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Black Swallow-wort 
Vincetoxicum nigrum  

 

 Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat  
 

Identify it! 
Black swallow-wort is a perennial vine that grows aggressively to overtake  
native plants. Its dark green, waxy leaves are simple, opposite, narrow and  
oblong to ovate with a pointed tip. The leaves emit a pungent herbal smell  
if crushed. Flowers bloom in June-August and are purplish-black and small  
with five petals. In late summer, leaves turn golden and seed pods appear  
which resemble those of milkweed (this plant is in the milkweed family).   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org.  

Remove it! 
Hand-pulling this plant is difficult as its roots are fragile. Digging is a better way  
to remove (be sure to remove all roots from the site). Herbicide applied to leaves  
is also an option. Permits may be required for herbicide use near water;  
contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
Native to southern Europe, black swallow-wort can reproduce when seed pods  
split to release seeds in mid-summer but can also reproduce from rhizomes or shoots  
of a parent plant. It can tolerate a range of light and soil conditions and is found in  
hardwood forests, open prairies, fields, savannas and roadsides. May contribute to decline  
of butterflies, which are attracted to its flowers though its leaves are inedible to caterpillars.  
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