
 Baby’s Breath 
Gypsophila paniculata 

 Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat   
 

Identify it! 
Baby’s breath is a perennial, bushy herb that can grow up to 4’ tall.  
It has branched clusters of many small flowers which each have five white  
petals. Baby’s breath spreads by seed with a single plant averaging 13,000  
seeds. These seeds are carried by the wind and can travel great distances.  
Once established, this plant forms dense stands that are difficult to control.   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
But first, don’t plant it! Wildflower seed mixes may contain baby’s breath seed.  
Remove the plant in the spring when its leaves and tap root are small.  
Dig it up, making sure to sever the caudex (where stem joins root, about 8”  
underground). Baby’s breath can also be treated with herbicide.   

 

Understand it! 
Baby's breath is an ornamental species—very popular in floral  
arrangements—that has escaped cultivation and invaded upland  
areas, roadsides, grasslands and fragile Great Lakes dunes.  
Baby’s breath out-competes native plants and takes over their  
habitat, where it provides no food or habitat for native wildlife.  
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