
WETLAND ECOSYSTEMS
N a t u r e ' s  l i v i n g  f i l t e r s  f o r  c l e a n  w a t e r

Wetlands provide: 

Wetlands—links between land and water—are important for sustaining the health of our inland lakes, 

groundwater, fisheries and wildlife, and the water quality of the Great Lakes.  At least 41 state-listed 

threatened and endangered species of animals depend upon wetlands at some point in their life cycle.  

LEARN MORE: HURONPINES.ORG

Flood and storm control, because they can 

retain large amounts of water 

Wildlife habitat for breeding, nesting, feeding, 

cover, and migration routes 

Recharging and filtration of groundwater to 

keep watersheds in balance 

Erosion control, because they are areas 

where silt and organic matter can settle

Nutrients that support the complex web of life 

within water food cycles

Nursery grounds for young fish and other 

wildlife

Recreation—they are great places to hunt, 

fish kayak and see birds, frogs & more! 

Wetland ecosystems are threatened by:
Development—About 8 million acres of 

Michigan wetlands have already been lost

Invasive species that choke out healthy native 

plant communities

Lack of protection for wetlands smaller than 

five acres in size 

PROTECT WETLANDS
Look out for the invasive plants 

in this packet 

Avoid developing wetlands 

when choosing a building site

Protect water quality with native 

plants at wetland edges

Restore or expand wetlands on 

your property

Monitor wetland wildlife by 

participating in citizen science



N a t i v e  p l a n t s  a n d  a n i m a l s  f o u n d  i n  w e t l a n d  e c o s y s t e m s

Blanding's turtle 

Black Tern

Michigan monkey-flower

Hine's emerald dragonfly

Bald Eagle

(Emydoidea blandingii):

(Chlidonias niger):

(Mimulus michiganensis):

(Somatochlora hineana):

(Haliaeetus leucocephalus):

This spotted turtle with a yellow underside looks like it's always smiling. Found in bogs, swamps, rivers 

and ponds, this species is of state special concern.

This nondescript bird has a black head and underside, with grey and white wings, back and tail. It is 

estimated that 50% of Michigan's original wetlands have been altered in some way, which directly affects 

the nesting and feeding habits of this bird.

This bright yellow flower is found in just 6 counties in Michigan. This flower produces little pollen and few 

seeds, so it is almost completely dependent on vegetative propagation.

The Hine's emerald dragonfly has brilliant green eyes and a dependence on wetland sites to complete its 

life cycle. This dragonfly needs cool, shallow water adjacent to a forest during its larval stage, and as an 

adult it feeds on other insects.

Our nation's magnificent bird, the bald eagle, has a wingspan of up to 7 feet, and is one of the largest 

raptors in the world. Their diet includes fish, ducks, snakes and turtles.


