
New Zealand Mudsnail 
   Potamopyrgus antipodarum  

Identify it! 
Averaging less than an 1/8 of an inch long, notice they have 5 
to 6 whorls on their shell. Shells can range from light brown to 
black. New Zealand mudsnails can be very difficult to identify! 
 

 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found! Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives  
or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
This invader has been identified in the Au Sable and Pere 
Marquette Rivers, monitoring for new occurrences of the New 
Zealand mudsnail are encouraged. Currently the primary 
causes of the spread of this species are fishing and paddling gear.  

 

Understand it! 
New Zealand mudsnails reproduce prolifically and compete with native species for 
food (especially our native macroinvertebrates). A very important step of 
controlling the New Zealand mudsnail is limiting their range. Be sure you are double 
checking your gear, boat, and yourself for any invasives trying to hitch a ride!  
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How can you help?  
 

 Thoroughly clean and disinfect your gear between uses. 

 Use a stiff brush to remove visible snails from wading shoes and waders, boats, anchors, 
ropes, and landing nets, and ensure that all mud and debris is removed. 

 Several chemicals have been found effective for killing these 
snails.  One is full-strength Formula 409 cleaner.   

 Soak equipment in this solution for a minimum of 10 
minutes, then thoroughly rinse with clean water and allow 
to dry.   

 Snails can live for many days out of water so inspect gear inside 
and out thoroughly after cleaning. 

 According to Michigan Trout Unlimited, it may be time to 
reconsider using felt soles, because they can pick up and hold 
more snails and are more difficult to clean and disinfect 
effectively.  

 
For more information visit huronpines.org/invasives  
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