
GRASSLANDS
O p e n  l a n d s  b r i m m i n g  w i t h  w i l d l i f e  &  n a t i v e  p l a n t s

There are almost 7,000 species of grasses in the world and the 

iconic tallgrass prairies of the Midwest are home to more than 300 

kinds of grasses and wildflowers. Grasslands are critical for 

providing food, nesting and brood-rearing areas, year-round cover 

and winter shelter for animals like pheasants, elk and more! 

LEARN MORE: HURONPINES.ORG

Interesting facts about Michigan's grasslands: 

Native plant havens: grasslands are home to many different 

native species, including big bluestem grass and goldenrods. 

Shaped by fire: Regular fires in grasslands help stimulate the 

growth of grasses and they prevent trees and shrubs from 

becoming established in the grasslands.

Native grasses have deep root systems that hold soil in place 

and prevent it from eroding away. The roots also absorb rainfall 

which helps prevent the soil from containing too many nutrients 

and it helps mitigate flooding.

Grasslands are a very important habitat for many species of 

birds, as they provide nesting areas and protection from the 

weather. 

PROTECT GRASSLANDS

Look out for and report the 

invasive plants in this packet 

Stop invasive species from 

taking over open areas

Protect clean water by 

keeping grazing livestock out 

of streams

Monitor Great Lakes wildlife 

by participating in citizen 

science



Native plants and animals found in grassland ecosystems:

Eastern massasauga rattlesnake 

Secretive locust

(Sistrurus catenatus):

This shy snake lives in open wetlands and swamps or in dry uplands where they sun themselves. Michigan 

is a last stronghold for this species of state special concern and it has been federally listed as threatened.

(Appalachia arcana):

The secretive locust is a relatively small grasshopper which does not have the ability to fly. The main threat 

to these grasshoppers is a pesticide called Dimilin, which is regulated for restricted use.

Pale agoseris (Agoseris glauca):

Merlin (Falco columbarius):

This falcon is about the size of a blue jay, and appears similar to American Kestrels in flight. The best time 

to see these birds is early spring, following the main migration of small birds, but be careful! Adult Merlins 

are known to be aggressive toward intruders in the nesting area.
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This species is found across the United Sates, and in Michigan it is found in portions of Montmorency, 

Otsego, Crawford and Oscoda counties. The pale agoseris has a single, large, yellow flower head, making 

it appear similar to the common dandelion. 
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