leave a legacy. With estate 
planning you can leave a gift to Huron Pines upon your death or set up a gift in a 
charitable remainder trust right now. You should consult your tax and estate planning 
advisor to obtain more information on the best program that fits your situation. If you 
are interested, we’d like to talk with you about the importance of such gifts to our future 
efforts and provide any information you need. If you’ve already included Huron Pines in 
your planning, please let us know so that we can be sure to express our appreciation. 



Recent Supporters

Special Thanks to  
Our Major Donors
$20,000+
Americana Foundation
The Carls Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
Saginaw Bay Watershed 

Initiative Network (WIN)
The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren 

Shelden Foundation

$5,000+
Anglers of the Au Sable
Au Sable North Branch Area 

Foundation
DTE Energy Foundation
Great Lakes Commission
Healing Our Waters-Great 

Lakes Coalition
Mullett Lake Area Preservation 

Society
Rocky Mountain Elk 

Foundation
Upper Black River Council

Watershed Champions 
$2,500+

Bay Area Community 
Foundation

Big Creek Township
Challenge Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
Mason-Griffith Founders 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited
William B. Mershon Chapter of 

Trout Unlimited
Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society
Rice Family Foundation/Mr. 

and Mrs. Arthur L. Rice, III

River Patrons $1,000 - $2,499
Au Sable Big Water 

Preservation Association
Eric Bankhead and Connie 

Schrieber
Gregory and Cecilia Bator
Thomas Buhr
Community Foundation for 

Northeast Michigan

Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan

Dawson Kure Family
Grayrock Rodmakers Gathering
Robert and Bette Jordan
County of Oscoda

Sustainers $500 - $999
Ann Arbor Chapter of Trout 

Unlimited
E. James “Chip” and Betsy 

Erwin
Higgins Lake Foundation
Joe and Judi Jarecki
Robert and Michaele Malecki
Michigan Tree Farm Committee
Roger Rasmussen
Mark and Pam Rohr
County of Roscommon
Paul and Carol Rose
Katharine Ryan
Pat and Vicki Springstead
Robert and Mary Tarkowski
Twin Lakes Property Owners 

Association

Special Thanks to Our Agency 
Funders

Michigan Community Service 
Commission

Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality

Michigan Department of 
Military & Veterans Affairs 

Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources

Michigan Natural Features 
Inventory

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
U.S. Forest Service

Partners $100 - $499
Guy and Angie Adamec
Larry and Joanne Brock
Gerald and Rose Anne Burke
Don and Kathy Burkley
Richard and Marsha Carlson

Douglas and Shannon Cheek
Consumers Energy
Bill Darooge
Christopher and Laura Fluke
Don Inman and Virginia Pierce
William and Sheryl Isenstein
Jerry Jensen
David and Myra Juhnke
Frank Kohl
Mike Mathieu
Guy Moulthrop
Walter Novak
Raietta Ott
Richard and Lillian Perry
Merrill Petoskey
Joseph and Carole Plunkey
Colman and Gloria Sanders
Glenn and Moon Seagren
Brad and Jill Seitzinger
Daniel and Jeanne Stock
David Stolle
Judd and Mary Ann Wellard
Harold Willis

Supporters
Peter and Mary Albertson
Au Sable River Center
Dick and Marilyn Bachelor
Karl Benghauser
Michael and Terri Cwik
James Czarkowski
John Dempsey
John Edwards
Charles and Beverly Gillece
Helen Grainger
Michael and Chris Grant
Barbara Gray
Daniel Hayes
Frank Hinzmann
Stewart Kerr
Gary and Linda Kesler
Carol Kugler
Robert and Karen Luetje
Constance MacClaren
Joe Marcotte, Lazy J Farms
Keith and Cathy Martell, 

Martell Forestry
Randy and Jeanette Mateer
Robert Mawn
Leonard Mazur
Alfred and Janice Michelini

Jim Muratzki
Doris Parker
Donald and Dorothy Peacor
Ron Peckens, Fisheye Internet 

Solutions & Hosting
Robert and Diane Reeve
Peter and Pat Schmid
Dan and Amy Schoeck
Shirley Schultz
Leo and Sylvia Schuster
Ed Sedorchuk
Joan Shively
Stewart and Carol Smith
George and Elizabeth Smojver
Michael and Suzanne 

Sorrentino
Bill and Charity Steere
John and Jacqueline Stuart
Wayne Suida
Kathleen Trock
Mark and Deborah Weber
Chuck Wheeker

In Honor Of
Busch Family from Tammy 

Busch

In Memory Of

O.B. Eustis  
from Ginny and Howard 

French

Robert Flanagan  
from Bea Flanagan

Ann Gillis from Robert Gillis

Dave Gregory  
from George Shaw and  

Bonita Marsh

Mr. and Mrs. Don Ingle 
from Don and Sis Pierce

William L. Myers  
from Sharon Myers

William Richards  
from Nancy Richards Tayler

James L. Williams  
from Virginia 

Williams

The Board and Staff of Huron Pines are thankful for the support of our members and 
project contributors. These contributors are directly responsible for making our work possible. 
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“Happy trails” to Gene Stagner, a longtime Huron 
Pines volunteer and active member of the Pine 
River-Van Etten Lake Coalition and the Au Sable 

Big Water Preservation Association. Gene 
recently moved out of the area; his helping 
hands and aquatic insect knowledge will be 
missed on many of our projects!

Dave Neal and Matt Pollard for facilitating our Rifle River Watershed Management Plan public meetings.

