
Identify it! 
Buckthorn is a deciduous woody shrub that can grow 10-25’ tall and is most often 
found along roadsides, woodland edges, prairies and old farm fields. Glossy buckthorn 
leaves are dark green, oval and shiny with smooth edges. Common buckthorn leaves 
are similar, but with toothed edges. Both produce round, pea sized black berries.   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Seedlings and plants up to 2” in diameter can be pulled or dug with hand tools. 
Remove as much of the root as possible. Leave in place to dry, or if berries are 
present, bag and dispose of branches. Large plants can be treated with herbicide in 
early spring, late summer or fall. Permits may be required for herbicide use near 
water; contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
Buckthorn produces dense shade and a thick physical barrier that suppresses growth 
of native vegetation and degrades wildlife habitat. Its prolific fruit production creates 
a large food bank for birds and mammals who eat and distribute the seeds. 
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