
Tree of Heaven 
Ailanthus altissima 

 
 

Northeast Michigan Priority Level: Emerging Threat 

Identify it! 
Tree of heaven is a fast-growing deciduous tree that can grow more  
than 80’ tall. Leaves are compound and composed of 11-25 smaller  
leaflets with smooth margins except for one or more rounded teeth at the base. 
Undersides of each leaflet have a round, thickened gland near the base of each 
tooth. This tree has clusters of small, yellowish green flowers near branch tips.  
All parts of this plant have a strong unpleasant odor when crushed or bruised. 
 

Report it! 
Tell us what you’ve found!  
Visit www.huronpines.org/invasives or email invasives@huronpines.org. 
 

Remove it! 
The most effective method of control for Tree of Heaven seems to be applying 
herbicides to leaves, basal bark, cut stems or cut stumps. It is relatively easy to kill 
the aboveground portion of tree of heaven, but you must also kill or seriously 
damage the root system or the plant can regenerate through stumps/roots.  
Wear gloves and use caution: sap is toxic and can be absorbed through the skin!  
 

Understand it! 
Tree of heaven will grow almost anywhere including disturbed forest edges, 
roadsides and urban areas. One plant can produce up to 350,000 seeds a year.  
Once established, it can quickly take over a site and form an impenetrable  
thicket that reduces the light available to plants growing beneath. It also  
releases chemicals into the soil that inhibit growth of other plants. 
 

www.huronpines.org 
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