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Invasive species are an international problem  
and have already cost our state millions of dollars. 

Aggressive nonnative plants harm the habitats they invade by 
displacing native plant communities with dense monocultures that 
support many fewer wildlife species (especially insects and 
pollinators, which are the important base of our ecosystems).  
 

Invasive plants hurt the economy by degrading property values, 
blocking beach views and even damaging roads and building 
foundations. They also degrade recreational experiences and our  
Up North quality of life by making boating, beachgoing or hiking 
more difficult. (Ever tried to walk through a thick patch of 
buckthorn? It’s not pleasant!).   
 

The Huron Pines Invasive Species program is centered around an 
early-detection, rapid-response approach to manage the spread of 
invasive species. Early detection-rapid response is just what it 
sounds like: we find invasive species as soon as they begin to invade 
an area and treat them before they become a destructive, 
expensive problem. Northeast Michigan's natural resources are 
known for their high quality, and our goal is to keep them that way.  
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