
 Baby’s Breath 
Gypsophila paniculata 

 Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat   
 

Identify it! 
Baby’s breath is a perennial, bushy herb that can grow up to 4’ tall.  
It has branched clusters of many small flowers which each have five white  
petals. Baby’s breath spreads by seed with a single plant averaging 13,000  
seeds. These seeds are carried by the wind and can travel great distances.  
Once established, this plant forms dense stands that are difficult to control.   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
But first, don’t plant it! Wildflower seed mixes may contain baby’s breath seed.  
Remove the plant in the spring when its leaves and tap root are small.  
Dig it up, making sure to sever the caudex (where stem joins root, about 8”  
underground). Baby’s breath can also be treated with herbicide.   

 

Understand it! 
Baby's breath is an ornamental species—very popular in floral  
arrangements—that has escaped cultivation and invaded upland  
areas, roadsides, grasslands and fragile Great Lakes dunes.  
Baby’s breath out-competes native plants and takes over their  
habitat, where it provides no food or habitat for native wildlife.  
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Black Swallow-wort 
Vincetoxicum nigrum  

 

 Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat  
 

Identify it! 
Black swallow-wort is a perennial vine that grows aggressively to overtake  
native plants. Its dark green, waxy leaves are simple, opposite, narrow and  
oblong to ovate with a pointed tip. The leaves emit a pungent herbal smell  
if crushed. Flowers bloom in June-August and are purplish-black and small  
with five petals. In late summer, leaves turn golden and seed pods appear  
which resemble those of milkweed (this plant is in the milkweed family).   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org.  

Remove it! 
Hand-pulling this plant is difficult as its roots are fragile. Digging is a better way  
to remove (be sure to remove all roots from the site). Herbicide applied to leaves  
is also an option. Permits may be required for herbicide use near water;  
contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
Native to southern Europe, black swallow-wort can reproduce when seed pods  
split to release seeds in mid-summer but can also reproduce from rhizomes or shoots  
of a parent plant. It can tolerate a range of light and soil conditions and is found in  
hardwood forests, open prairies, fields, savannas and roadsides. May contribute to decline  
of butterflies, which are attracted to its flowers though its leaves are inedible to caterpillars.  
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Identify it! 
Buckthorn is a deciduous woody shrub that can grow 10-25’ tall and is most often 
found along roadsides, woodland edges, prairies and old farm fields. Glossy buckthorn 
leaves are dark green, oval and shiny with smooth edges. Common buckthorn leaves 
are similar, but with toothed edges. Both produce round, pea sized black berries.   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Seedlings and plants up to 2” in diameter can be pulled or dug with hand tools. 
Remove as much of the root as possible. Leave in place to dry, or if berries are 
present, bag and dispose of branches. Large plants can be treated with herbicide in 
early spring, late summer or fall. Permits may be required for herbicide use near 
water; contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
Buckthorn produces dense shade and a thick physical barrier that suppresses growth 
of native vegetation and degrades wildlife habitat. Its prolific fruit production creates 
a large food bank for birds and mammals who eat and distribute the seeds. 
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Buckthorn (Common & Glossy) 
Rhamnus cathartica/frangula (common/glossy)  
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European Frog-bit 
Hydrocharis morsus-ranae  

 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 

Identify it! 
European frog-bit has round, smooth, leathery, heart-shaped leaves and 
a white flower about 1/2” in diameter. The floating leaves have stalks about 2 ½” long  
that form a rosette on a short stem. By mid-summer, this plant can spread to form thick  
mats of interlocking plants. It overwinters in the soil by dropping structures called turions. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
European frog-bit can be removed manually by hand-pulling. Make sure to  
pull the entire root up as root fragments can regrow into new plants.  
Once pulled, dispose in the trash or compost.  
 

