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Join the Huron Pines Frog-Bit Challenge and “Pull it Together” for Healthy Waters 
 
Looking to make a difference this summer while spending some time out on the water? Join Huron Pines 
and our partners to keep Northeast Michigan’s waters healthy by participating in a fun and friendly 
competition called the Frog-Bit Challenge. Beginning June 10 we’re asking community members like you to 
pull and report bags of the invasive species European frog-bit to help us achieve a goal of removing 10,000 
pounds from our region’s lakes and rivers over the summer. Because it is a new invader to Northeast 
Michigan, it’s the perfect time to keep this aggressive aquatic plant at bay before it takes over healthy 
shorelines in special places like Fletcher Pond, the Alpena Wildlife Sanctuary and Lake Huron coastal 
wetlands.  
 
The Frog-Bit Challenge begins with a kickoff event on Friday, June 10 from 10:00am-2:00pm at Alpena’s 
beautiful Duck Park. Come join Huron Pines staff, AmeriCorps members and project partners for a day of 
fun outdoor learning—Participants will be trained to identify and remove European frog-bit and learn how 
to report and properly dispose of the bags of frog-bit pulled over the summer. To attend the June 10 
kickoff, RSVP by calling (989) 448-2293 ext. 21 or emailing rsvp@huronpines.org. Participants should dress 
for the weather and bring a reusable water bottle to help reduce waste. Snacks, lunch and training 
resources will be provided.  
 
“We’ve been seeing European frog-bit beginning to get a foothold along shorelines in the Thunder Bay 
River Watershed over the past couple of years,” explains Huron Pines AmeriCorps member Dylan Goodell. 
“It’s exciting to be able to involve community members in solving this problem with the Frog-Bit Challenge, 
and we’re making it fun by awarding prizes at the end of the summer. We’ll have prizes for categories 
including for volunteers who remove the most frog-bit and who collects the best picture and story while 
pulling.” 
 
The Frog-Bit Challenge is being sponsored by Eagle Creek Renewable Energy, a company that operates 
hydroelectric dams on the Thunder Bay River. Their investment in the natural resources of Northeast 
Michigan is a testament to their dedication to working cooperatively with resource agencies and others to 
provide safe and environmentally sound services for the benefit of the public.  
 
“This effort will be a great example of community members and partners from the nonprofit, government 
and business sectors coming together to make a big difference protecting Northeast Michigan’s amazing 
water resources,” adds Joy Leisen, Huron Pines Special Projects Coordinator. “We’re inspired by partners 
like Eagle Creek Renewable Energy who are taking action and rallying around a common goal to protect 
the wildlife habitat and recreational opportunities that make our communities wonderful places to be.”  
 
European frog-bit spread to Michigan after escaping cultivation in Ottawa in the 1930s. This aquatic plant 
is very fast growing and has spread to Lakes Ontario, Erie and Huron as well as many rivers and inland 
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lakes. The plant, which looks like small lily pads with white flowers, reproduces from fragments, seeds and 
root structures called turions. If allowed to take over, frog-bit forms dense mats that can prevent other 
plants from growing; when the plants die after the growing season the decomposing process also removes 
oxygen from the water. These changes can greatly impact the native plants and animals that rely on 
healthy shoreline habitat. Because it creates a dense physical barrier, frog-bit also negatively impacts 
recreational activities like boating and swimming. By working together and participating in the Frog-Bit 
Challenge you can make a difference and help protect Northeast Michigan’s lakes and streams! 
 
Huron Pines is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and equal opportunity provider with a mission to protect 
the Great Lakes by conserving the forests, lakes and streams of Northeast Michigan. By investing in healthy 
water, wildlife and communities and providing active leadership and coordination of conservation projects, 
we make the region a better place to live, work and enjoy. Join the Frog-Bit Challenge and find resources at 
www.huronpines.org/invasives or learn more about our work by visiting www.huronpines.org.   

Participants in Huron Pines’ Frog-Bit Challenge will receive ongoing support, training and resources.  
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               A group of volunteers works together to restore a healthy shoreline at Alpena’s Duck Park in 2015. 
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