
Oriental Bittersweet 
                            Celastrus orbiculatus  
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat 
Identify it! 
These leafy, deciduous, sprawling vines have many light brown or gray branches  
(with green young growth) that can be up to 4” thick and climb over 60’.  
Its glossy green leaves are arranged alternately along the stem and become yellow in 
late summer. They are round, oblong or teardrop shaped with finely toothed margins 
and sometimes a long, tapering point. Produces small, greenish-yellow blossoms with  
5 petals and clusters of 1-3 fruits that turn bright yellow or orange in late summer.  
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
These vines can be pulled or dug out by the roots and removed from the area when 
small. Fruiting vines should be bagged and disposed of in the trash. Cutting the vines 
without removing the roots or chemically treating the stems will stimulate regrowth.  
 

Understand it! 
Oriental bittersweet is native to eastern China, Korea and Japan and was introduced 
to the U.S. in the mid-1800s. Originally grown as an ornamental, it has escaped 
cultivation and spread rapidly. It climbs and smothers trees, shrubs and other 
vegetation creating dense shade and eventually killing or girdling native plants.  
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