
Japanese Knotweed 
Fallopia japonica  

 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Local Priority 
Identify it! 
This large, herbaceous plant can grow more than 13’ each growing season. It has 
hollow stems with distinct raised nodes that give it the appearance of bamboo, 
though it is not closely related. Leaves are simple, alternate and broad with a pointed 
tip and flat base. Creamy white flowers bloom in spikes in late summer and early fall.   
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email jennifer@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
Japanese knotweed is difficult to kill, even with herbicides,  
because of its massive underground system of rhizomes. Permits 
are usually needed  for herbicide use in or around water bodies;  
contact Huron Pines or the DEQ for more information.  

 

Understand it! 
Native to eastern Asia, this plant has been widely sold for  
landscaping. An extremely aggressive spreader, it’s common to see  
new stems sprouting through cracks in the pavement and damaging  
building foundations. Below-ground rhizomes that have not been  
entirely killed may send up new shoots even three years later.  
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