Understand it! 
Originally from Switzerland, this plant was brought to Canada intentionally  
for use at an arboretum in 1932 and spread to the United States from there.  
Left unchecked, European frog-bit can clog waterways, damaging wildlife  
habitat and impairing navigation. 
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Flowering Rush 
Butomus umbellatus  

 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat 
Identify it! 
Flowering rush is a perennial, emergent aquatic plant that likes shallow  
or slow-moving water. Leaves emerging from the water can grow 3’ tall and  
are stiff, narrow and triangular in cross-section. The pink or white flowers have  
3 petals and 3 sepals and bloom late summer through early fall.  
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Cut flowering rush below the water surface. Cutting won’t kill the plant, but  
will decrease its abundance. Multiple cuts may be required as the plant  
grows back from the root. Any cut plant parts must be removed from the water.  
 

Understand it! 
Originally from Eurasia, this plant threatens marshes, backwaters and shorelines.  
Once established it spreads by rhizomes and root pieces that break off and form new 
plants, and by water and ice movements carrying it to new areas of the water body.  
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Garlic Mustard 
Alliaria petiolata  

 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 
Identify it! 
Garlic mustard is a biennial plant, meaning it has a two-year life cycle.  
First year plants produce round, scallop-edged, dark green rosettes of  
3-4 leaves. Second year plants grow stems 1-3’ tall and small white flowers with 
4 petals. Stems and heart-shaped leaves smell like garlic when crushed.  

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
You can pull this plant easily by hand. Place all plants in garbage bags if they are 
flowering. If not yet flowering they can be spread out within the infested area 
to dry out (but don’t pile them). For dense patches, herbicides may be used.  
 

Understand it! 
Garlic mustard was originally brought here as a garden herb for its medicinal 
and food value. Having escaped cultivation, it grows aggressively, even emitting 
a chemical from its roots that is toxic to native plants. Prolific seed producers, 
each plant drops hundreds of seeds per year that remain viable for 5-7 years.  
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Invasive Honeysuckles 
  Lonicera maackii, L. tatarica, L. morrowii (Amur, Tatarian & Morrow honeysuckle) 

 
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Widespread Invaders 
Identify it! 
These upright shrubs can grow 6-15’ tall. All have dark green, egg-shaped leaves  
that are opposite along the stem. Older branches are often hollow, unlike native 
honeysuckles that have solid stems. The tubular flowers are white on the Amur 
and Morrow (changing to yellow with age) and pink on the Tatarian honeysuckle. 
Berries can be red, orange or yellow and are eaten and dispersed by birds. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Young shrubs can be pulled or dug up. For larger plants, cut and treat stumps  
(and sprouts from cut stems) with systemic herbicide, such as glyphosate.  
 

Understand it! 
These plants take over abandoned fields, roadsides, woodlands and marsh edges. 
Morrow’s honeysuckle can also invade bogs, fens and lakeshores. These plants can 
rapidly overtake open areas, forming a dense shrub layer that crowds and shades out 
native plants. The fruits of exotic bush honeysuckles are abundant and rich in 
carbohydrates, but do not provide migrating birds the fats and nutrients needed for long 
flights. These berries are a poor substitute for fruits of native plants they crowd out. 
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Japanese & Giant Knotweed 
Fallopia japonica & Fallopia sachalinensis  

 

 Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 
Identify it! 
These large, herbaceous plants can grow more than 13’ each growing season. Hollow 
stems with distinct raised nodes that give the plant the appearance of bamboo, 
though not closely related. Leaves are simple, alternate and broad with a pointed tip 
and flat base. Creamy white flowers bloom in spikes in late summer and early fall.   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Japanese and giant knotweed are difficult to kill, even with herbicides,  
because of a massive underground system of rhizomes. Permits 
are usually needed  for herbicide use in or around water bodies;  
contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
Native to eastern Asia, these plants have been widely sold for  
landscaping. Extremely aggressive spreaders, it’s common to see  
new stems sprouting through cracks in the pavement and damaging  
building foundations. Below-ground rhizomes that have not been  
entirely killed may send up new shoots even three years later.  
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Japanese Barberry 
Berberis thunbergii 

