
Invasive Honeysuckles 
  Lonicera maackii, L. tatarica, L. morrowii (Amur, Tatarian & Morrow honeysuckle) 

 
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Widespread Invaders 
Identify it! 
These upright shrubs can grow 6-15’ tall. All have dark green, egg-shaped leaves  
that are opposite along the stem. Older branches are often hollow, unlike native 
honeysuckles that have solid stems. The tubular flowers are white on the Amur 
and Morrow (changing to yellow with age) and pink on the Tatarian honeysuckle. 
Berries can be red, orange or yellow and are eaten and dispersed by birds. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Young shrubs can be pulled or dug up. For larger plants, cut and treat stumps  
(and sprouts from cut stems) with systemic herbicide, such as glyphosate.  
 

Understand it! 
These plants take over abandoned fields, roadsides, woodlands and marsh edges. 
Morrow’s honeysuckle can also invade bogs, fens and lakeshores. These plants can 
rapidly overtake open areas, forming a dense shrub layer that crowds and shades out 
native plants. The fruits of exotic bush honeysuckles are abundant and rich in 
carbohydrates, but do not provide migrating birds the fats and nutrients needed for long 
flights. These berries are a poor substitute for fruits of native plants they crowd out. 
 

www.huronpines.org 
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Look for small  
five-lobed flowers with 

five stamens in early 
summer 
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