
UPLAND FORESTS
R i c h ,  t h r i v i n g  w e b s  o f  l i f e

How Old is Your Forest? 

Without forests, our world wouldn't be able to function. Trees take in and store carbon as they breathe and grow, 

removing it from the atmosphere and returning oxygen for us to breathe. Their roots hold soil in place and their 

branches and leaves provide shelter and shade to the ground below. Trees provide food and cover for wildlife 

and humans. Whether you hunt, fish, birdwatch or garden, your healthy forest is a great resource to enjoy.

LEARN MORE: HURONPINES.ORG

Young forests, called "early successional habitat" by ecologists, are wooded 

areas densely filled with young trees that grow after a disturbance clears a stand 

of older, mature trees.The disturbance can be natural, such as a windstorm or 

wildfire, or man-made, such as timber harvest. The open area provides ample 

sunlight for pioneer species like jack pine, aspen and alder, which are the first to 

grow after a disturbance. Young forests generally last for the first 20 years after 

a disturbance and are more biologically diverse than older forests. Game 

species like turkey, black bear and ruffed grouse, as well as species like the 

endangered Kirtland's Warbler, depend on young forests to survive and thrive. 

Unfortunately, this habitat type is rapidly decreasing in the Great Lakes region.

Keep Your Eyes Peeled for Vernal Pools

You have probably seen small bodies of water called vernal pools when 

walking through the woods in springtime. Because these pools dry up in late

summer or fall, no fish live in them. This makes them the perfect place for 

salamanders and frogs to lay their eggs without the predation fish would bring. 

These tiny, special wetlands are biodiversity hotspots in Michigan you can find 

wood frogs, blue-spotted salamanders, fairy shrimp and more! 

Improve the Forest

Look out for and report the 

invasive plants in this packet 

Get a forest stewardship plan 

to help reach your goals

Encourage a mix of species, 

ages of trees and open areas

Set up a conservation 

easement for land protection

Monitor vernal pools through a 

citizen science program



Rare native plants and animals of Michigan's forests:

Walking fern (Asplenium rhizophyllum):

This fern forms heavily populated colonies on large rock 

outcrops, making it rather distinctive. While this fern is 

mostly found in the eastern Upper Peninsula, it is also found 

in Alpena County and Berrien County.

Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis):

The largest threat to this raptor is habitat alteration and 

destruction due to timber harvest, road construction and 

housing development. These birds of prey tend to stay in 

Michigan year round, but the young will move south in the 

fall.

Kirtland's Warbler (Dendroica kirtlandii):

The best time of year to see this infamous warbler is mid- 

May through mid-June, when they are on breeding grounds 

in Northeast Michigan. One of the threats to the Kirtland's 

Warbler is the Brown-headed Cowbird, which lays eggs in 

the warbler's nest. This cowbird egg hatches before the 

warbler and overpowers the warbler hatchlings.

Red-legged spittlebug (Prosapia ignipectus):

This secretive insect lives in jack pine barrens, along with 

Kirtland's Warbler. The immature spittlebugs create nests of 

spittle to protect themselves at feeding sites on host plants. 

The adults, instead of creating spittle, jump away from 

predators.

Wood turtle (Glyptemys insculpta):

Wood turtles face many hardships in their lives. Activities 

such as streamside construction of roads and cabins, bank 

stabilization and poaching for pet trade all pose threats to 

the wood turtle's success.
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