 
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 
Identify it! 
This dense, spiny shrub grows 2-8’ tall and has brown, deeply-grooved branches  
that are somewhat zig-zag in form with a single sharp spine at each node. Leaves  
are small and oval or spatula-shaped with smooth margins. Produces small yellow 
flowers that hang in umbrella-shaped clusters along the stems, and red berries. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
First, don’t plant it! Japanese barberry is often sold at nurseries as an ornamental 
plant. Small plants can be pulled by hand, using thick gloves to avoid injury from 
spines. Barberry can resprout from root fragments remaining in the soil, so  
thorough removal of root portions is important. Hand pulling or digging  
can be combined with herbicides to control large populations.  
 

Understand it! 
Japanese barberry is adaptable to a variety of open and wooded habitats,  
wetlands and disturbed areas. Japanese barberry forms dense stands  
and alters soil pH, nitrogen levels, and biological activity in the soil. 
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Oriental Bittersweet 
                            Celastrus orbiculatus  
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat 
Identify it! 
These leafy, deciduous, sprawling vines have many light brown or gray branches  
(with green young growth) that can be up to 4” thick and climb over 60’.  
Its glossy green leaves are arranged alternately along the stem and become yellow in 
late summer. They are round, oblong or teardrop shaped with finely toothed margins 
and sometimes a long, tapering point. Produces small, greenish-yellow blossoms with  
5 petals and clusters of 1-3 fruits that turn bright yellow or orange in late summer.  
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
These vines can be pulled or dug out by the roots and removed from the area when 
small. Fruiting vines should be bagged and disposed of in the trash. Cutting the vines 
without removing the roots or chemically treating the stems will stimulate regrowth.  
 

Understand it! 
Oriental bittersweet is native to eastern China, Korea and Japan and was introduced 
to the U.S. in the mid-1800s. Originally grown as an ornamental, it has escaped 
cultivation and spread rapidly. It climbs and smothers trees, shrubs and other 
vegetation creating dense shade and eventually killing or girdling native plants.  
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Phragmites 
Phragmites australis  

 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Widespread Invader 
Identify it! 
This perennial wetland grass can grow more than 15’ tall. Stems are a dull tan color, 
unlike the native red-stemmed phragmites. Distinctive purple-brown plume forms  
by late July producing 2000 seeds annually. Spreads through seeds and rhizomes.  
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Herbicide application is commonly used to control phragmites. Small stands can be 
treated by injecting stems, hand swiping or selectively spraying with backpack  
sprayers. Permits are usually required for herbicide use in or around water bodies;  
contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
This plant thrives along coastlines and wetlands. Tall, dense stands block shoreline 
views, lowering property values and making it difficult for humans or wildlife to access 
water bodies. Phragmites replaces native plants, resulting in a loss of wildlife habitat 
and biodiversity. There is a similar native phragmites that can be distinguished with a 
little practice.  
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Purple Loosestrife 
Lythrum salicaria  

 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Widespread Invader 

Identify it! 
Purple loosestrife spreads rapidly along shorelines. It has a distinct square-
shaped stem and bright magenta flowers with 5-7 petals that bloom from July-
October. The plant can reach 6’ tall and larger plants can have multiple stems. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Purple loosestrife can be removed by manual pulling (make sure to get all the 
roots!), digging or use of herbicides. Galerucella beetles that eat the plant are 
also used as a biological control method. Permits are usually required for 
herbicide use in or around water bodies; contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for 
more information.  
 

