
Japanese Barberry 
Berberis thunbergii 

 
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 
Identify it! 
This dense, spiny shrub grows 2-8’ tall and has brown, deeply-grooved branches  
that are somewhat zig-zag in form with a single sharp spine at each node. Leaves  
are small and oval or spatula-shaped with smooth margins. Produces small yellow 
flowers that hang in umbrella-shaped clusters along the stems, and red berries. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
First, don’t plant it! Japanese barberry is often sold at nurseries as an ornamental 
plant. Small plants can be pulled by hand, using thick gloves to avoid injury from 
spines. Barberry can resprout from root fragments remaining in the soil, so  
thorough removal of root portions is important. Hand pulling or digging  
can be combined with herbicides to control large populations.  
 

Understand it! 
Japanese barberry is adaptable to a variety of open and wooded habitats,  
wetlands and disturbed areas. Japanese barberry forms dense stands  
and alters soil pH, nitrogen levels, and biological activity in the soil. 
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