Todd Golebiewski and River View Canoe and Campground for continued support of the Rifle River Watershed project 
by donating equipment and participating in a special Rifle River Watershed panel discussion.

Charlie Bauer, MDEQ, for facilitating watershed management plan discussions for the Rifle River Watershed.

Curt Hillman, Mike Bachelder and Tom Youatt for participating in a special Rifle River Watershed panel discussion.

Mike and Diane Deerfield for donation of office furniture and working with us so well on the move. 

Chris Engle for the great coverage of our work in the Gaylord Herald Times.

Jerry and Scott Nunn and The Guide, especially for arranging for us to have the exhibit at the MI Welcome Center. 

The Durkee Lakes Hunt Club and Mark Cunningham for hosting our annual board/staff retreat and tour of habitat 
projects.

Ollar Consulting for providing some technology support.

Steve Mazur for providing a wonderful campsite on the Ocqueoc throughout the summer.

Dave Neal for stewarding us down the Rifle River to investigate numerous erosion sites.

John Roby for helping spot vehicles and transport the crew while working on the Ocqueoc.

Roger Fechner and Glen Eberly for investigating potential projects and facilitating landowner discussions on behalf of 
Huron Pines.

Staff at Camp Hayo-Went-Ha for a wonderful Huron Pines AmeriCorps member orientation.

Great Lakes Potato Chip Co. for donating chips for the AmeriCorps Week Signature Service Project.

Carol Buxton for helping organize our Otsego County garlic mustard volunteer event.

Higgins Lake Foundation and Roscommon County Community Foundation for help with greenbelt tour.

Andrea Ania, of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service for helping with the June River Restoration Training.

Robert J. Parks Library in Oscoda for hosting our July 27 Invasive Species training.

Contech Engineered Solutions, LLC, for their contribution of a sample culvert for educational purposes.
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www.huronpines.org
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Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2

Gaylord, MI 49735

Phone: (989) 448-2293
E-mail: info@huronpines.org

Website: www.huronpines.org

Board of Directors
Connie Schrieber, Chair

Jerry Rucker, Vice Chairman 
Tom Young, Treasurer
Joe Jarecki, Secretary

Anne Belanger
Ned Caveney

Roger Rasmussen
Paul Rose

David Smith
Kris Sorgenfrei

Executive Director
Brad Jensen

Staff
Lisha Ramsdell,  

Program Director

Abigail Ertel,  
Watershed Project Manager

Patrick Ertel,  
Restoration Project Manager

Jennifer Muladore, Ecologist

Sam Prentice, Watershed Project 
Manager

Ken Reed,  
Restoration Specialist

Tim Engelhardt, 
Restoration Specialist

Casey Ressl,  
AmeriCorps Coordinator

Susan La Vanture,  
Staff Accountant

Jill Scarzo,  
Program Assistant

Shannon Riling, 
Administrative  

Assistant

Board and Staff

Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Huron Pines has now placed 60 AmeriCorps members with conservation organizations 
since the start of the program in 2007. Each year, our members exceed our 
expectations, breaking new ground and attaining heights we never imagined. We 
brought on an additional eight AmeriCorps members in May and now have 14 
members serving across Northeast Michigan. 

Liz Banda, Michigan Trout Unlimited
Whitney Belaski, Huron Pines
Katherine Brown, Little Traverse Conservancy
Justin Burchett, Otsego Conservation District 
Wayne Cantwell, Environmental Office-Camp Grayling National Guard Base
Emily Cook, HeadWaters Land Conservancy 
Jocylen Fox, Antrim Conservation District
Philip Hartmeyer, Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
Kimberly Martin, Huron Pines
Daniel Moffatt, Michigan Sea Grant/Northeast Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship 

Initiative 
Garrett Noyes, Huron Pines 
Harriet Smith, Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
Lisa Tobin, Au Sable River Watershed Committee
Karie Whitman, Crawford-Roscommon Conservation District

Since starting, members have reenergized old programs and launched a number of 
new programs. Some of the highlights from the first half of their service include:

• 5,856 students and 1,989 adults reached through environmental stewardship 
programs

• 533 volunteers engaged in projects that will strengthen natural resources in their 
community

• 2.69 miles of river and 243.1 acres of land cleaned or improved

• 29 landowners reached through site visits

Members not only impact Michigan’s land, water and people through hands-on 
projects, they perform critical planning projects that will guide future restoration 
efforts. We’d like to thank our members and look forward to a productive second half 
of the field season.

Special Thanks To...



This organization is an equal opportunity provider.  
Huron Pines is a not-for-profit, nongovernmental, 501(c)(3) organization working to  

conserve the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan.

Get Reconnected

Huron Pines 
4241 Old US 27 South, Suite 2
Gaylord MI 49735

Address Service Requested

A recent State of Michigan land acquisition has precipitated good 
things for the Black River in Cheboygan County. By leveraging 
the price of the land, Huron Pines has secured federal dollars 
from the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service to remove Saunders Dam. 
Impacting the very headwaters of the Black River, Saunders Dam 
prevents fish passage to more than 8 miles of stream and causes 
the water to warm an average of 3 degrees. Over the course of 
the next 2 years, the 4-foot high dam will be slowly lowered and 
removed, restoring the natural hydrology and temperature in the 
headwaters of the Black River. Furthermore, fish in the river will 
be able to access headwater spawning areas and benefit from 
colder, faster water.

www.huronpines.org