Understand it! 
Purple loosestrife is a perennial herb native to Eurasia. At one time it was a 
widely used ornamental because of its beautiful showy flowers. Left unchecked it 
can form a dense monoculture, outcompeting native vegetation that provides 
higher quality food and habitat for wildlife.   
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Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Widespread Invader 

Identify it! 
Purple loosestrife spreads rapidly along shorelines. It has a distinct square-
shaped stem and bright magenta flowers with 5-7 petals that bloom from July-
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Report it! 
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Tree of Heaven 
Ailanthus altissima 

 
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat 

Identify it! 
Tree of heaven is a fast-growing deciduous tree that can grow more  
than 80’ tall. Leaves are compound and composed of 11-25 smaller  
leaflets with smooth margins except for one or more rounded teeth at the base. 
Undersides of each leaflet have a round, thickened gland near the base of each 
tooth. This tree has clusters of small, yellowish green flowers near branch tips.  
All parts of this plant have a strong unpleasant odor when crushed or bruised. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
The most effective method of control for Tree of Heaven seems to be applying 
herbicides to leaves, basal bark, cut stems or cut stumps. It is relatively easy to kill 
the aboveground portion of tree of heaven, but you must also kill or seriously 
damage the root system or the plant can regenerate through stumps/roots.  
Wear gloves and use caution: sap is toxic and can be absorbed through the skin!  
 

Understand it! 
Tree of heaven will grow almost anywhere including disturbed forest edges, 
roadsides and urban areas. One plant can produce up to 350,000 seeds a year.  
Once established, it can quickly take over a site and form an impenetrable  
thicket that reduces the light available to plants growing beneath. It also  
releases chemicals into the soil that inhibit growth of other plants. 
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Wild Parsnip 
Pastinaca sativa 

 

 Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 
Identify it! 
Wild parsnip spends one or more years in a rosette stage at about 6” tall, then can reach  4' high  
on stout, grooved stems in the flowering stage where it blooms and dies. Leaves are alternate  
and made of 5-15 egg-shaped leaflets that are sharply toothed. Summer-blooming flower clusters  
are flat-topped and up to 6” wide with numerous five-petaled yellow flowers.  
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
WARNING- Avoid skin contact with the toxic sap of the plant tissue by  
wearing gloves, long sleeves and long pants. Wild parsnip oils contacting  
skin in the presence of sunlight can cause a painful rash and blistering!   
Wild parsnip can be removed by hand pulling or cutting the plant  
below the root crown before seeds set, then removing the cut plant.  
It can also be treated chemically using a glyphosate herbicide. 
 

Understand it! 
A native of Europe and Asia, this plant has escaped from cultivation as a root vegetable  
and is now common throughout the U.S. It invades slowly, but once populations build  
they spread rapidly and can severely alter healthy native ecosystems, wet and dry.  
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New Zealand Mudsnail 
   Potamopyrgus antipodarum  

Identify it! 
Averaging less than an 1/8 of an inch long, notice they have 5 
to 6 whorls on their shell. Shells can range from light brown to 
black. New Zealand mudsnails can be very difficult to identify! 
 

 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives  
or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
This invader has been identified in the Au Sable and Pere 
Marquette Rivers, monitoring for new occurrences of the New 
Zealand mudsnail are encouraged. Currently the primary 
causes of the spread of this species are fishing and paddling gear.  

 

Understand it! 
A very important step of controlling the New Zealand mudsnail is limiting their 
range. Be sure you are double checking your gear, boat, and yourself for any 
invasives trying to hitch a ride! 
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How can you help?  
 

 Thoroughly clean and disinfect your gear between uses. 

 Use a stiff brush to remove visible snails from wading shoes and waders, boats, anchors, 
ropes, and landing nets, and ensure that all mud and debris is removed. 

 Several chemicals have been found effective for killing these 
snails.  One is full-strength Formula 409 cleaner.   

 Soak equipment in this solution for a minimum of 10 
minutes, then thoroughly rinse with clean water and allow 
to dry.   

 Snails can live for many days out of water so inspect gear inside 
and out thoroughly after cleaning. 

 According to Michigan Trout Unlimited, it may be time to 
reconsider using felt soles, because they can pick up and hold 
more snails and are more difficult to clean and disinfect 
effectively.  

 
For more information visit huronpines.org/invasives  
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